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Whale rescuers aboard
Kohola, a research vessel
belonging to a sea life
sanctuary group, use a
long, hooked knife on a pole
to free a humpback whale.
The large male cetacean
had gotten tangled in about
21 feet of heavy fishing
line near Hawaii. If the
responders had not helped,
the whale may have been
unable to eat.
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These 21 animals are hiding in the 12
sentences below. When you find them,
circle each name and check it off the list.
(There are two hidden swans, but we
found one of them for you.)

2

4 panther
4 pelican
4 porcupine
4 rhino

4 skunk
4 sloth
4 swan #1
4 swan #2

4 worm
4 zebra

1 Six girl
girls wan
wantt to be a rowing team.
2 Quiz him on key facts and

ask unknown questions.

3 To make jello customers put

a cap or cup in every gallon.

4 If a pot of tea gleams in the Sun go ahead and kick it ten times.
5 In Japan the real wise men keep myrrh in ordinary jars.
6 The chapel I can attend is at noon.
7 My prize brass pan dangled from
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4 anteater 4 goat
4 kitten
4 badger
4 leopard
4 bear
4 lion
4 eagle

4 locust
4 monkey
4 otter
4 panda

the hook.

8 I will go at 11:00 to get a seat.
9 Fans want to spot terrible plays.
10 Will I only lose money if the coin

slot has been jammed?

11 A bad German tailor will sew or mend

socks.

12 Judge Leo pardoned them even though

the Roman tea terrorists stole the delivery.

Answers
on page 5
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A Real Flying Saucer

Both male and
female bongos
have curly horns.

Did a TV satellite dish break loose and
take to the winds? No! That flying disc is a
personal flight vehicle!
It’s called the Zeva Aero Zero. And its
inventors believe their upright flying
saucer will soon change how people get
around.
Zero passed its first test flights
earlier this year. It’s getting closer to
approval for sale and common use.
Zero doesn’t need a runway like an
airplane does. It lifts straight up off the
ground. It lands that way too. No coasting
to a stop. That means it could take off and
land in your driveway!
Once in the air, Zero can fly forward at
speeds up to 160 miles per hour. Company
CEO Stephen Tibbits calls that “Superman
mode.” Do you think your parents would
let you zoom away in a Zero?
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Lions, leopards, and bongos, oh my!
Bongos?
Curly horns. White stripes. Do you recognize
these copper-colored antelope? Bongos don’t make
it into the limelight often. Lions, leopards, and other
vulnerable African animals tend to get all the
attention. But bongos need help. They are critically
endangered. Fewer than 100 remain in the wild.
People gathered more than 20 bongos from zoos,
hoping to help their population regrow. They
rehomed the animals at the Mawingu Mountain
Bongo Sanctuary in Kenya. The 800-acre area of
forest makes a perfect bongo habitat.
God designed animals with the instincts they
need to survive in the wild. Will transplanted bongos
learn to use them?
So far, so good. Already, newcomer bongos can
defend themselves. They can produce babies and
protect them. The bongos can even find their own
food in the forest.

No runway needed.

Bongos Bounce Back

Next Gen for NASCAR
NASCAR’s stock car got
a complete makeover. Before
we explain what’s new, let’s
explain what’s old.
For many years, auto-racing teams
started with the same basic racecar
model. BUT, the cars didn’t stay the same.
Each team spent months and hundreds of
thousands of dollars trying to improve its car.
The starter model was called a “stock” car. But by
the time the souped-up stock cars hit the track, they
were quite different from each other.
Everyone wanted a faster and safer car. Teams
with wealthy sponsors could often out-race
others because they had more to spend on
improving their cars.

Listen
Here

TOP: NASC AR • BOTTOM: GREG HREN PHOTO INC.

Your clothes might work as an extra set of
ears in the future. A team of student scientists from
Massachusetts and Rhode Island made a fabric “ear.”
They built a fiber that reacts to sounds. The fiber is
heated and stretched like taffy to be very thin. It can
be sewn into shirts. Sound travels through the air in
waves. The waves cause the fibers to bend and make
electrical signals. The signals can let a person wearing
such a shirt hear a phone call, his or her own heartbeat, or a warning about cars nearby.
The scientists saw God’s clever work in the human
ear and used His ideas! Your ears take in sound waves.
An electrical signal travels to your brain on nerves. The
brain deciphers it. You recognize a sound!
Scientists think the fabric “ears” could assist people who
can’t hear well. The fiber could also be used in buildings to listen
for cracks or damage.

PAGE 3 PUZZLE: 1) swan, bear, 2) monkey, skunk, 3) locust, porcupine, 4) eagle, kitten, 5) panther, rhino, 6) pelican, 7) zebra, panda, 8) goat, 9) swan, otter, 10) lion, sloth, 11)
badger, worm, 12) leopard, anteater | QUIZZES: SCIENCE SOUP, p6-9, Elephant DNA, Axolotls 1. a, 2. c, 3. b, 4. c | TIME MACHINE, p10-13, Suez Canal, Revere bell 1. b, 2. c, 3. a, 4.
b, 5. Answers may vary but should include that God calls people to join themselves to a church while living, and that all people will face an earthly death one day. | CITIZEN
SHIP, p14-17, Volunteering, Architecture 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. c | TAKE APART SMART, p18-21, Stuttering, Amelia Earhart 1. c, 2. b, 3. d, 4. b, 5. Answers will vary but may include
Jesus’ love, God, parents, brothers and sisters, friends, pets, a house, a favorite book, toy, or blanket, church, grandparents, food, sunshine, and more. | CRITTER FILE,
p22-25, Rescuer Ruby, Racehorse therapy 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b | JET BALLOON, p26-29, Chinese church, Ukraine 1. c, 2. c, 3. a, 4. d, 5. Answers will vary but may include:
Continue to pray and trust God for strength and perseverance; treat others with kindness and respect, even those who are lost and may wish evil against you; ask God to
change hearts of the persecutors and tell them about the gospel. | PAGE 32 PUZZLE: Spelling errors: jurny, road, pome, uneventfull, Americun, romantick. Punctuation errors:
missing apostrophe (line 8), question mark instead of a period (line 11), comma instead of a period (line 14). Capital letter errors: Ride, Longfellow, Paul, British, Civil.

LEF T: MOUNT KENYA WILDLIFE CONSERVANCY/COVER
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The black fibers
react to sound.

In February, NASCAR introduced the Next Gen
racecar. The kit cars debuted (day-byood, or first
appeared) at the 2022 Daytona 500.
Teams gather the same pieces. They assemble them
from the same instructions. The new cars look like the
old ones on the outside. But they are said to be safer,
more modern, and much less expensive. Teams are not
allowed to make costly changes to the Next Gen cars.
Will the new car and new rules encourage more
teams to get started
in racing?
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Each
tusk is
a clue.

Ring! Ring! Ring!
Biologist Samuel Wasser
picks up the phone. Which
country is calling this time?
Kenya? Singapore? Malaysia?
Either way, he gets the same
news: Police have found stolen
ivory. Again.
Mr. Wasser is no ordinary
biologist. He’s a detective
working to catch slippery
criminals—elephant poachers.
He fl ies out to whichever country

has called. He collects samples
of poached elephant tusks. Each
tusk is a clue. He analyzes the
DNA the tusks contain.
African elephants are
endangered. A century ago,
around five million elephants
lived in Africa. Today, that
number has fallen to around
415,000. People covet elephant
tusks for their smooth, white
ivory. International ivory trading
is now illegal. Still, poachers ship

almost 1.1 million pounds of
elephant tusks out of Africa every
year. That amount is as heavy as
the Statue of Liberty. Twice.
God created a resourcefi lled world for mankind to
enjoy. But human greed
leads to destruction. Does
God’s brilliant design also
hold the answer for catching these thieves?
Maybe.
DNA collected from
elephant tusks can reveal where
an elephant came from. That’s
because elephants live in family
herds. They share DNA markers
within those groups. That makes
it much easier to figure out
exactly where the poaching
happened. That’s no small task
on a continent as large as Africa.
Does DNA from one ivory batch
match DNA from another? If so,
authorities can connect those
thefts to the same criminals.
So far, science has pinned
most elephant poaching on
just three groups of thieves.
Authorities have already arrested
two suspects.

Family
herds share
genes!

Your
back might
be extra hairy
like mine,
kid.

SCIENCE
SOUP

worldkids • MAY/ JU NE

5WK22_06-09_SS.indd 6

2 02 2

TOP LEF T:
AP PHOTO

6

4/11/22 10:03 AM

DNA is short for deoxyribonucleic acid. Scientists
can study DNA with powerful
microscopes.
cell
Every living thing is
made up of cells.
Each cell has a
control center
called a nucleus.
The nucleus
contains
chromosomes.
Chromosomes
are made up of
strands of DNA.
DNA carries
information about
how a living thing
will look and function.
Genes are small
sections of DNA that
contain information
for specific traits, like
extra pink spots on
your trunk!

nucleus

Ivory is made of a substance called dentine—the same stuff found
under the enamel layer of your teeth. But you don’t sell your teeth
when they fall out! So why would people pay big bucks for ivory?
People prize ivory for its beauty, toughness, and
shine. The smooth material is easy to carve. And
elephants make more ivory than other tusked
creatures: walruses, hippopotamuses, and
narwhals. Want to craft an ivory pool ball? A
set of piano keys? Knife handle or a neckIvory jewelry
lace? Nab just one elephant tusk and you
would have six feet of ivory to work with.

chromosome

DNA

God calls us to
steward creation, but
human greed sometimes
destroys it instead. His
brilliant creation also
gives us the tools
to expose greed
with truth.

But before you swipe a tusk, take a look at its source:
the African elephant. These pachyderms are Earth’s biggest land
animals. Males can grow up to 13 feet tall and weigh 14,000 pounds.
When it comes to these herds moving across Africa, though, Dad
elephant isn’t the boss. Mom is. In fact, male elephants go solo around
the age of 12. Female elephants (called cows!) stick together in a herd.
The oldest, largest female elephant is called the matriarch
(MAY-tree-ARK). She makes decisions for the herd. This cow brings
as much as 70 years of experience and memory to the group. She can
remember where to find water in dry times. She may even recall
which spots are safest from poachers.
If poachers do kill a matriarch elephant, her herd will stay by her.
They will put themselves in danger to remain with their leader.

Male African
elephants
have longer
tusks than
females.

TOP LEF T:
AP PHOTO
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recycled wastewater. That
 astewater sometimes contains
w
harmful bacteria.
Dirty water is bad for axolotls.
They breathe through their skin
(as well as gills and lungs)!
According to one conservationist,
bad water has killed between
12,000 and 15,000 axolotls.
Six of Mexico City’s boroughs
teamed up to protect the axolotls’
home. Conservationists help
clean the water and make
new channels where the
creatures can swim.
Over the past few
years, they’ve
created around 70
axolotl breeding
centers. They
release newly bred
axolotls into nature.
If that silly grin
isn’t enough, here’s
another reason to save the
axolotls. Scientists use them to
study healing. Axolotls can
regrow lost limbs and even
organs such as the heart and
some of the brain. But for the
studies to continue, axolotls
need to survive.

8
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these cheerful-looking
amphibians have reason to be
unhappy. They are nearly extinct.
Conservationists in Mexico City
work to save them.
Axolotls became critically
endangered in 2006. That’s as
endangered as a species can get
before extinction. Some scientists
predicted that axolotls would be
extinct by 2020.
In fact, you can find wild
axolotls in only one place: the
canals of Xochimilco (so-cheeMIL-co) in Mexico City. Over
time, these canals have dried up.
Only a few remain, supplied with

They
have
feathery
gills.

God made amazing
animals with amazing
abilities. Sometimes,
people’s errors and poor
choices hurt those
creatures. But people can
also band together
and help.

AP PHOTOS

A crowd gathers at a park
in Mexico City. People wear
Mexican clothes and play
traditional music. At their feet,
dozens of amphibians squirm
through the grass.
These creatures are axolotls
(pronounced ax-oh-lot’ls in
English, and something close to
ah-SHO-luhts in the Nahuatl
language). The crowd plans to
release them into the wild.
Pet axolotls often have
pink skin. Wild axolotls
are usually brown,
gray, or black. All have
friendly smiles. But
2 02 2
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A woman in
traditional
Mexican dress
releases an
axolotl.

Floating farms built in
the canals are called
chinampas. Some locals
still farm the chinampas
today.
After taking over
the city, the Spanish
drained many of the
canals. They did this to
prevent flooding and to
build roads. Creatures
like the axolotl lost much
of their home.

Mexico
City

Aztec Empire in 1519

The canal water grew
polluted with garbage
and sewage over time. In
1987, the canals were
made a protected World
Heritage Site. That made
it illegal to pollute the
canals or build homes
nearby. But people broke
these laws.

pump
oxygen

Still, Mexico City
hasn’t given up on these
historic waterways.
Last year, Mexican
scientists started using
solar energy to help clean
the water. Solar panels
on top of tourist boats
power underwater
pumps. The pumps
produce nanobubbles.
These tiny balls of
oxygen clean the water.
They help the floating
farms grow more food.
They even give axolotls a
healthier place to swim.
Science (and tourism!)
might just save the
smiling creature and this
piece of history.

How resourceful!

Tourists come from
all over the world to see
the canals of Xochimilco.
They tour the swampy
water in boats called
trajineras. But these
colorful boats do more
than ferry tourists.
They help preserve a
historic habitat.
Habitat loss has
nearly led to the
extinction of the axolotl.
The Xochimilco canals in
Mexico City make up the
only habitat axolotls
know. To save the
axolotls, Mexico City
has to save the canals.
Just like the
endangered amphibians,
the canals have a history
older than the nation
of Mexico.
Before Spanish
explorers arrived in
Mexico, the land
belonged to the Aztecs.
The Aztecs built Xochimilco’s canals to connect
the surrounding lakes.

solar
panels

1. poached
a) unlawfully
hunted
b) cooked in water
c) cast aside
2. matriarch
a) adoptive mother
b) distant relative
c) leading female
3. toxic
a) helpful
b) harmful
c) endangered
4. ferry
a) contain
b) excite
c) carry back
and forth

Answers
on page 5
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Farmers use poles to move their
canoes to the chinampas.
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An aerial view of
the Suez Canal
shows cargo ships
in the Gulf of Suez.

Cargo ships pass
through the Suez
Canal as excavators
work to expand it.

In order for that trip to stay short and safe, the
canal must be wider.
Workers started on the original Suez Canal in 1859.
One and half million people labored on it. Their work
changed the world. The canal is the shortest water
route from Europe to Asia. Before it was finished in
1869, people had to sail around the southern tip of
Africa to get from continent to continent. (Trace that
on a map!) And Egypt makes a pretty penny off the
ships moving through the canal—all the more reason
to widen it.

TURKEY

TIME
MACHINE

Medit

erran

ean S

ea
S AU D I
ARABIA

The Suez Canal
EGYPT

d
Re

Trade routes show
people’s creative determination
to “take dominion” and solve
challenges. Unlike God, we can’t
part the Red Sea. But we don’t
give up on creating a passage.

MOHAMED ABD EL GHANY/REUTERS

How do you get from the Red Sea to the
Mediterranean Sea? You head to Egypt and take the
Suez Canal—if your boat will fit.
You might remember the huge traffic jam in the
Suez last year. A cargo ship called Ever Given got
stuck for six days. No other ships could get around
it. Boats carrying valuable goods such as oil, cars,
animals, and grain waited behind this gigantic
crammed craft. Companies lost billions of dollars in
shipments.
Ships do not normally get stuck in the Suez
Canal. Ever Given ran aground sideways, and the
canal authorities blamed its owner for the accident.
Still, the Suez is getting a stretch this year. That’s
because lots and lots of ships pass through.
Sometimes they don’t move quickly enough.
People will widen the two-way section of the
canal from about 44 miles to 51 miles. The wider
waterway will fit six more ships at a time.
That should suit ship owners. More ships are
trying to move through the canal—as many as 100 at
a time. For each ship, the trip should take 11 hours.
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485 feet wide

The Silk Road This ancient road
network started in Asia. It
stretched along the Great Wall of
China, alongside the Taklamakan
Desert, and over the Pamir
Mountains. It crossed Afghanistan and eventually ended at the
Mediterranean Sea. Goods and
ideas passed from person to
person across these 4,000 miles.
The Panama Canal A canal is a huge,
water-filled ditch. Ships pass
through it. A French engineer
named Ferdinand de Lesseps
engineered the Suez Canal. Next,
he worked on the Panama Canal.
That project failed, but the
United States later picked it up.
The canal crosses a narrow strip
of land in Panama to connect the
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. Voila! The
journey is now 8,000 miles shorter.
MOHAMED ABD EL GHANY/REUTERS

The Northwest Passage also
connects Atlantic to Pacific . . . but
it’s a lot chillier than the Panama
Canal. Year-round sea ice makes
this passage through the Canadian
Arctic often impassible. But it’s a
great shortcut for ships when they
can get through. It shortens routes
from Europe to Asia by 2,500 miles.

1956
862 feet wide

1980

64 feet
deep

the length of the canal

f
l
s

46 feet
deep

120.1 miles

The children of Israel stand at the edge of the Red
Sea, the Egyptian army at their backs.
They need to get to the other side. But how? There’s
no time to build a bridge. Helicopters haven’t been
invented yet. But God has a plan. He splits the sea—and
His people walk through on dry ground. (Exodus 14)
Throughout history, people have often found
themselves in desperate need to get from place to
place. Sometimes, they just need a shortcut. God made
people to “take dominion” over creation. (Genesis 1:26)
They can’t part the sea. But they can often turn an
obstacle into a new path. Do you recognize these
people-made trade routes?

994 feet wide

2001

74
feet deep

1,027 feet wide
79
feet deep

Number of
ships per year

2010

Tons of cargo
(in millions)
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12%

7%

of global
trade

of the
world’s oil

The canal
carries . . .

30%
Ever Given
cargo ship:
1,312 feet

of the world’s
daily cargo ship
traffic

9 miles per hour
The average speed
of ships passing
through the canal
Empire State
Building:
1,454 feet
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What’s in your garage? A
lawnmower, paint cans, some
bikes? Amy Miller had a
1,000-pound bell in hers. It was
made by the son of U.S. patriot
Paul Revere.
Ms. Miller lives in California.
The bell was made in Massachusetts. After 188 years, it’s fi nally
coming home.

Joseph Warren Revere was
Paul Revere’s son. He took over
his father’s Massachusetts foundry. (In a foundry, people melt and
remold metals into useful or
beautiful shapes.) He cast the
bronze bell in 1834.
An oxcart hauled this bell to
Ohio. How did it get to Ms.
Miller’s California garage?

Ms. Miller’s
mother was a real estate agent.
She helped people buy and sell
houses and land. She worked on
the sale of a church in Vermilion,
Ohio. The new owners didn’t
want the church’s historic bell.
Ms. Miller’s mom made a $1,000
donation to the church in exchange for the bell. Her family
kept it—even after moving to
Chino Hills, California.
“It became the joke of the
family,” says Ms. Miller.
“They’d open the doors to the
garage and ring the bell every
Fourth of July.”
In time, the bell passed to the
next generation. A collector in
Texas offered Ms. Miller $50,000
for it. But he mentioned he might
melt it down. Ms. Miller and her
brother decided not to sell. They
chose instead to donate the bell
to the Paul Revere Heritage Site
museum in Canton, Massachusetts. Now the public can see it too.
“I don’t need a bell in my
garage, and this bell has a story of
its own,” says Ms. Miller. “We’re
the keepers of our history.”

Ms. Miller’s bell is ready
for its journey back to
Massachusetts.
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WHY?
Objects from
history have
value because
of their rarity—
and because
they can remind
people of a shared past.
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You might know Paul Revere from a famous poem
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. It begins like this:
Listen, my children, and you shall hear
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,
On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five:
Hardly a man is now alive
Who remembers that famous day and year.
Almost no one alive remembered knowing or seeing Paul Revere at the time Mr.
Longfellow was writing. And now nobody
at all does. But artifacts such as poems—
and bells!—help keep the past in mind.
Paul Revere was born and died in Boston,
Massachusetts. He lived from 1735 to 1818.
Paul’s father taught him to become a silversmith (someone who crafts objects from silver). Paul became one of
the greatest silver artists in America. He also learned to
make surgical instruments. To support his family, Paul
sold glasses and engraved copper plates too.
None of this explains why he gets his own famous
poem. But this does: When Paul was born, the
United States wasn’t The United States yet. It
was a collection of colonies. As an adult,
Paul wanted freedom from British rule.
He joined the Boston Tea Party. And on
his famous “midnight ride,” he alerted
other colonists that British troops were
coming. His warning readied colonial
soldiers for their first battle.
That was probably the noisiest part
of Paul’s work. Unless you count the
hundreds of bells he made with his sons.
Many Revere bells hung in churches. They
often had this engraving: “THE LIVING TO THE CHURCH
I CALL AND TO THE GRAVE I SUMMON ALL.”
It is appointed for man to die once. — Hebrews 9:27

Illustrations
of Paul on his
famous ride
(right) and
holding some
of his silver
work (below)

AP PHOTO

1. The Suez Canal
connects _______.
a) Iceland and the
United States
b) Europe and Asia
c) Europe and
South America
d) Panama and
Egypt

2. The Northwest
Passage _______.
a) was engineered by
Ferdinand de Lesseps
b) stretches for
4,000 miles
c) connects the
Atlantic to the Pacific
d) starts in Asia

3. A foundry is _______.
a) a place where
metal is melted and
reformed
b) any historical
museum
c) a real estate
company
d) a type of garage

4. Paul Revere
_______.
a) was the second
U.S. president
b) was a silversmith
c) was a pastor
d) was an eye
doctor
Answers
on page 5
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5. What
does the
inscription
on the
Revere
church
bells
mean?
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High school student volunteers
pick up trash in Meriden, Connecticut.

5WK22_14-17_CS.indd 14
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Serving soup. Cleaning up garbage. Visiting the
elderly. What happens when the volunteers who
normally do those jobs just don’t?
People found out during the coronavirus
pandemic. Schools first shut two years ago. Many
student volunteer programs temporarily stopped too.
Some schools ask kids to volunteer for a certain
number of hours. Catholic High School in Baton
normally help. Kids couldn’t work in homeless
Rouge, Louisiana, has those requirements. Kids in
shelters. Nursing home visits stopped. And social
11th grade must volunteer for 40 hours. But they
distancing meant fewer volunteers could fit into one
can’t do just anything. They must spend time with the
space (such as a foodbank).
people they help.
“Everything just went kerplunk,” says Kimberlyn
Packing boxes at a food bank warehouse doesn’t
Denson. She’s a 9th-grade teacher at another Louisicount. But serving meals in a soup kitchen does.
ana school. “Suddenly there was nothing out there
Face-to-face helping can teach good life lessons.
for them to safely do.”
Kids can learn to have empathy for people who are
This came at a cost to communities. Thousands of
suffering.
volunteer hours vanished. This happened just when
But what happens when
people affected by COVID-19 needed help most.
“direct contact” isn’t allowed?
So plans changed. Teachers told kids: Volunteer
During COVID-19,
without direct contact. Some kids
CITIZEN
volunteers
weren’t
gathered canned goods and socks for
SHIP
On average, people
allowed to get close
homeless shelters. Others cleaned up
in America spend
with the people they
outdoors.
about 52 hours per
year volunteering
their time.
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Student volunteers
pack food for
Ukrainian refugees.

How many people volunteer every
year? That question is hard to answer. One
count says about 970 million people
around the world volunteer . . . but that’s
really just a guess. There are probably
many, many more.
Many volunteer hours aren’t recorded.
Think about it: Have your mom and dad
ever quietly visited an isolated neighbor,
taken a meal to someone who just had a
baby, or given garden vegetables away?
They probably didn’t report those kind
acts to anybody. Many volunteers do as
Jesus said: “But when you give to the
needy, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing.” (Matthew 6:3) In
other words, when they do good, they
don’t boast about it. So only God knows
the real volunteer count!
Even though so many people volunteer,
the world never runs out of needs. Who
knows—maybe someday you will need the
help of a volunteer.

Where can you start?
One student even transcribed (wrote out) old
documents for the Smithsonian Institution. Would
a student have done that before? Probably not. Kids
got creative. They thought of new ways to help.
Even “volunteer kerplunk” has a silver lining.

0 Pick up litter on a walk or in the park.
0 Send a get well card or homemade art to
someone sick or in the hospital.
0 Plant flowers outside windows of a
nursing home.
0 Bake cookies for your town’s firefighters.
0 Read to kids younger than you.
0 Donate canned goods to a food drive.

AP PHOTOS

God uses people to
help others in need.
During the pandemic,
volunteers had to
get creative to
stay useful!

0 Visit an animal shelter and play with
the puppies.
0 Donate some of your toys to needy kids.
You probably have more ideas. Listen
for God. Maybe He is bringing a need into
your mind that you can help meet.
MAY /JUNE 20 2 2 •
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Diébédo Francis Kéré

The prize comes with a shiny
bronze medallion and $100,000.
But it has far more value than that
alone. It shows: Mr. Kéré’s work is
changing the world.
Mr. Kéré is the fi rst native
African to win the famous prize.
He specializes in schools, health
facilities, civic buildings, and
housing. What makes his
creations so extraordinary?
Let’s look at an example. After
he became an architect, Mr. Kéré
decided to return to his village to

KÉRÉ: AP PHOTO • PRITZKER: HANDOUT

Diébédo Francis Kéré believes
beauty is for everyone.
Everyone? What if you come
from a village without electricity,
schools, and clean drinking
water? Yes, says Mr. Kéré. He
knows. He grew up in just such a
place—a tiny spot in Burkina
Faso, West Africa. He is an
architect. He uses everyday
materials to make beautiful
buildings for everyone. And now
he is taking home the Pritzker
Prize for architecture.

build a school. He
didn’t bring in expensive materials from far
away. He gathered
something the village
already had a lot of:
clay. The villagers
weren’t sure.
Wouldn’t rain damage
a clay building? Mr.
Kéré convinced them
to give it a try. They
helped him compact
and polish the clay.
They combined some clay with
cement to form bricks. These trap
cooler air inside the building.
Heat escapes through a ceiling
with an elevated roof. The school
has ventilation—no air conditioning required. Cheery round holes
dot the roof to allow light in. The
holes are made from clay pots.
Now 700 kids in Mr. Kéré’s old
village to go to school—to a
beautiful school. Years and years
have passed. And the clay? Rain
still hasn’t washed it away.

The Lycée Schorge
school in Burkina Faso
designed by Mr. Kéré
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School A. You walk into a concrete, bare
building with a low ceiling and almost no windows.
You wipe your brow. Little air flows through the
building, making it hot.
School B. You enter a bright, beautiful room
full of air. Light streams through large windows.
Which school would you rather learn in? We
would pick school B, wouldn’t you?
Did you know that architecture directly
affects people’s health? Poorly designed spaces
tend to stress people out. On the other hand,
people who work in well-designed office spaces
focus better and take less sick leave.
In Mark 12:31, Jesus tells us to love our
neighbors as ourselves. How do you keep His
command? How does an architect?
There are many ways to love our neighbors.
An architect does it by creating beautiful,
functional spaces for people to do life. Whatever
they are called to do, they need a space for living.

There are many ways to
love our neighbors.
Creating beautiful,
functional
spaces for
them to live,
work, learn, and heal
is an act of love we might
sometimes overlook.

An architect is part scientist, part artist, and
part people-studier. Everyone needs shelter. But
how people design that shelter says something
about where they live. They protect themselves
from their unique weather and build with the
materials they have on hand.
All architects face limits while building. They
have only a certain amount of space, money, and
material to work with. What about building in
places of scarcity? In some parts of the world,
people don’t have enough money, food, clean
water, and building materials. Architects working
in these places use materials that last and won’t
need lots of repairs. They can also follow Diébédo
Francis Kéré’s example and teach locals how to
build what they have designed.
These architects leave behind more than
beautiful buildings. They leave behind people with
priceless new skills.

1. empathy
a) dislike
b) understanding
c) leadership

3. compact
a) press firmly
b) loosen
c) select

2. isolated
a) sick
b) alone
c) popular

4. scarcity
a) surplus
b) wealth
c) lack

MAY /JUNE 20 2 2 •
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Brayden Harrington (below)
and his book (right);
Dr. Yaruss helps a patient in
stuttering therapy (bottom).

HARRINGTON: AP • YARUSS: MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSIT Y

Have you ever had trouble pulling a
loose tooth? The tooth dangles. But
it’s stuck! Sometimes words get
stuck. People who stutter can’t pull
words easily out of their mouths.
They may repeat parts of a word,
stretch out sounds, or take long
pauses.
About 70 million people in the
world stutter. Stuttering usually
begins between ages two and six.
Eight out of 10 children outgrow
it—but some don’t. Many famous
people have struggled with stuttering, including President Joe Biden. To
improve his speech, President Biden
spent hours reciting poems in front of a
mirror!
What causes stuttering? There’s no single
answer. We know it’s not because someone is
shy or not smart.
J. Scott Yaruss is a speech-language pathologist
(path-ol-uh-jist) at Michigan State University. (A
pathologist studies the causes and effects of disease
or injury.) Dr. Yaruss says researchers have found
that blood flow is different in the brains of people
who stutter.
There are parts of the left side of the brain that are
very active when people speak. Those areas aren’t
as active in people who stutter. Parts of the right
side of the brain not used for speaking are
overly active in people who stutter. Communication between the two sides of the
brain may be interrupted. Stuttering also
seems to be passed down in families.
Most stutterers use speech therapy to
improve. Brayden Harrington is 14 years
old. He says his struggle with stuttering
has inspired him to one day be a speechlanguage pathologist. He
even wrote a book. You
can check it out from
the library! Look for
TAKE
APART
Brayden Speaks Up:
SMART
How One Boy Inspired
the Nation.

You may know him best for saying, “I am your father!” in The Empire
Strikes Back. Did you know James Earl Jones, the strong, deep voice for
Darth Vader, spoke to almost nobody but farm animals for eight years?
When Mr. Jones was five, his grandparents moved him from Mississippi
to a farm in Michigan. That move turned his life upside-down. Mr. Jones
developed a stutter so severe he couldn’t introduce himself to visitors.
He mostly communicated in writing.
Mr. Jones wrote a poem called “Ode to a Grapefruit” when he was
14. His teacher, Donald Crouch, told him the poem was so good, the
teen couldn’t have written it. Mr. Crouch challenged the young Mr.
Jones to say the poem in front of the whole class from memory!
“I got up and recited it word for word, and we were both
shocked. But we also realized we had a way for me to regain the
power of speech through reading poetry.” Like songs, poems have
rhythm. Most stutterers speak clearly when they sing.
Mr. Jones kept reciting poems. He went on to star in over 60 films
and 30 theater productions. When he reads through a script, Mr. Jones
often has to change the wording. If a sentence has more than three
words beginning with vowels in a row, he can’t say it. Changing scripts
“drives writers crazy.” But he has to cooperate
with his own mouth!
You may also remember Mr. Jones
as the voice of Mufasa saying,
“Remember who you
are!” in The Lion
King
King. Remember you
belong to God! He
delights to speak His
truth through you.

HARRINGTON: AP • YARUSS: MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSIT Y
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Mr. Jones

PRAY
to be kind to
people who speak
differently
than you
do.

WHY? God designed each of us with
unique gifts to serve one another.
Moses didn’t think he was a good
speaker. God helped him: “I will be
with your mouth and teach you
what you shall speak.” (Exodus 4:12)

MAY /JUNE 20 2 2 •
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Mrs. Earhart

Amelia
lost her
flight cap in
a crowd.

Mr. Twiggs had to work hard
to prove the fl ight cap belonged to
the famous Amelia Earhart. He
used photo matching technology.
Mrs. Earhart also wore the
famous cap in 1928. She was the
fi rst woman on board a plane
to cross the Atlantic at that
time. Photos from that event
and the 1929 Air Derby match
even the wrinkles in the cap
that was just sold.
What do you think Mr. Twiggs
will do with the $825,000? How
would you use that much money?

20
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made stops along the
$825,00
0.
way to rest, refuel, and
Really.
make plane repairs.
Amelia Earhart was
wearing the snug, leather
What is your treasure?
fl ight cap when she came
Jesus says the kingdom of
in third place. Thousands
heaven is like “treasure hidden in a
of fans surrounded her
field.” A man sells all he has to buy
when she got out of her
that field! (Matthew 13:44)
plane. The cap was lost
in the crowd.
A boy who liked
young Ellie found a fl ight
cap on the ground. He
to treasure what
said it was the one the pilot
matters most. God
lost. He gave Ellie the cap!
and people are the
greatest gifts
She kept the treasure for years.
we have!
It went to her son when she died.

E ARHART & FERR ARI: AP PHOTOS • HELMET: HERITAGE AUCTIONS, HA .COM • VERTIC AL DIA MOND: SOTHEBY’S

What if you had a hat worth
the price of three houses? Would
you sell it? Anthony Twiggs sold a
fl ight cap owned by pilot Amelia
Earhart for $825,000!
Mr. Twiggs is 67 years old. He
is from Minnesota. His mother,
Ellie Twiggs, watched the end of
the Women’s National Air Derby
in 1929 when she was a girl. The
event was the fi rst official allfemale pilot race. The pilots
traveled from Santa Monica,
California, to Cleveland,
Ohio. That’s over 2,000
miles! It took the
pilots nine days to
fi nish the race. They
2 02 2
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It was
treasured
for years by
a fan.

may be helpful to know the piece’s
provenance.
Provenance (prah-vi-nence)
is the history of who made and
owned an object.
Here’s an example. From
2002 to 2004, Italian car
company Ferrari made
only 400 of its Enzo
model. Ferrari
gave one to
the Catholic
pope! Pope
John Paul II had
the car sold for $1
million to help people
who suffered damage from
a tsunami. Later, the Enzo sold
again for $6 million! The new
owner can say, “I drive a Ferrari
that belonged to the pope!” Rare car.
Famous owner. That’s the value of
knowing the car’s provenance.
What gives you value? You are
made in the image of God. No one
else is like you. God says everyone
He “formed and made” was created
for His glory. (Isaiah 43:7)
$1 million
$6 million
This Ferrari Enzo has a
special dedication to Pope
John Paul II (Papa Giovanni
Paolo in Italian).

AP PHOTOS
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Sometimes the clutter people
drop off at Goodwill is a hidden
goldmine. In 2012, Beth Feeback of
North Carolina went to Goodwill in
search of a canvas. Mrs. Feeback
found a huge red painting
with black, white, and blue
stripes. She paid $9.99
for the piece. She
hoped to paint
“Vertical
Diamond”
cat portraits
over it!
A friend
advised Mrs.
Feeback to check
the artist’s name on
the tag. The painting
turned out to be “Vertical
Diamond” by New York artist
Ilya Bolotowsky (Bo-luh-tow-skee).
It sold at an auction for more than
$27,000! (An auction is a public sale
where items are sold to the person
who offers the most money.)
Thrift-store finds that are rare, in
good shape, in demand, and made
by someone famous can sell for big
money. But to prove that value, it

1. What did President Joe
Biden do to improve his
speaking?
a) He gargled apple juice.
b) He built with letter
blocks.
c) He recited poems.
d) He ate alphabet soup.
2. James Earl Jones became
the voice for which two
characters?
a) Yoda and Captain Hook
b) Darth Vader and Mufasa
c) Chewbacca and Aladdin
d) R2D2 and Buzz
Lightyear
3. How did Anthony Twiggs
prove he had Amelia
Earhart’s flight cap?
a) He had a receipt
showing Mrs. Earhart
bought the cap.
b) A video of Mrs. Earhart
showed her giving the cap
to Mrs. Twiggs.
c) The cap had Mrs.
Earhart’s name written on
the tag.
d) Photo matching
technology proved the cap
was hers.
4. What did the pope do with
his Ferrari Enzo?
a) He drove it to the donut
shop.
b) He sold it to raise
money to help others.
c) He painted it with cat
portraits.
d) He entered the car in a
race and won.
5. What are some things on
Earth that are worth treasuring? Make a list and put them
in order. Talk to your family
members about what you
and they value most.
Answers
on page 5
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People love stories
about heroes—even
furry ones—because
we are made to long
for the ultimate
hero, Jesus.
2 02 2

4/11/22 10:37 AM

NERO: YARMOUTH POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Corporal Daniel
O’Neil and his
partner Ruby pose
in North Kingstown,
Rhode Island.

RUBY: AP PHOTOS

NERO: YARMOUTH POLICE
DEPARTMENT

A mischievous mutt turned out to be a very good
girl. Such a good girl, in fact, that she saved a life.
Ruby is an Australian shepherd and border collie
mix. She turned up in a Rhode Island animal shelter
as a pup. Five families looking for pets chose her. Each
brought her back. Ruby was just too rambunctious.
“She was a total knucklehead,” says shelter
volunteer and dog trainer Patricia Inman. “She
jumped and bit her leash. She wouldn’t sit or lie
down. She just never stopped moving.” Still, Ms.
Inman loved Ruby. She intervened when others
suggested putting Ruby down.
Enter state police Corporal Daniel
O’Neil. He needed a search-andrescue dog. He liked Ruby’s
energy and intelligence. Ms.
Inman vouched for the dog.
Ruby was trained as a
Who’s a
police K-9 dog. (K-9 is a
good girl?
group of police officers
Ruby

who use dogs to help in their work. K-9 sounds like
the word canine, which means related to dogs!)
Fast-forward to October 2017. A teenage boy got
lost for 36 hours while hiking. A human search
party failed to fi nd him. But Ruby led Corporal
O’Neil straight to the teen, who had tumbled into a
ravine. The boy was unconscious and in grave
medical condition. Corporal O’Neil’s radio and GPS
were out of range. But Ruby’s barking drew authorities to the scene.
The surprising twist: When Corporal O’Neil went
to the boy’s home to deliver the good
news, Ms. Inman opened the door. She is
the boy’s mother. She helped save Ruby.
Later, Ruby helped save her son.
What a tale! People have even
turned it into a movie.
“It’s a true underdog story,” says
Corporal O’Neil. “It’s like divine
intervention.”

Most police dogs are bred for their work.
They’re trained from birth. A state police K-9 can
cost $7,500. Many come from Europe. Corporal
Daniel O’Neil looked at Ruby. A shelter mutt.
Hard to manage. She just didn’t fit the bill.
Still, he took the risk.
Now Ruby and Corporal O’Neil
have been partners for 11 years.
They’ve teamed up on several
successful rescues.
This winter, Massachusetts made
a new law: First responders can treat
police dogs injured in the line of
duty. “Nero’s Law” was named for a
K-9 dog that was shot while doing
police work. Back then, state law
didn’t let emergency responders
treat dogs. Nero’s human
partner, Sergeant Sean
Gannon, was also shot. Mr.
Gannon did not recover. But
Nero did. He now lives with
Mr. Gannon’s widow.

Heroes are helpers. They show
selflessness. They may risk danger to
help others. Officers like Corporal O’Neil
and Sergeant Sean Gannon are heroes.
So are dogs like Ruby and Nero.
We’re designed to admire heroes.
Deep in our hearts, we know we need a
hero. And in the big story God is writing,
the perfect hero exists. His name is
Jesus. Jesus is perfectly selfless. He
gave up heaven to come to Earth. He
willingly sacrificed. He died a horrible
death so we don’t have to. Earthly
heroes give us a tiny hint of who He is.
Human—and canine—heroes aren’t
perfect. That includes Ruby. Ruby still
has the occasional misadventure.
Once, she bolted at a state park,
prompting a 19-hour search. She turned
up safe and sound later. Another time,
she came back from an outdoor potty
break with a skunk writhing—and
spraying—in her jaws!

Sergeant Sean Gannon and Nero
MAY /JUNE 20 2 2 •
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PRAY to
be thankful
for the many
gifts of people
and animals of
all ages.
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calm. Trainers
check the
animal’s
responses to
sudden movements. In a common test, trainers
stand in front of a
horse and quickly
open an umbrella.
Most horses will act
surprised. A horse that
doesn’t get upset and
stays open to people is a
therapy winner.
It turns out you can
teach an old
horse new
tricks! Dr.
Joanna

Sue
Molloy

Hockenhull works at the
University of Bristol in
England. “My personal
hope from this project is
really to demonstrate to
people that [racehorses]
can have amazing
second careers.”

A visitor pets a therapy horse
at the Griffith Ranch in
Klamath Falls, Oregon.

WHY?
An older person or
animal has purpose,
beauty, and the
ability to serve. Older
people and animals
can encourage
others—sometimes in
ways they could not
when they were
younger.

MOLLOY: HANDOUT • GRIFFITH R ANCH: AP PHOTO
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Sue Molloy works at
the National Horse
Racing Museum in
England. “Racehorses . . .
really don’t want to be
just standing around in
fields for the next 20, 30
years. And they’re so
versatile. I really believe
there’s a job for 99
percent of them.”
A therapy horse
comforts people who
struggle with fear,
sadness, and anger.
Therapy horses also help
people with special
needs.
The best therapy
horse knows how to stay

2 02 2
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Your therapist walks
toward you. He shakes
his huge head and
snorts. You pat his long
neck. His brown eyes
lock onto yours. It’s hard
to believe this gentle
giant used to be a speeding racehorse!
Imagine being taught
to run as fast as you can
for three or four years.
Then, BAM! That’s over.
Suddenly, you’re just
supposed to wander a
sunny pasture for the
rest of your life? You
might get bored! Is that
how retired racehorses
feel?
Scientists in the
United Kingdom are
giving old racehorses a
new job. They are
training them for
therapy.

MOLLOY: HANDOUT • GRIFFITH R ANCH: AP PHOTO
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In 2013, nurse Mary
Poupon entered an arena with
a herd of horses. She had been
invited to train in horse
therapy. Mrs. Poupon works
with people with mental health
problems. She was skeptical.
Could horses help her patients? She felt a push at the
back of her head. “I looked up
and standing above me was a
1,200-pound horse. . . . At that
moment, I felt that he could
feel that I had an attitude.”
Mrs. Poupon learned that
horses are tuned in to people
and their feelings. Animals like
coyotes and wolves often prey
on wild horses. So horses have
learned to notice all possible
threats. A horse that feels
afraid will react with “fight or
flight.” That means it wants to
run away or to defend itself.
Horses that can’t run from
what scares them will
often bite or kick.

Long ago,
someone said,
“There’s
something
about the
outside of a
horse that’s
good for the
inside of a
man.” People
who train
horses for
therapy believe
that’s true.

Kids feed therapy horses at the
Healing With Horses program at Wild
Rose Farm in Montville, Connecticut.

People can act the same
when they are afraid. They
might move away. Or they
might just shut down. (That’s
“flight” mode.) Frightened
people also can act angry. They
might lash out with words or
actions. (That’s “fight” mode.)
Like people, horses don’t
like to be alone. They stay in
herds. People enjoy being with
family and friend groups too.
In horse therapy, patients
mostly feed, clean, and walk
beside horses. Therapists and
equine experts watch how the
patients and animals respond
to each other.

Horses mirror what people
feel. So a patient who wants to
be close to a horse learns to be
gentle and relaxed. Just
brushing a horse has proven
to calm people’s bodies. That’s
good for both!
Mrs. Poupon now directs
Embrace Hope, a horse
therapy center in Connecticut.
She says seeing kids heal as
they work with horses has been
“nothing short of magical.”

1. rambunctious
a) lively and wild
b) sluggish and slow
c) meek and calm
2. misadventure
a) adventure
for girls
b) mishap
c) terrible trip
3. versatile
a) able to adapt
b) worded like
a poem
c) unable to change

Mary
Poupon

4. skeptical
a) hopeful
b) doubtful
c) unhelpful
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What do you know about
China? You might have heard bad
news about what the government
does there. Censorship. Persecution of some people. But there’s
good news too. It’s about the Good
News! God is growing His church
in China—a LOT.
Hannah Nation studies the
Chinese church. Around 60 years
ago, there were fewer than one
million Christians in China, she
says. That’s according to the World
Christian Encyclopedia. Today,
there are likely between 70 and 80
million.

The Chinese government
wants to be in charge of all
religion. It has an official state
church. But Christians also
started their own churches called
“house churches.” Those are not
registered with the government.
Some house churches, like Early Rain
Covenant Church
in Chengdu, have
been greatly
oppressed.
Church leaders
may get put in
jail. But rather

than fight, Chinese Christians try
to respond differently. They
repent for their own sins. They
treat others—even jailers—with
kindness. They share Christ—not
just with their neighbors. They
even tell their captors and other
prisoners how good Jesus is!
Wang Yi is Early Rain’s
pastor. He has been in
prison since 2018. Mr.
Wang and his wife
wrote a letter to their
church 12 days before
they were arrested.
“If he is imprisoned,

P
s

P

Hannah Nation

CHINA PARTNERSHIP

Chinese Christians
worship in
Hong Kong.

JET
BALLOON
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he will entrust everything to
the Lord and start his personal
prison ministry. If he is free,
he will be even bolder in
preaching . . .” the letter said.
The Chinese church is one
of the fastest growing in the
world. “Look at what God is
doing globally!” Mrs. Nation
says—especially in China.

PRAY for Chinese Christians
seeking to serve God while
facing persecution.
Pray for Christians in your
country
as well.

Chinese believers attend a
Christian conference Malaysia.

What would it be like to worship with a Chinese house church?
Most are fairly small—under 100 people. People pray a LOT and for
a long time. It’s common to start prayer meetings at 5 o’clock a.m.,
before work. Chinese Christians love to sing! They sing Chinese songs.
They also sing American worship songs translated into Chinese,
says Hannah Nation. They love to use music to share the gospel.
We can learn from Chinese Christians. Here are three things the
Chinese church can teach us.
1. Prayer is doing something. There is much brokenness in the
world. Prayer is the first response the church should take. Prayer
is not passive. It’s not “doing nothing.” When we pray, we come
before the King of the universe.

CHINA PARTNERSHIP

2. The church offers the best gift we can give to our community.
Despite facing persecution, Chinese Christians love China. “They
see the gospel as the best gift they can give,” Mrs. Nation says.
Evangelism (sharing about Jesus as Savior) and church planting are
how they give that gift.

Persecution is punishing or
harassing a person or a group,
particularly because of what
that person or group believes.
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3. Pressure and persecution remind us to repent. When the
Chinese church comes under pressure, it calls for both individuals
and the whole group to repent of sin. Early Rain Covenant Church
wrote a public prayer after four years of being
attacked. The members repented of thinking
too much about themselves. They saw the
God is spreading
need to pray for others who are also
His
kingdom through
oppressed.
the
whole world, just
Our Chinese sisters and brothers
as He said He would.
aren’t “super Christians.” They’re sinners
This good news
dealing with everyday problems. But
has eternal
their trust in God means they are hopeful.
consequences.
They are not discouraged or defeated.
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worldkids

27

4/11/22 10:39 AM

Refugees from Ukraine
rest in the ballroom of
the Mandachi Hotel in
Suceava, Romania.

taken turns sleeping in the
hotel’s ballroom. Row upon row
of numbered mattresses cover
the floor. A disco ball glitters
overhead.
Why are people running away
from Ukraine?
Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24. Many innocent
people were killed. In just a
month, more than four million
Ukrainians fled. Many journeyed
to nearby countries such as
Romania.
Ukraine sits on the border of
Russia. Once, both countries
belonged to the Soviet Union.
Russia led the Soviet Union and
oppressed its people. But in 1991,
the Soviet Union fell apart.
Ukraine fi nally had freedom from
Russian rule.
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People in Europe are
showing hospitality to Ukrainians in
need. We can follow their example
and look for needs close to us.

AP PHOTOS

Olga and Knolly
feel relief in the
Mandachi Hotel.

But the trouble was far from
over. In 2014, Ukrainians overthrew their president Viktor
Yanukovych. (He supported
Russia.) Russia and Ukraine have
been at war ever since. And now
Russian President Vladimir Putin
wants Ukraine back.
Does Ukraine belong to Russia?
Ukrainians say “NO!” And most
of the rest of the world agrees.
For now, volunteers at the
hotel change the mismatched
sheets on mattresses. They place
handwritten signs over them:
“reserved” or “free.”
One bus pulls away from the
hotel. It carries refugees farther
from their homes in Ukraine.
Right away, another bus pulls in.
Do not neglect to show hospitality
to strangers. — Hebrews 13:2

AP PHOTO

Olga Okhrimenko walks into a
fancy hotel ballroom in Suceava,
Romania. Her dog, Knolly, strains
at the leash. The two have spent
three days fleeing Ukraine by car,
bus, and taxi in the bitter cold.
Is there room in the inn? Just
barely. The owner of the Mandachi Hotel has decided to welcome
refugees from Ukraine. In a little
more than a week, more than
2,000 people and 100 pets have
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Why does Russia want Ukraine so badly? Easy. Ukraine is
an absolute treasure.
We wouldn’t recommend visiting Ukraine right now. But let’s
take a (very) long distance tour of “the breadbasket of Europe.”

Ukraine

AP PHOTO

Farmers working in Ukraine.

Yummm Ukrainians on the run are
probably already homesick for
some traditional foods:
paska (Easter bread),
borscht (beet soup),
and varenyky
(stuffed dumplings).
Location Ukraine
lies between Russia
and the rest of
Europe. It also has a
long coastline on the
Black Sea—and
several port cities
which are valuable
for trade.

AP PHOTOS

2. What did Early Rain Covenant
Church’s public prayer say?
a) The church condemned its
pastor.
b) The church announced the
launch of new programs.
c) The church repented for
thinking more about itself
than others.
d) The church wrote a worship
song about persecution.

Language
Mostly Ukrainian—
a language written
with an alphabet
called Cyrillic
Religion Mostly
Eastern Orthodox
Christianity

for peace and
justice for the
people of
Ukraine.

ia

Rich black soil Some of the most
fertile land in the world runs
through the middle of Ukraine. This
soil grows sugar beets and wheat.
Ukraine also produces: barley, corn,
oats, rye, millet, buckwheat, rice,
potatoes, sunflower seeds for oil,
tomatoes, peppers, melons, and
more.

New style Ukraine isn’t part of the
freedom-squashing Soviet Union
anymore, and it shows. Expensive
stores, art galleries, and cafés now
pepper the capital city Kyiv (KE-EV).

Major people
groups Ukrainian
and Russian, plus
Romanian,
Belarusian,
Crimean Tatar

ss

From wildcats to hamsters
Ukraine has more than 350 species of
birds. Roam around Ukraine’s countryside and you may also spot wolves,
wildcats, roe deer, wild pigs, mouflons
(wild sheep), hamsters, and storks.

1. How many
Christians are
likely in China?
a) 70,000
to 80,000
b) 3 billion
c) 70 to 80
million
d) fewer than
one million

Just for fun Ukrainian cities
are built for walking. People
stroll on wide sidewalks and
picnic in parks. They attend
the ballet or opera. Ukrainians also sing traditional
songs, craft folk art from
carved wood, and embroider.

Texas

Ru

Big . . . and Tiny
Ukraine is the
biggest country in
Europe besides
Russia. But it’s still
smaller than Texas.

Ukraine

3. Russia and Ukraine
both ______ .
a) belonged to the
Soviet Union
b) belonged to the
African continent
c) belonged to the
Axis powers in
World War I
d) belonged to
Romania

Black Sea

4. Ukraine is ______ .
a) three times
larger than Texas
b) the largest
country in Europe
c) part of the
Soviet Union
d) a little smaller
than Texas

5. What do
you think are
the best ways
a Christian
should
respond to
persecution?
Answers
on page 5
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Like Sister, Like Brother
Mack Rutherford is 16. This January, his
sister, Zara (19), became the youngest woman to
fly solo around the world. Now Mack wants to
break a record of his own.
His parents watched as Mack took off from
an airstrip west of Sofia, Bulgaria, in March. Wind
blew. But the sky was clear.
Mack has flown hundreds of hours with his
dad, Sam, who is a professional ferry pilot. His
mother, Beatrice, is a private pilot.
Just like his sister, Mack is flying an ultrafast
Shark plane. An extra fuel tank will take up the
plane’s second seat. Mack’s lonely journey will
cover 52 countries on five continents and cross
the equator twice.

Farthest Star Yet
Twinkle, twinkle, giant star,
astronomers see how far you are.
Astronomers have discovered the farthest
star yet, a super-hot, super-bright giant.
How old is it? Old enough to not be burning
anymore.
Yep. Even though we can see this
luminous blue star through the Hubble
Space Telescope, it’s actually long gone. By
the time the light of such distant stars
reaches us, they have already burned out.
The star has a nickname: Earendel. That
Old English name means “morning star” or
“rising light.”
Current data show that Earendel was
more than 50 times the size of our Sun and
around one million times brighter.
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify
to you about these things for the churches.
I am the root and the descendant of David,
the bright morning star.” — Revelation 22:16

30

worldkids • MAY/ JU NE

5WK22_30-31_Shorts6.indd 30

2 02 2

AP PHOTOS

A NASA astronaut caught a Russian ride back to Earth this March. But first, he broke a
record. He spent 355 days on the International Space Station—the longest U.S. stay yet.
Mark Vande Hei landed in a Soyuz capsule in Kazakhstan alongside Russians Pyotr
Dubrov and Anton Shkaplerov. Mr. Dubrov had also spent the last year in space. The trio
emerged into the late afternoon sunlight one by one. Mr. Vande Hei, the last one out,
grinned and waved.
Mr. Vande Hei has been indoors (in space!) for almost a year. He wants to spend time
outside. He also can’t wait to make cups of coffee for himself and his wife, Julie.
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Finally Home

A Kid at Heart
A spunky sixth grader jogs around orange
cones with her classmates. It doesn’t matter
that she is more than 80 years older than the
other students. The kids call her “Gogo,” which
means grandma. Priscilla Sitienei (Si-tee-en-a)
is 98. She loves to learn and run around outside
with her friends. “It is my joy,” she says. Some
of her best subjects are science and math.
In 2003, Kenya’s leaders gave money to
schools. Old people who never got to finish
school could go back to the classroom. Mrs.
Sitienei wants to become a doctor. Her teacher
says she has the best handwriting in her class.
Mrs. Sitienei says, “I don’t think education has
an age limit.”

Mrs. Sitienei
(center)
listens in
class.

Tornado Moves House

AP PHOTOS

AP PHOTOS

The Wizard of Oz is a great story . . . to
read, not to live! Just ask the Castellanos
family in Arabi, Louisiana. A tornado carried
their home to a new address.
Dea Castellanos heard the rain and wind
outside as she sat on her living room couch
one day this March. The next thing Mrs.
Castellanos knew, the entire house was
spinning.
The home crashed down in the middle of a
street. The Castellanos parents climbed out of
the wreckage. Their disabled daughter, still in
her bedroom, called for her mom.
Firefighters quickly arrived and carried the
daughter out. Now the whole family is doing
fine—including a pet bird.

The Prishchaks

Hawaiians Help
Vasyl and Marina Prishchak took their daughters
on vacation to Hawaii! Sounds like a dream. But it
could have been a nightmare.
The Prishchaks are from Ukraine. While away
from home, Russia attacked their country. They
could not go back. Their money ran out. Where
would they stay? What would they eat?
The family enjoys canoeing in Hawaii. They have
made friends there. The community wants to help.
Other paddlers raised money for food.
“We don’t know how we return to Ukraine,” says
dad Vasyl. Meanwhile, his daughters, ages 5, 10, and
16, are starting school in Hawaii.
Beata Markin helped find a cottage for the family
to stay in. “They have nowhere to go,” she says. “It’s
our responsibility to make sure they are OK here.”
Love your neighbor as yourself. — Matthew 22:39

The Castellanos house
MAY /JUNE 20 2 2 •

5WK22_30-31_Shorts6.indd 31

worldkids

31

4/11/22 9:48 AM

You read part of the poem “Paul Revere’s
Ride” on page 13. Here’s another story
about the same subject—but we didn’t
have time to edit this one. Can you help
us find the mistakes?

Poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow made Paul
Revere’s night jurney unforgettable in his poem,
“Paul Revere’s ride.” But even Mr. longfellow—one of
America’s most famous poets—didn’t get all his facts

6 spelling errors
3 punctuation errors
5 capital letter errors

right. The poem says paul Revere road alone. Nope!
(Really, William Dawes and Samuel Prescott joined
him.) The pome also says Paul Revere made it all the
way to Concord, Massachusetts. (He didnt.) In the
poem, Paul Revere’s ride was uneventfull. (In real
life, he was captured by the british, who
eventually let him go?)

Mr.
Longfellow
had his
first poem
published
by the Portland
Gazette when
he was only 13
years old!

Mr. Longfellow wrote the poem in
1860. People weren’t thinking about
the Americun Revolution then, They
were about to start the civil War. The
nation was going to splinter. Mr.
Longfellow thought Americans
needed a poem to help unite them.
Granted, not everything about the
poem was exactly factual. But the
romantick version of Paul Revere
sure did get people’s attention.
Answers
on page 5

32

worldkids • MAY/ JU NE

5WK22_32_PT.indd 32

2 02 2

4/11/22 9:50 AM

