
OVERVIEW

WORLDkids readers, usually between ages eight and ten, have begun piecing the world together 
in new and more complicated ways. They’re ready for an awareness of current events, but they 
need lots of background knowledge to build their understanding of what’s going on in the world. 
WORLDkids connects the news to things kids can already relate to, then uses those touchpoints 
to take their understanding deeper. Along the way, WORLDkids drops Christian worldview “bread 
crumbs,” adding wisdom to news and knowledge. 

WORLDkids organizes current events into six topic areas, each with multiple stories that provide  
the context to help children understand the topic more fully.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

• One main story and idea

• Interactive to explore the section’s main idea

• Three more supporting stories

• Photo galleries with the stories

• Knowledge-reinforcing activities and puzzles

•  Quiz for comprehension and application 

•  Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

RECOMMENDED PACING:

•  Read the daily News Shorts online.

•  Read the main story for one of the sections, do the online interactive, read the additional stories,      
  view the website galleries, and take the quiz. Each section should be done as a whole to better  
  understand the concept and how to engage news stories.

•  Complete one of the printable worksheets for additional practice in understanding  
  current events.

TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Lightning strikes just as often as it used to, but deaths from lightning have gone way down. That’s 
probably because people have more knowledge about how to avoid lightning strikes than they 
used to. They also know skills like CPR and have defibrillators that can shock a strike victim’s heart 
back into rhythm. And here’s one perk of people spending more time indoors than they used to: 
they have a lower chance of getting struck by lightning. 

The Bible tells us lightning shows God’s amazing power. He stretched out the heavens, causes water to form clouds, 
and makes lightning for the rain (Jeremiah 10:12-13). When Jesus returns to Earth, His coming will be “as the lightning 
flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other” (Luke 17:24). Lightning is a general display of His power as well 
as a tool He uses in very specific ways in history. He uses teeny-tiny building blocks (electrons and protons) to show 
His power on a grand scale—and lightning is no joke! Getting struck by lightning can be a harrowing and even deadly 
experience. It’s important to know what’s safe during a lightning storm and what isn’t. If thunder roars, stay indoors!

STORIES: 

1. Lightning Strikes Out: Once, lightning was a huge killer in the United States. Why not now?

2. From the Clouds to the Ground: Here’s what it’s really like to be struck by lightning.

3. This Is How Lightning Works: That big flash means opposites attract.

4. Lightning in God’s Hands: According to legend, God used lightning powerfully in the life of Martin Luther.

5. Lightning: Lightning happens in a split second. This Explore It animation slows it way down so you can  
    see how it happens.

6. Quiz: 1. Keep an eye out during the next lightning storm. What types of lightning do you see?

 2. Do you want to obey God because you love Him as a father? Why or why not? 

God made people with a built-in desire to know their story—the story of humanity and its place in the 
world. That’s why we’re so curious to find out what happened to the ancient Puebloan cliff dwellers. 

While Genghis Khan united tribes in Mongolia, kings and lords owned all the land in England, and 
the Viking era was drawing to a close, the Ancient Puebloans were living in cliff homes in Colorado. 
The ancient Puebloans left no writings behind. But we can learn a lot about this tough, resourceful 

people from studying their homes in the Mesa Verde cliffs. The turkey bones left behind at this site match turkey bones 
found in New Mexico. That could mean the ancient Puebloans moved there when they abandoned their stone homes 
in Colorado. 

We can’t know for sure if that’s the case because present-day Puebloans will not allow human remains to be exhumed 
and studied. Even if we could be certain, the movement of the ancient Puebloans is just one migration in the vast body 
of human history. So why do we care? Because history is His story. God designed every single part on purpose!

STORIES: 

1. What Became of the Cliff Dwellers?: Researchers guess what happened to the Ancient Puebloans— 
    by studying their garbage.

2. Who Were They?: Before the ancient Puebloans built cliff homes, they made baskets.

3. Elsewhere in the World . . . : Here’s a snapshot of the world eight centuries ago.

4. Help with History: Why should we care about the migration of the ancient Puebloans?

5. Cliff Dwellers Crossword: Solve the clues in this Explore It puzzle to review some key words from  
 the cliff dwellers articles.

6. Quiz:  1. Which place would you most like to live during the 1200s: America with the Puebloans, England,  
        China, Mongolia, Africa, South America, Scandinavia, or the Mideast? Why? 

  2. What is your favorite part of human history to learn about? 

Our time machine has both forward and rewind buttons. As it runs 

in reverse, it might groan and spit out a cloud of rust from the 

Industrial Age, salt spray from the bow of a Viking ship or a sandy 

haze from King Pharaoh’s mines.

Time Machine can also zip into the future, reporting plans for an 

Arctic exploration, nuclear fusion or cancer research.

Using current events to explain history and history to explain 

current events, Time Machine will help your child recognize the 

significance of big moments and the vital connection between past 

and present.

With attention-grabbing graphics and engaging activities, kids will 

take the wheel of this Time Machine, launching amazing expeditions 

of wonder and learning.

Climb in, buckle up and take a bold voyage to meet extraordinary 

people and see remarkable places, all reflecting God’s glory in time 

and space.

REMARKABLE  EXPEDITIONS DEDICATED 
TO EXPANDING HORIZONS
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ScienceSoup makes the stuff of earth and space fascinating, with 

a cornucopia of aromatic ingredients to ignite a passion for the 

natural world.

From an active volcano expedition, to the launch of a new space 

telescope, ScienceSoup uses creative themes and attention-getting 

topics to engage your children’s senses, helping them fall in love 

with the study of science.

Illustrated with eye-popping photos and delightful videos, 

ScienceSoup ties current events to the laws of nature, using simple 

but testable explanations to help science make sense.

And lest we forget, ScienceSoup provides suggestions for fun and 

safe experiments at home, so your kids can use all their senses to 

see how God’s marvelous creation really works! 

THERE IS NO NEED TO BE A GENIUS TO 
HAVE A TASTE FOR SCIENCE SOUP!
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Discover a mega mum with more than 1,000 blooms! But its cultivation is becoming a lost art. To keep 
the skill alive, college students make videos detailing its complex growing process. As horticulture 
becomes less popular with young people, they seek new ways to make future green thumbs say, 
“Becoming a horticulturalist is cool! I could do it too!”

But growing the Thousand Bloom Mum isn’t the only skill that people have forgotten. Once, people grew their own food 
and preserved leftovers for winter. That ability was essential for survival. Now people do these things, in lesser quantities, 
for fun and for health. Master gardeners know the difference between folklore and serious tricks of the trade. (For 
example: it’s a myth that you should always plant your potatoes on Good Friday. But it’s true that burying banana peels in 
your garden is a good idea. When planted near the top of the soil, they make good fast food for plants.) 

It’s a great thing to have basic life skills like growing and preserving your own food, changing your own tire, or cutting 
your own hair. But it’s also a good thing to work together. God gave each person different gifts and vocations. Working 
together and depending on one another is His good design. 

STORIES: 

1. Growing New Gardeners: Horticulturalists work full-time on one amazing mum.

2. Lost Learning: Your grandma canned by the bushel. You can by the quart. 

3. Bacteria? Put on the Brakes!: People preserve food by freezing, drying, canning, and other methods. 

4. Do It Yourself . . . But Not by Yourself:  DIY is good. All DIY is not so good.

5. Growing Skills: Solve this Explore It crossword to discover a list of some old and essential gardening skills.

6. Quiz: 1. Is the ground growing cold where you live? Master gardeners are already planning next year’s  
    crop. Many seed companies send free catalogs in the mail. Order one and use it to design a  
    dream garden on paper.

 2. Which kind of food preservation would work best where you live, and why?

All kinds of newfangled software exist to help design new cars. But nothing works quite like the 
old-fashioned standby: clay. Designers at major car manufacturers use the reliable substance 
to shape new car models with their own hands. The clay cars look very realistic—but they’re just 
prototypes (models that test out an idea). A car prototype helps carmakers answer important 

questions like, “How can we make a one-of-a-kind car? How can we make thousands of them that work well, sell well, 
and look beautiful?” 

The beauty of a car’s design often goes hand in hand with how well it works. The beautiful shape of a car’s body also has 
to do with creating strength in sheet metal. Without the right shapes, the car would turn out floppy! People are creative 
because they are made in God’s image. Like Him, they make things whose beauty and usefulness go together.

STORIES: 

1. Still Making Cars from Clay: To design a shiny new car, use a substance as old as dirt.

2. What Is a Prototype?: To sell, a car needs function and style. Maquettes help.

3. Concept Cars Are Idea Cars: These crazy brainstorm designs translate to practical cars later.

4. Useful and Beautiful: Harley Earl designs the first clay cars.

5. Concept Cars: Two concept car designers dropped their sketches. They’re all mixed up. Can you piece together a     
    complete car for each of them using the Explore It interactive online? Or will you end up with something crazy?

6. Quiz: 1. Draw your own crazy concept car—complete with shapes, doors, a tail, and a signature grill that 

     shows who made it.

 2. What are some examples of things people have made that look beautiful and work well? What about   
         things God has made?

Citizen Ship makes civics fun for your children, with personal 

stories they can relate to that are both sensible and memorable.

Because so much of civics is centered on the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals, Citizen Ship helps kids realize that 

big things like countries, governments and laws are formed by 

the ideas and actions of ordinary people—people just like them. 

The Citizen Ship’s hold will be filled with current events stories, 

charts, videos and cartoons that will bring civics to life for your 

child in ways they can touch, feel and experience.

Election season is a chance to play an interactive campaign 

game or to see how candidates attract votes. A high-speed 

rail project introduces the concept of infrastructure, while a 

challenge to religious freedom might be accompanied by an 

illustration of the branches of government.

We’ve charted a course to ensure every voyage aboard the 

Citizen Ship is a memorable journey in discovering our role in 

civil society, so come aboard!

WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL YOU MAKE 
IN A WORLD FULL OF PEOPLE?
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Whether an old clock or a bullfrog—one of the best ways to learn 

about something is to take it apart, to find out what makes it tick . . . 

or croak.

Take Apart, SMART! brings big ideas to light by dissecting things. 

Your child might learn how a machine works by unscrewing its 

springs and gears and how an athlete excels by examining his 

nutrition and training regimens.

While taking things apart, kids will also put things together—gaining 

a deeper understanding of how God’s laws (like physics and logic) 

drive our world. 

They might click on a sequence of valves and doors to see a ship 

move through locks on the Panama Canal or select an animation that 

shows electrons moving in a solar panel.

Visuals play a big role in learning, so Take Apart, SMART! uses clear 

and descriptive visual tools to fuel a passion in your child—a passion 

to learn how things work and why! Using cutaways, diagrams, videos 

and interactive illustrations, they will make sense of big ideas through 

exploring the parts that make up the whole.

Your child doesn’t have to be an engineer or a mechanic to love Take 

Apart, SMART! We’ll bring the tools and clean up the shop—their 

curiosity will do the rest.

TAKING LITTLE THINGS APART, 
TO GRASP BIG IDEAS
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Orangutans may seem to be common. We see pictures of them often. But these famous primates 
are actually very rare, existing only on the islands of Sumatra and Borneo. Populations even in those 
places are nosediving as people clear the apes’ rainforest homes and build palm oil plantations. The 
coveted palm oil produced on that land goes into everything from paint to makeup to food. 

Are palm oil farmers and land developers greedy, or needy? The answer isn’t simple. The people 
living in Borneo need money badly. They may not have the foresight to protect the orangutans and the valuable 
rainforest long term because they’re worried about their own immediate survival. With wise and compassionate 
government leadership, the people could benefit by keeping the forest intact. When people take care of the good 
resources God gives them, they benefit too. The forest could provide good, clean air and protect farmers’ soil. It 
could also be used for sustainable wood harvest and tourism.

STORIES: 

1. Operation Orangutan: Rescuing an orangutan is a dangerous, difficult task.

2. Greed or Need?: What will truly help the needy people of Borneo?

3. Monkey . . . or Ape?: It’s no wonder we get these primate groups mixed up.

4. Jungle School: Rescue workers teach abandoned orangutans to live in the wild.

5. Apes and Monkeys: This Explore It memory puzzle was supposed to be about apes. But one monkey 
   sneaked in. The caption should tip you off.

6. Quiz: 1. Can you find one item in your house that has palm oil as an ingredient? What is it?

 2.  Would you enjoy working as a jungle school rescue worker? Why or why not?

World leaders watch closely as ice in the Arctic Circle melts. Melting ice means easier access to 
mineral and oil treasures hidden in a once-frozen part of the globe. Who will own the Arctic’s wealth? 
Who will finally have right of entry to the fabled Northwest Passage? 

Tensions building around the Arctic Circle feel similar to the tensions of the Cold War. No one is 
engaged in open battle. But it looks like a fight could break out at any moment. Before now, the 

contest for the Arctic was subtle—based on the vague notion that its resources might be valuable someday. But 
now the stakes are higher. The melting ice means there is real potential that the treasure (minerals, oil and gas, and 
a significant shipping shortcut) will be available in a realistic time frame. The race is on!

But the tension doesn’t have to make us fearful or anxious. Until Jesus comes back, nations will always wrestle over 
which has the most wealth and power. But God made all people from one man, Adam. He decides where each 
people group will live and when (including the hardy natives of the Arctic). All the power really belongs to Him. 

STORIES: 

1. Battle for the Arctic: World leaders say, “MINE!”

2. Why Battle?: The Arctic’s treasures could power your electricity, car, and cell phone.

3. Ready for the Arctic?: Dress in layers. Wear your hat. Here’s why. 

4. Arctic Life, Back Then and Today: Arctic children from different times live differently . . . and the same.

5. Battle for the Arctic: Which nations are nudging their way into the Arctic, and why? Click on this  
    interactive Explore It map to find out.

6. Quiz: 1. What would you like most about living in the Arctic? What would you like least?

 2. Which Arctic resources do you use every day?
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Critter File is one file in your child’s cabinet that will never get 

full. Always expanding its reach to all creatures, great and small, 

Critter File is an amazing discovery of the animal kingdom.

Your children can view captivating images, play in the “game 

lands” or learn little-known tidbits about their favorite animals 

by exploring their species, habitats, anatomies and diets.

Some files will contain current events, like the birth of a rare 

tiger or the recovery of an endangered owl. 

If a child is curious about the Japanese spider crab, but it’s not 

yet in the file, she can let us know, and we’ll do our best to add 

it quickly.  

With Critter File, we’ll use kids’ innate curiosity about animals 

to spark a deeper understanding of the natural world, helping 

them fall in love with the study and stewardship of the amazing 

critters in God’s creation.

FROM AARDVARKS TO ZEBRAS—ALL 
YOU NEED TO KEEP YOUR CRITTER 
FILE GROWING!
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See the WORLDkids website at kids.wng.org to take advantage of the  
Explore It interactives and online quizzes that accompany the news stories.
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN A STORY

Directions: Read a WORLDkids story and look for answers to the questions that journalists use  
to tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Title of the story: 

The WORLDkids topic area the story is in (such as Science Soup or Critter File):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

Where did it happen?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
VOCABULARY BUILDER

Directions: Read all four of the stories in a WORLDkids topic area and look for five words you don’t 
know well. Look up each word in a dictionary and write its meaning below.

Topic area you chose (such as Science Soup or Critter File): 

Word #1: 

Definition:

Word #2: 

Definition:

Word #3: 

Definition:

Word #4: 

Definition:

Word #5: 

Definition:
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
PICTURE IT!
Directions: Choose a WORLDkids story and read it carefully. In the space below, draw a picture that 
illustrates some part of the story that impressed you.

Write a sentence explaining what part of the story you chose to draw. 



                           WORKSHEET
 

                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDkids. In your own words, answer the following questions about 
the photo. Use complete sentences in your answer.

What is happening in the photo?

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

What else can you find in the photo?
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
MAPMAKER
Directions: In the space below, draw the outline of a state, province, or country that is the subject 
of a WORLDkids story. Show where its capital is located, and write its name. Below your map, write 
something you learned about this area from the WORLDkids article.
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GRAPH READER
Directions: Select a graph or infographic from WORLDkids.

In your own words, explain what the image illustrates. What is its main point?

What information does it present? 

Why was it included in the article instead of using more text to explain the information?
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
FAVORITE STORIES
Directions: Choose a story from WORLDkids that you especially liked. Use complete sentences to 
answer the following about the story.

Story Headline:

The story’s topic area in WORLDkids (such as Critter File or Jet Balloon): 

Why did you choose this story?

Describe an interesting thing you learned from reading this story.

 


