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Honey bees and ground 
bumblebees work 
together vigorously on 
the blossom of a poppy—
also called a corn rose—in 
Berlin, Germany. These poppies 
abound in Flanders Fields at the 
border of Belgium and France. 
The area was a prominent 
World War I battleground site.
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Answers
on page 5

0 It’s summertime and the puzzles aren’t easy! 
Can you solve these summer-themed rebus* 
puzzles? Write your answers in the spaces below.

* A rebus is a puzzle where you have to guess a phrase from  
   a combination of pictures, letters, numbers, or symbols.

1.

4.

7.

2.

5.

8.

3.

6.

9.
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When Jacky Hunt-Broersma (Broosh-
muh) says, “I can do hard things,” she means 
it. She lost her left leg below the knee to a 
rare cancer. Did that keep her from winning a 
world record for running? No way! She just 
finished 104 marathons in 104 days.

Ms. Hunt-Broersma comes from South 
Africa. She runs on a carbon-fiber prosthesis. 
(That’s a device that substitutes for a missing 
body part.) She started her world record 
attempt on January 17. For the next 104 days, 
she ran the distance of a marathon once 
each day. She completed the 26.2 miles either 
on a loop course near her home in Gilbert, 
Arizona, or on a treadmill. On some runs, she 
sported a T-shirt that says, “Having two legs 
is so last year.”

Next on this super-runner’s list? Rest!
Let us run with endurance the race that is 

set before us. — Hebrews 12:1

One Fast Learner

No Leg? No Problem!

Like other young men, Elliott Tanner plays 
Minecraft. He makes cardboard armor with neighbor 
buddies. He also studies physics with college 
friends.

Elliott is 13. He earned a degree in physics at the 
University of Minnesota in May. Physics is the 
science of matter, energy, force, and motion. Elliott 
plans to take even more classes.

Elliott taught himself to read by age three. He 
also carried around magnetic numbers instead of 
stuffed animals. By age five, he knew all the chemical 
elements! Sometimes Elliott bought textbooks 
instead of toys with birthday money.

Elliott was homeschooled. But his parents could 
not keep up with his hunger to learn. He began 
college classes at age nine.

What does Elliott see in his future? He says, 
“Sharing is caring.” So what will he share? His 
knowledge and his joy for physics. He wants to 
teach at the college level.
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Elliott 
Tanner

Jacky Hunt-Broersma
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Like Ms. Hunt-Broersma, Kami Rita 
broke a record. But this one was his own
record. The Sherpa from Nepal has 
summited Mount Everest 26 times. That’s 
the most Everest climbs ever.

Mr. Rita is 52. He first scaled Everest in 
1994. He has been making the trip nearly 
every year since then. Sherpa work runs 
in Mr. Rita’s family. His father was one of 
the first Sherpa guides.

Sherpas’ skills keep foreign climbers 
safe on Everest every year. But will the 
next generation follow in Mr. Rita’s 
footsteps? Many Sherpas want their 
children to find safer work.

“Climbing is like going on a battle,” Mr. 
Rita told an Australia television station in 
2019. “You don’t know whether you’ll 
return alive.”

You do not know what tomorrow will 
bring. — James 4:14

The clock ran down at the 
end of the homecoming game 
in Bremerton, Washington. 
Game over! Next, an assis-
tant coach knelt in prayer—
as he did after every game. 
Players and spectators 
rushed to join him.

That coach is a Christian 
named Joe Kennedy. When school 
officials decided he could not pray after games 
anymore, he was put on paid leave. Eventually, he 
decided not to come back as coach.

Six years later, Coach Kennedy wants his job back. 
He is arguing before the U.S. Supreme Court. He 
claims the Bremerton School District broke the law by 
refusing to let him continue praying after games.

The Constitution says the government can’t create 
an official religion. A coach or teacher can’t make 
students pray. But a teacher can pray over his or her 
lunch, even if students are watching.

Does the Constitution protect 
Coach Kennedy’s prayers? The 
highest court in the land will decide.

PAGE 3 PUZZLE: 1. Apple pie, 2. Round trip ticket, 3. Banana split, 4. Flip fl ops, 5. Ice cream, 6. Baseball diamond, 7. Lemonade, 8. Yellow jackets, 9. Surf’s up.  |QUIZZES: SCIENCE 
SOUP, p6-9, Levee removal, Native plants 1. d, 2. d, 3. b, 4. a, 5. Answers will vary but may include: Both the California levees and the Callery pear show us that sometimes people’s 
ideas are not be� er than nature, the way God designed it to work. Still, humans can learn from mistakes, admit error, and make repairs. |TIME MACHINE, p10-13, London’s gas 
lamps, Jai Alai 1. a, 2. a, 3. b, 4. c |CITIZEN SHIP, p14-17, School for migrant kids, Baby names 1. a, 2. d, 3. a, 4. d, 5. Answers will vary but should include an understanding that God’s 
name is united to His perfect, holy character and should be treated with the greatest respect by everyone whom He has granted life and breath. |TAKE APART SMART, p18-21, 
Flower farm,  Hi-tech at Pompeii 1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. b |CRITTER FILE, p22-25, Greyhounds, Snail farming 1. b, 2. b, 3. d, 4. d, 5. Answers will vary but may include that snails are less 
costly, need less maintenance, and reproduce more quickly than cows and pigs. |JET BALLOON, p26-29, NATO, Moving to a new city  1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. c |PAGE 32 PUZZLE: Across: 4. 
Deer, 5. Volcano, 7. Tuolumne, 9. Neighbor, 11. Administration, 15. Abide, 19. Light, 20. Nutella, 21. Sojourner, 22. Dams, Down: 1. London, 2. Pelota, 3. Archaeologists, 6. Cuju, 8. 
Nostalgia, 10. Ladder, 12. Daff odil, 13. Gastropod, 14. Callery, 16. Run, 17. NATO, 18. Olivia, 23. SPOT. Colors: Green-good, Violet-roots, Orange-Tom, Yellow-mini, Pink-tag, Gray-Dad.

More news shorts online everyday at kids.wng.org—-——- —-

Record Climb

Coach Goes to Court
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The peak of 
Mount Everest

Kami 
Rita

Coach Kennedy 
praying with his 
team in 2015.

Joe 
Kennedy
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Sometimes it’s good 
to be flooded. 

Farmland in California 
was sold. It will become 
floodplain land. The land 
worked best that way all 
along! River flooding is a 
natural part of life.  

The Tuolumne 
 (too-awl-uh-me) and 
San Joaquin (wah-keen) 
Rivers in California come 
together in the Central 
Valley. The land around 
the rivers used to be 
wetlands. 

In 1848, people 
found gold near the 
rivers. Thousands 
wanted to strike it rich. 
Miners learned that 
gravel deposits at the 
bottoms of hills and 
canyons held gold.

They used hydraulic 
mining to get to the 
gravel deposits. High 
pressure cannons pulled 
water from rivers. Huge 
blasts washed away dirt 
to expose the loose 

pebbles. Miners sifted 
water and soil to catch 
gold. Massive amounts of 
soil and water flowed 
into the rivers. They 
became clogged and 
flooded. 

Farmers in wetland 
areas built levees. They 
wanted to keep floods 
away from crops. Levees 
are mounds of dirt along 
the edges of rivers.  

The rivers couldn’t 
overflow easily into 
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SCIENCE
SOUP

worldkids • JULY/AUGUST 2022

A
P P

H
O

TO
S D

IA
G

R
A

M
: K

R
IE

G
 B

A
R

R
IE

Stormwater breaks though a 
levee in Modesto, California 
(right). An excavator 
dismantles a levee in 
Sonoma, California (below).
dismantles a levee in 
Sonoma, California (below).
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A levee isn’t the only way to direct river water. Beavers block rivers 
with sticks, rocks, and mud to make ponds. People do the same thing 
when they build dams!  

Dams are walls built across rivers or streams to collect and control 
water. Water can be guided to turn machines called turbines. They spin to 
make electricity. Russia uses dams to provide electricity for people living 
far from cities. 

In India and China, summer mon-
soons bring heavy rainfall. Dams help 
store rainwater in reservoirs. That 
water will save crops in drier months. 

Most dams perform many tasks. 
Willow Creek Dam in Oregon protects 
a nearby city from flooding. It also 
provides water for crops and creates a 
favorite fishing spot.  

But there’s a downside to dams. 
Jessie Moravek is a river scientist. She 
says, “Building a dam in a river is like 
putting a roadblock in the middle of a 
highway. It totally messes up the flow 
of traffic in both directions.” 

Fish and eels that migrate to and 
from the ocean have a hard time when 
they come to a dam. Sand and silt build up around dams. That slows a 
river and clogs a reservoir. Dams can’t store as much water as the sand 
levels rise. Too much sand in rivers is also less healthy for fish.   

There are clever ways to tackle these problems. Fish ladders are pools 
of water between low steps that let fish migrate through dams. Bristle 
ramps provide a prickly slide for eels to move down river. Sand tunnels 
allow sand and silt to flow under dams.   

We can work with water. Good planning looks out for people, fish, and 
the land around rivers.
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Greed for 
gold and farmland 
caused damage to 
rivers and wetlands. 
But people can be 
creative to repair the 
damage! Learning to 
make repairs 
is a very 
impor-
tant part 
of being 
human.

floodplains. As heavy 
rain fell, the clogged 
rivers flooded new areas 
downstream where 
levees had not been 
built. Farmers in those 
places started building 
levees! 

Where could the 
extra water and soil go? 
It started to wash away 
the levees!

In 1884, a court case 
stopped companies from 
dumping mining left-
overs into rivers. But big 
storms still cause rivers 
to overflow. Levees keep 
getting damaged. 

Removing those 
levees will help rivers 
work the way God 
intended.

creative to repair the 
damage! Learning to 
make repairs 
is a very 
impor-
tant part 
of being 
human.

Dam

FISH LADDERS allow fish to 
bypass dams and swim upstream.

BRISTLE RAMP:
These are also 

called eel 
passes.

The H
oover Dam

 is in N
evada.
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You’re a handsome tree, 
Callery pear. But you stink. 

Bringing Callery 
pears to the United States 
was a great idea. At least, 
Frank N. Meyer thought so 
a century ago.

Mr. Meyer was an agricultural 
explorer. He introduced 2,500 
species of plants (including the 
Meyer lemon) to the United States 
in the early 1900s. He called the 
Callery pear wonderful. And why 
not? It survived drought and poor 
soil. Trees developed from Callery 
pears were pretty, insect-resis-
tant, and hardy.

� e vision caught on. People 
still plant Callery pears (and their 
descendant trees, including the 
Bradford pears) in yards. 

How nice.
Except, these trees don’t 

belong in North America. � ey 
overwhelm native plants and 
sport nasty, four-inch spikes. 
Callery pears’ stinky blooms 
produce marble-sized, 
inedible fruits. � ese 
squish on sidewalks. 
Starlings and robins 
gobble them up. � eir 
droppings spread seeds widely. 
 Seedlings only a few months old 
bear spurs that can punch 

through tractor tires!
“� ey’re a real 

menace,” says 
Jerrod Carlisle. He 
and a neighbor had 

just fi ve of the trees in their yards 
in Indiana. � ese spawned 
thousands of others on 50 acres. 

Mr. Carlisle is trying to turn 
that land into a forest full of 
native plants. Native plants grow 

naturally in a certain place 
without people bringing them in.

Mr. Carlisle cut down pear 
trees. Pop! New sprouts. 

He sprayed with herbicide. 
Boing! New leaves appeared. 

He cut off  bark in a circle 
around the trunk. � is kills most 
trees. Not these. 

Plus, the trees’ billowing 
white blossoms reek. People 
compare their scent to perfume 
gone wrong, rotting fi sh, chlorine, 
and a cheese sandwich left in a 
car for a week. Eeeeewwww!
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Callery pears’ stinky blooms 
produce marble-sized, 

gobble them up. � eir 

God made plants to 
flourish in the specific 
      places He designed 

     for them.

Thanks a lot, Frank.
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Picture this: You step into 
your garden. The beds brim with 
flowers. Birds, bees, and butter-
flies congregate around you. 
You feel like Snow White! The 
creatures are merrily eating 
seeds and gathering pollen. You 
just stand there and look pretty 
(or handsome, of course).

Is this a result of your hard 
work? Not really. Your plants 
need barely any care at all. 

When God designed the world, He 
made each kind of animal and plant 
to live in a certain place. In their 
proper homes, animals and plants 
have the nutrients and conditions 
they need to survive. They become 
food for other native creatures. That 
keeps their populations in balance. 

All that can be true in your garden 
too. How can you “go native” in your 
own backyard?

Think about bugs. Lure pollinators. 
You need bugs if you want your 
garden to produce flowers, fruits, and 
vegetables. Use plants they recognize 
as food. If you think about it, our lives 
depend on insects: Without them, 
flowering plants can’t produce food. 
Birds also need plants for food. They 
disperse seeds while keeping harmful 
insect populations in check.

Choose native plants. Native 
plants don’t need much maintenance. 
That means less watering, less 
fertilizing, and less fussing. They’ve 
been doing quite nicely growing wild 
by the side of the road, thank you. 
They’ll do the same in your garden.

Ready to begin late summer and 
fall planting? Find out what’s native 
to your location. Check online at:
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1. Why did farmers in 
Central Valley build 
levees?
 a) They wanted to 
 plant almond trees 
 in the raised soil. 
 b) They wanted 
 mounds of earth for 
 mud pie contests. 
 c) They wanted to 
 search around 
 levees for gold. 
 d) They wanted to 
 keep flood waters 
 from crops.

2. Why do people build 
dams across rivers and 
streams? 
 a) Water can be 
 guided to turbines 
 to make electricity.
 b) Rain can be 
 collected to water 
 crops.
 c) Water can be stored 
 to prevent flooding.
 d) All of the above. 

3. Which is not true of 
Callery pears?
 a) They resist disease.
 b) They come from 
 North America.
 c) They stink.
 d) They’re hard 
 to get rid of.

4. A native plant ______ .
 a) will require less 
 care 
 b) comes from 
 another continent
 c) will be inedible to 
 local animals
 d) never attracts bugs

5. What is one lesson 
you can learn from the 
California levees and the 
Callery pear?

Answers
on page 5

 the Lady Bird Johnson 
 Wildflower Center

 the Biota of North America 
Program

 the Xerces Society

 Audubon Native Plants Database

A front yard in Westchester 
County, NewYork, has been 
converted from lawn to a 
native plant garden.

A front yard full of flowers and 

plants instead of lawns 

of grass.
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Warm light bathes 
an alley in London, 
England. It shines from 
gas-powered lamps—
and has for hundreds 
of years.

These lamps are 
the last of their kind. 
Time marches on. 
People put in electric 
lamps instead. 

Wait a minute! some 
Londoners think. Leave 
our gas lamps alone!

“Gas lamps are very 
much part of London’s 
DNA,” says Luke Honey. 
He co-founded the 
London Gasketeers, a 
group set up to protect 
the last of the lamps. 
“They’ve been 
immortalized on tele- 
vision, in film, in books, 
in literature . . . They 
deserve to be saved.”

City officials dis-
agree. They have begun 
replacing the old lamps 
with LED versions. 
Bookseller Tim Bryars 
was horrified when 
work started on the 
street lamp outside his 
shop. He counts on the 

gas lamps—not just for 
light, but for business. 
People come to his 
street just to experience 
the gas lamps. The 
lamps remind people of 
old times when lamp-
lighters would come 
along every morning on 

their bicycles, ladders 
over their shoulders, to 
extinguish lamps.

But officials say 
replacement lamp 
parts have become 
hard to find. And if the 
lights go out and can’t 
be repaired right away, 
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TIME
MACHINE

A gas lamps 
doesn’t use a bulb. 
It uses a ceramic 
mesh bag called 

a mantle. 

Jim, a gas 
lamplighter, 
tends to a 
gas lamp 

outside of 
Westminster 

Abbey, 
London.
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Caretakers look after 
around 1,000 gas street 
lamps across London. 
Some of the lamps switch 
on and off with a modern 
battery system. Others 
still operate using a more 
traditional method.

“Half of them, 
approximately 500 of 
them, have mechanical 
clocks that need winding 
every two weeks,” 
explains area manager 
Joe Fuller. As he talks, he 
changes a damaged 
mantle—one of the small 
domes that contain the 
burning gas flames.

We’re used to turning 
on our lights with a 
switch. Do you think you 
would enjoy winding the 
light instead? It wouldn’t 
save time. But it certainly 
would be nostalgic. 

Nostalgia comes from 
two Greek words: nostos 

and algos. Nostos means 
return home. Algos 
means pain. If you’ve ever 
felt a combination of 
those things—a painful 
longing for home or the 

past—then you know 
exactly what nostalgia 
feels like. It’s not usually a 
severe pain. It’s more like 
a twinge.

Gas lights make 
Londoners feel nostalgic 
for the old days in their 
city. You might have 
different nostalgia 
triggers. (The smell of a 
school you used to go to? 
The taste of a dessert 
your great-grandma used 
to make?)

Nostalgia is deeply 
human. It reminds us that 
we’re homesick—and that 
we can feel homesick 
even while we’re at home! 
That’s because we’re 
designed to live in a 
perfect world in perfect 
fellowship with God. Our 
hearts remember this 
with nostos plus algos.

My people will abide 
in a peaceful habitation, 
in secure dwellings, and 
in quiet resting places. 
— Isaiah 32:18
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the streets aren’t as safe. 
Besides, they say, the 
new electric lights are 
more environmentally 
friendly. 

But the lights’ 
 caretakers, a specialist 
team from British Gas, 
say the lamps have plenty 
of spare parts. The gas 
lamps use very little gas. 
And installing new lights 
means digging up the 
street to connect them 
to power.

So far, officials have 
replaced 10 percent of the 
gas lamps. Will they do 
more? Not for now. Lamp 
lovers’ complaints have 
made them push pause.

clocks that need winding 

This 
illustration 

shows a 
lamplighter 
in the old 

days.

Westminster 
Could nostalgia be 
the reason people 
wear traditional 
lamplighter uniforms 
to light lamps along 
the Charles Bridge 
during Advent? An 
automated system 
is used the rest of 
the year.

Nostalgia is a 
feeling of fond longing 

for a place or period one 
knew before. It reminds 

us we’re made for a 
perfect home with God.
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You’d think the fastest ball 
game in the world would be a 
hit. But fans of jai alai (hi-uh-lie) 
have to work hard to keep the 
sport alive. 

Jai alai (which means “merry 
festival”) was fi rst played in Spain 
during holidays over 400 years 

ago. Players use a rubber 
ball wrapped in 
goatskin. 

Put your helmet 
on tight! Tie this 

odd-looking glove onto 
your wrist. It has a narrow, 
curved wicker basket attached. 
Sling the ball from the basket 
as hard as you can against a 
high wall. Players hurl it as fast 
as 180 miles per hour! 

� e other team tries to catch 
the speeding orb and throw it 
back at the wall. � e ball must 
be caught in the air or after the 
fi rst bounce. Miss a catch? Your 
opponent wins a point! If the 

ball bounces twice or goes out of 
bounds, lose another point. And 
don’t hold the ball too long!

As many as 10,000 people 
used to go to jai alai games. In 
America, most people played 
and watched the sport in 
Miami, Florida. 

From 1988 to 1991, players 
held a strike. � at means they 
stopped participating. � ey 
wanted better pay. Game 
 managers asked other players 
with less training to play instead. 
Many jai alai fans lost interest 
then. � ey chose to watch 
baseball, basketball, and hockey 
matches instead. 

� ere’s only one place left in 
the country where jai alai is 
played as a professional sport. It 
remains at Magic City in Miami. 
True fans want the game to 
please crowds again. A bouncier 

ball is now used. And 
Magic City made 

the court 
smaller. 

Now the 
game is 
even faster 
than ever!

A jai alai player 
slings the ball 

against the wall.
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Athletic games 
allow us to learn 

a sport, make 
friends, and keep 
our bodies strong 
with exercise. Get 
outside and play 

this week!

please crowds again. A bouncier 
ball is now used. And 

Magic City made 
the court 

smaller. 
Now the 

odd-looking glove onto 

with the apostle 
John, “I pray that all 
may go well with you 
and that you may be 

in good health.” 
(3 John 1:2)(3 John 1:2)
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Kick, throw, catch, bounce! How long 
have humans been playing ball games? 

People in Central America made balls from the sap of 
rubber trees 1700 years before the time of Jesus. They 
bounced a ball off their hips to each other in one game! 

The earliest type of soccer is called cuju (tzoo-joo). 
Chinese players kicked a ball stuffed with feathers 
toward a net in the middle of a field. No 
hands could touch the ball! 

The first handball games were prob-
ably played in Greece. Ancient pottery 
from that area shows people throwing 
a ball to team members. 

Jai alai got its name around 1875. 
The Pyrenees (peer-uh-neez) Moun-
tains are on the border of France and 
Spain. People there bounced 
balls against church walls 
during festivals. 

Some players used 
their hands to hit the ball. 
Others used rackets or 
wooden bats. We aren’t 
sure who made the first 
curved wicker baskets for 
slinging the ball. The baskets are 
called cestas (ses-tahs). They 
have always been handwoven 
from reeds. 

The pelota (Spanish for 
“ball”) has a rubber core. It 
is wound with cord, 
wrapped in goat skin, and 
stitched. In expert level 
games, the ball lasts only 

about 20 minutes before the cover splits open!
The wall players slam the ball against is usually 

made of granite. Almost no other kind of wall can 
handle the impact of an object flying that fast! 

What kinds of games did people play in Jesus’ days? 
Old Egyptian drawings show people juggling balls! 

God knows we need time to relax. Jesus told His 
busy disciples to “rest a while.” (Mark 6:31) Games help 
people rest from work while connecting with others!
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Ball 
games are 
seen in 
Ancient 
Greek art.

An expert 
craftsman 

stiches a jai 
alai ball.

Answers
on page 5

Cuju 
was 

played 
in China.

God knows we need time to relax. Jesus told His 
busy disciples to “rest a while.” (Mark 6:31) Games help 
people rest from work while connecting with others!

Mayan people who lived in Central 
America made this rubber ball.

4.  ancient
 a) well crafted
 b) useful
 c) very old

hands could touch the ball! 
The first handball games were prob-

Ancient pottery 
from that area shows people throwing 

Jai alai got its name around 1875. 
peer-uh-neez) Moun-peer-uh-neez) Moun-peer-uh-neez

tains are on the border of France and 
Spain. People there bounced 
balls against church walls 

slinging the ball. The baskets are 
). They 

have always been handwoven 

busy disciples to “rest a while.” (Mark 6:31) Games help 
people rest from work while connecting with others!
busy disciples to “rest a while.” (Mark 6:31) Games help 
people rest from work while connecting with others!

2. severe 
 a) serious
 b) mild
 c) contagious

1. immortalized
 a) memorialized
 b) memorized
 c) legalized 

3.  professional
 a) just for fun, amateur
 b) performed for pay, like a job
 c) occasional

This statue 
of a ballplayer 
is from ancient 

Mexico.
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A smile lights up Victor Rodas’ eyes. 
Other students are still drawing. But 
Victor has already fi nished his geometry 
assignment.

“I’m winning the race!” the 12-year-
old exclaims. “I’m already done, teacher.”

Victor is in school. But his is not just 
any school. People designed this school, 
called Casa Kolping, especially for 
migrant children in Ciudad Juarez, 

Mexico. 
Migrants are 

people who move 
from place to 
place. In some 
parts of the world, 

kids and their 

A student hugs 
her teacher at 
Casa Kolping.

CITIZEN
SHIP
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God loves sojourners (strangers, 
travelers, people in between homes). 

We do His work when we help care for them.

Migrant 
children 
learn at 
Casa 
Kolping.

MEXICO

El Paso
Ciudad 
Juarez Texas

New Mexico
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families have to fl ee their 
homes. Often, their countries 
have become hard places to 
earn money or dangerous to 
live in.

Victor’s family fl ed from 
Honduras. � ere is much crime 
and violence there. For now, 
they live in this vast desert 
city next to El Paso, Texas. 
� ousands of migrant families 
do the same. � ey hunker in 
shelters and wait to cross into 
the United States. U.S. laws 
keep them from coming in 
until they have court hearings. 

But even kids on the move 
need to go to school. So 
pastors and teachers 
team up. Pastors lead 
shelters where migrant 
families can live. � ey 
bus kids to a school that 
teaches everything from 
math to reading to 
dealing with emotions. 

Some kids have been 
out of school for so long 
they have to start at the 
very beginning. � ey 
arrive unable to read or 
write. But they want to 
learn. 

About three dozen 
children from church 
shelters attend Casa 
Kolping. First to third 
graders gather in one 

classroom. Fourth to sixth 
graders meet across the hall in 
a large room.

Victor imagines American 
schools will be “big, well-cared 
for,” and will help him reach 
his goal. He wants to be an 
architect. He practices drawing 
detailed houses—when he can 
fi nd paper.

Love the sojourner. 
— Deuteronomy 10:19

Yolanda Garcia is a teacher at Casa Kolping. “If you ask the kids,” 
she says, “their biggest dream is to cross to the United States.”

In the homelands of many migrants, school isn’t a safe place 
because of violence and gangs. At Casa Kolping, kids can ride to 
school on secure buses. At another Ciudad Juarez shelter, Buen 
Samaritano, the teachers come straight to the students.

Buen Samaritano is Spanish for “good Samaritan.” You can look 
up the parable of the good Samaritan in Luke 10. Jesus is answer-
ing the question, “Who is my neighbor?” 

A Methodist pastor and his wife lead Buen Samaritano. The 
shelter can house more than 70 migrants at a time. Many of these 
migrants are kids. Children sweep desert dust out of an area that 
once served as a temple. The altar is curtained off to create a 
classroom.

Ten-year-old Aritzi Ciriaco is in fourth grade. She has been at 
Buen Samaritano since August with her parents and grandparents. 
She can’t wait to get started on the day’s school work. She hopes to 
make her home in America. So she wants to learn English and get 
used to U.S. schools before she crosses the border.

And what about when the kids do cross the border? U.S. law 
gives them a right to a free, public education. Many U.S. teachers 
want these new students to feel welcome. Some U.S. schools stock 

libraries with 
Spanish books 
and hang banners 
from different 
countries in the 
hall. Who is my 
neighbor? For 
these teachers, 
it’s any kid who 
needs to learn, no 
matter where 
home used to be.

JULY/AUGUST 2022 • worldkids 15

A
P 

P
H

O
TO

S

Migrant children attend class 
inside the Buen Samaritano 

shelter in Ciudad Juarez.

Texas
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Awwww. Who’s this 
little bundle of joy?

If it’s a girl, it’s 
probably an Olivia. And 
if it’s a boy? Likely it’s a 
Liam. In 2021, these two 
baby names were once 
again the most common 
in the United States. 

Part of the govern-
ment called the Social 
Security Administration 
tracks baby names given 
every year. Records go 
back as far as 1880. 
Baby nurseries 
then held more 

Johns and Marys than 
Liams and Olivias. 

Do you know any 
babies named Liam? 
Liam has been the king 
of boy names for fi ve 
years in a row. Olivia has 
come in fi rst for three 
years after knocking 
Emma off  the throne in 
2019.

After Liam, the most 
popular names for boys 

last year were: 

Noah, Oliver, Elijah, 
James, William, Benja-
min, Lucas, Henry, and 
� eodore.

After Olivia, the 
names Emma, Char-
lotte, Amelia, Ava, 
Sophia, Isabella, Mia, 
Evelyn, and Harper 
topped the charts.

Data also showed 
that moms and dads are 
more often choosing the 
names Amiri (for boys) 
and Raya (for girls). � ese 
two names are becoming 
common the fastest.

What were the most 
popular names the year 
you were born? Let us 
guess. Were they . . . 

Jackson and Sophia?
Isabella and Aiden?
Something else? You 

can search by birth year 
on the Social Security 
website.
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WHY? Names have 
meaning. They set 

people apart as 
individuals while 

tying them together 
in families and 

lineages. Christians 
are told not to take 

God’s name “in 
vain.” When you 
bear the name of 
Christ, you carry 

His character with 
you into the world.

ment called the Social 
Security Administration 
tracks baby names given 
every year. Records go 
back as far as 1880. 
Baby nurseries 
then held more 

2019.
After Liam, the most 

popular names for boys 
last year were: 

Data also showed 
that moms and dads are 
more often choosing the 
names Amiri (for boys) 
and Raya (for girls). � ese 
two names are becoming 
common the fastest.
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Did you know some names 
are illegal? 

Little girls in France can’t 
sport the names Fraise (French 
for strawberry) or Nutella. 

Would you call the @ symbol 
a name? China and parts of the 
United States say no. 

Linda is illegal in Saudi Arabia 
because it sounds too foreign. 

A parent in Sweden was 
forbidden from naming a baby 
BRFXXCCXXMNPCCCCLLLMMN-
PRXVCLMNCKSSQLBB11116. 

In Switzerland, kids can’t 
bear the name of Judas, the 
disciple who betrayed Jesus.

Malaysians can’t name their 
babies Ah Chwar, which means 
Snake.
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Rob: Please illustrate this feature with insets of 
our headshots—however creatively you’d like 
to do that.

For the website, I wonder if our staff could be 
divided into two smaller groups and two com-
posite images created with a cluster of head-
shots for each—maybe with each sporting a 
cartoon speech bubble? If the speech bubbles 
can’t hold these entire quotes, perhaps some-
thing abbreviated like “I’m ‘a safe harbor.’” 
“My middle name is Eleanor.” “I’m named for 
mom’s side of the family.” “They didn’t call me 
‘Pearl.’” and so on…

1. A migrant is ______ .
 a) a person moving 
 from place to place 
 b) a type of school
 c) a style of church
 d) a type of pastor

2. U.S. law says ______ .
 a) only people who 
 speak English can go 
 to school 
 b) no immigrants 
 may attend high 
 school
 c) no immigrants 
 may attend  
 elementary school
 d) any child can 
 attend school

3. The most common 
baby names of 1880 
were ______ .
 a) John and Mary 
 b) Rob and Vicki
 c) Aiden and Sophia
 d) Jackson and 
 Emma

4. Which name is 
illegal in the United 
States?
 a) Judas 
 b) Nutella
 c) Fraise
 d) @

5. Thinking about the 
importance of baby 
names, why do you 
think Jesus taught His 
followers to start our 
prayers to God the 
Father with “hallowed 
be your name”?

Answers
on page 5

Rob Patete, art director:
My middle name is 
Land, which is my 
mother’s maiden name. 

Kim Stegall, WORLDTeen 
writer: My parents 

named me Kimberly, 
but I’ve always gone 
by Kim. They chose 

that shortened form 
because of Rudyard 

Kipling’s novel, Kim.

Kelsey Reed, GWN 
News Coach: My 
parents named me 
“Kelsey Leigh.” In 

Irish, Kelsey Leigh 
means Brave Healer.

Anna Smith, editorial 
assistant: My middle 
name, Eleanor, is my 

mom’s middle name.

Rebecca Cochrane, 
 managing editor: I was born 
on the anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor Day, and my parents 

teased that they almost 
named me “Pearl.” Instead, they 

called me Rebecca Marie.

Vicki Drake, God’s Big 
WORLD editor: I am named 
for my grandfathers: Victor 
and Anthony. Antoinette is 

my middle name and might 
have meant priceless or flower.

Amy Auten, GWN writer: 
Amy means beloved/loved 
one. It’s related to the French 

words for love and friend.

Chelsea Boes, WORLDKids 
writer: One of the meanings 
of Chelsea is harbor. I think 
God made me to be a safe 

place for other people.

In the Bible, names 
 sometimes show something 
about where a person fits in 
God’s story. At times in the 
Bible, God told parents what to 
name their child. (Genesis 16:11, Luke 1:13) 
God also renamed some people. (Genesis 
17:5, 32:28) And children were given names 
rich with meaning. Jesus was one of them. 
An angel told Joseph, “You shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from 
their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

Olivia means olive tree, a biblical symbol 
of abundant life. Liam means protector. 
Your name may say something about the 
family you belong to or your time in history. 
What does your name mean, and why did 
your parents pick it? Tell us your naming 
story in email at WORLDkidseditor@gwn.org. 
Meanwhile, here are some of ours:

 sometimes show something 

name their child. (Genesis 16:11, Luke 1:13) 
God also renamed some people. (Genesis 
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Welcome to the Petal Wagon. 
Build your own bouquet!

In the spring of 2021, Brittany 
Goff  wanted to bring cheer to 
her corner of the world during 
the pandemic. She started a 
mobile fl ower stand called the 
Petal Wagon. 

Mrs. Goff  pulled up to coff ee 
shops or local farms near Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. Customers 
walked right up to her blue Honda 

Acty truck to buy 
fl owers.

Zinnias, 
bachelor’s 
buttons, 
garden 

roses, and 

gerbera daisies sold between $1 
and $7 per stem. Mrs. Goff  also 
delivered fl owers to local sub-
scribers. She even drove her truck 
to weddings so guests could make 
their own bouquets as favors.

� is spring, Mrs. Goff  and her 
family took their fl owers a step 
further. � ey opened their own 
fl ower farm in Suff olk, Virginia: 
� e Petal Manor. 

� e Goff  family has been 
fi guring out how to bring 
an old farm back to life—
including restoring their 
farmhouse, which is 124 
years old. 

To launch their farm, the 
Goff s needed creativity, good 

planning, and persistence. 
� e Bible tells us that “the grass 
withers, the fl ower fades, but 
the word of our God will stand 
forever.” (Isaiah 40:8) Mrs. Goff  
sees that fi rsthand. As she plants, 
tends, and harvests, she has to 
remember that each blooming 
fl ower will have a very short life. 
So she keeps planting! She tries 
to sow a new round every week 
so she can have blooms all 
season long. 

� e Goff s grew tulips, daff o-
dils, ranunculus, snapdragons, 
statice, dianthus, and carnations 
this spring. 

But they weren’t done. Far 
from it! Next came planting time 
for sunfl owers, zinnias, and 
cosmos. � ese fl owers will be 
ready in high summer. Customers 
can build their own bouquet right 
from Mrs. Goff ’s fi elds.

Short-lived flowers 
show us that God cares 

about beauty, and 
that He keeps 

renewing it in 
our world—just 

as His mercies 
are new 

every day.

The Petal Manor

TAKE 
APART 
SMART
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Good morning! A day at The 
Petal Manor flower farm starts 
with feeding the dog, barn cat, and 
15 chickens while coffee brews. 
And while you’re out . . .

Check: Are any flowers at their 
peak? Harvest those right away. 
That way, the blooms will stay 
pretty in their vases 
as long as possible.

Next, water. 
Give the plants a 
good drink. 

Weed. 
Sow some new seeds. 
Now for some problem 

solving. Hopefully, the cat has 
kept pests away and fertilizer 
(courtesy of the chickens!) has 
your blooms growing beautifully. 

Check the weather. What’s 
coming? Freezing temperatures? 
High winds? 

Have moles or chickens . . . or 
the dog . . . dug up any precious 
plants? Did deer and rabbits nibble 
flowers in the night? 

These problems make flower 
farming a challenge. 

“This process has taught me 
about patience,” says Mrs. Goff. 
“Everything grows and blooms in 
its own time. Seeds are planted 
and grow at all different rates. I 
think God does that with people.”

God designs every single, 
short-lived flower. “I believe God 
put flowers on this Earth to remind 
us about the joy and beauty that is 
all around,” says Mrs. Goff, “but 
also how delicate and fragile life 
can be.”

Mrs. Goff is a pastor’s wife and mom of two 
who has always had a green thumb. She loves 
to see the joy flowers bring. Sunflowers are 
Mrs. Goff’s favorite to grow. Freesias are her 
favorite to smell. Carnations, with their sturdy 

stems, are her favorite to design bouquets with. 
Try fashioning your own bouquet. Follow her tips:

The Petal Manor
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Add 
greenery.

Bring in texture—
flowers or foliage 

with shapes 
different 

from your 
focal 

flower.

Start with 
a vase.

Pick a single 
flower for 
the focus 
of your 

bouquet.

Remember: 
There’s no wrong 

way. Do what 
brings a smile to 

your face.

15 chickens while coffee brews. 

Check: Are any flowers at their 
? Harvest those right away. 

That way, the blooms will stay 

solving. Hopefully, the cat has 
kept pests away and fertilizer 
(courtesy of the chickens!) has 
your blooms growing beautifully. 

Check the weather. What’s 
coming? Freezing temperatures? 

Have moles or chickens . . . or 
the dog . . . dug up any precious 
plants? Did deer and rabbits nibble 

These problems make flower 

“This process has taught me 
about patience,” says Mrs. Goff. 
“Everything grows and blooms in 
its own time. Seeds are planted 
and grow at all different rates. I 
think God does that with people.”

God designs every single, 
short-lived flower. “I believe God 
put flowers on this Earth to remind 
us about the joy and beauty that is 
all around,” says Mrs. Goff, “but 
also how delicate and fragile life 

Try fashioning your own bouquet. Follow her tips:
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SPOT the robot dog sniff s around ancient Pom-
peii. Does it matter that he has neither head nor 
nose? Nope. SPOT can still fi nd problems in the 
obliterated old city.

You can fi nd Pompeii in present-day 
Italy. A nearby volcano, Mount Vesuvius, 
erupted there in A.D. 79. It completely 
wiped out Pompeii—and the 30,000 
people who lived there—in just 25 hours. 
� at’s astonishing. But this makes 
archaeologists unable to resist the site: 
Ash and mud preserved Pompeii. � e 
remains buried underneath tell us what 
it was like there nearly 2,000 years ago. 
It’s a city frozen in history. Well, more 
like ashed in history.

Archaeologists aren’t the only ones 
curious to know what lies under the 
dust. Looters—people looking for ancient 
artifacts to steal—have dug their own 

tunnels through Pompeii over the 
years. Many of these tunnels 

aren’t safe. � ey can collapse 
and injure visitors and 
archaeologists.

But they won’t hurt 
SPOT. � e four-legged 
robot, designed by Boston 
Dynamics, will patrol 
Pompeii at nighttime. 
He’ll inspect the smallest 
of spaces. He’ll gather 
data for fi xing safety and 
structural issues.

Regular dogs boast an 
extraordinary sense of 
smell. SPOT can’t actu-
ally smell, of course. He’s 
more of a watchdog. � e 
robo-dog’s makers 
outfi tted him with a 
360-degree camera. 
SPOT will even look out 
for illegal relic hunters. 

Pompeii also has its own eye in the sky, a Leica 
BLK2FLY fl ying laser scanner. � e scanner takes 
3-D scans of the ruins all by itself. Go, sky fl y! 
Go, robot dog!
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Mount Vesuvius 
towers above Pompeii.

SPOT patrols 
Pompeii.

It can navigate stairs, small spaces, and rough terrain.

This laser  
     scanner   

  also 
   flies 

     above the  
old city.

This laser  
     scanner   

     above the  
old city.
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The Bible tells us that 
“What has been is what will be, 
and what has been done is what will be done, 
and there is nothing new under the Sun.” 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9)
That’s part of the reason people love Pompeii. 

It shows: People of old were a lot like us!
After Pompeii was swallowed in ash, humanity 

forgot it existed . . . until 1748. Finally, explorers 
uncovered Pompeii’s houses. They dug up paintings, 
furniture, kneading machines, sculptor’s shops, fish 
sauce factories. They even spied bread inside an oven! 
They learned from graffiti. Spots were still visible 
where kids had scratched out the alphabet. Diggers 
even found a sign that says, “Beware of Dog”! 

And they found Pompei-
ians—at least, they found 
their shapes. The bodies had 
decayed, leaving big holes 
behind. An archaeologist 
named Giuseppe Fiorelli came 
up with an idea: Fill the holes 

with plaster. When the plaster hardened, it showed the 
exact shapes of those people. The casts revealed even 
small details. (Many Pompeiians had bad teeth!)

One third of Pompeii is still buried. Why don’t 
people dig up the rest?

Digging can mean damage. Everything people 
excavate starts to wear away. Tourists touch remains. 
Rain beats down on the sites.

Besides, archaeologists have much to learn from 
the parts of Pompeii already unearthed. They look at 
everything—and they look deeply. 

Early explorers sought treasure. Modern archae-
ologists seek history. Recording findings on iPads as 
they move through dusty spaces, they study broken 

pottery and animal bones 
from the garbage. Micro-
scopes help them analyze 
pollen still in the soil. Now 
even the casts of people get 
the high-tech treatment: 
medical scans. These reveal 
the age and health of the 
people lost at Pompeii. 

Guard dogs were 
common subjects 
of floor mosaics in 
Pompeii’s houses.
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1. persistence 
 a) perseverance
 b) resistance 
 c) ingenuity

Answers
on page 5

2. peak
 a) worst condition
 b) best condition
 c) most fragile condition

3. obliterated 
 a) destroyed
 b) rusted 
 c) newly discovered

4. damage 
 a) construction
 b) destruction
 c) instruction

Archaeologists carefully clean 
new findings in Pompeii.

21

This 
portrait  

was found 
in Pompeii.

Pompeii 
shows us 

“there is 
nothing new 
under the Sun.” 
People back 
then were a 

lot like 
us!

This laser  
     scanner   

     above the  

6WK22_18-21_TAS.indd   216WK22_18-21_TAS.indd   21 6/9/22   12:08 PM6/9/22   12:08 PM



3, 2, 1, GO!
Tall, lean dogs run with all 

their might around a track in 
Dubuque, Iowa. Fans cheer. � ey 
wait eagerly to see if their favorite 
greyhound wins.

But something puts a damper 
on the fun: Enthusiasts know the 
sport is almost extinct. � is track 
is about to close. 

Greyhound racing was very 
popular in the 1980s. Back then, 
racing buff s streamed to more 
than 50 tracks across 19 states. 
Support has been sliding ever 
since—especially since people 
started asking, “Are racing grey-

hounds really 
treated well?”

Many say 
no. � ey 
say: Some 
dog racers 

keep their 

dogs cooped up when they’re 
not running. Some use drugs to 
increase their speed. Some even 
kill dogs that don’t run fast 
enough. Dogs also risk injury 
on the racetrack.

But not everyone agrees that 
racing harms greyhounds. 

“Greyhounds love to run,”
supporters say. Plus, some people 
love having retired racing dogs as 
pets. And some trainers treat 
racing greyhounds “like kings 
and queens.”

Many tracks have already 
closed. After the Dubuque track 
shutters, only two will be left. 
� ey’re both in West Virginia.

“Do I think the industry is 
dying? Yes,” says Gwyneth Anne 
� ayer. She wrote a history of 
greyhound racing. But “it’s 
happening way faster than I 
thought it would.”

Peggy Janiszewski and her 
friend Robin Hannan have for 
years driven to Dubuque to watch 
the racing. Some people go to bet 

CRITTER 
FILE

22 worldkids • JULY/AUGUST 2022

TO
P

: A
P P

H
O

TO
 • B

O
TTO

M
: D

IA
M

O
N

D
 G

EEZER
/FLIC

K
R

TO
P 

LE
F

T:
 R

J 
R

O
W

E 
CO

LL
EC

TI
O

N
 • 

TO
P 

R
IG

H
T:

 G
EN

ER
A

TI
O

N
 5

0
S

Greyhounds 
race at 

the Iowa 
Greyhound 

Park in 
2022.

1960

Once a leading racing stadium 
in Great Britain, Walthamstow 
closed in 2008.
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on the races. But these 
friends are more interested 
in watching the dogs than 
counting their winnings.

“� ey’re beautiful,” says 
Janiszewski. 
“Like 
works 
of art.”

  have incredibly keen eyesight, 
hearing, and smell.

  are great sprinters, 
but they don’t like 

long hikes. And 
some really 
turn into couch 
potatoes after 
retirement.

  are shy, 
sensitive, gentle, 
and smart.

  enjoy 
company. 
This could 
be another 

greyhound if you have space for 
two. It could also be you. Your 
greyhound is used to being 
surrounded by other dogs. He 
might get anxious if you leave him 
alone.

  might never 
have learned regular 
doggie skills. Run-
ning? Yes. Sitting or 
climbing stairs? 
Maybe not.

  have spent 
years traveling to 
racetracks. Many 
love a good car ride.

People started racing grey-
hounds in the United States 
around the 1920s. Back then, 
they had just invented the 
mechanical lure—typically a 
stuffed bone or stuffed animal 
that swiftly clatters around the 
track ahead of the dogs to 
attract them. The sport became 
a normal part of American life. 
At times, dog racing grew even 
more popular than horse racing.

Greyhounds also whip around 
tracks in Australia, Great Britain, 
Ireland, Mexico, and Vietnam. 
But now in those places, too, 
people are starting to say, “No 
more racing!”

What will become of 
the lean, energetic dogs?

Whoever is righteous 
has regard for the life of 
his beast. — Proverbs 12:10
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  have incredibly keen eyesight, 

  are great sprinters, 
but they don’t 

long hikes. And 
some really 
turn into couch 
potatoes after 
retirement.

  are shy, 
sensitive, gentle, 
and smart.

company. 
This could 
be another 

Lucky 
Joan II 

won the 
Scurry 

Gold Cup 
race in 

London in 
1963.

This 
greyhound’s 
red brindle 

coat is going 
gray with 
old age.

Its color is 
called fawn.

Traps hold the dogs until 
the starting signal is given.

1960

Did you know the greyhound is the only dog breed mentioned in the 
Bible? Maybe you’ve spotted it listed in the New King James Version as one 
of the “three things that are majestic in pace.” (Proverbs 30:29-31 NKJV)

What’s it like bringing one of these majestic mammals home once its 
racing career ends? New owners need to know that racing greyhounds . . .

God gave humans dominion over 
creation. That means they have the 
privilege and responsibility to care 

for it—greyhounds included.

“� ey’re beautiful,” says 
Janiszewski. 

  have incredibly keen eyesight, 
hearing, and smell.

  are great sprinters, 
but they 

long hikes. And 
some really 
turn into couch 
potatoes after 
retirement.

sensitive, gentle, 
and smart.

company. 
This could 
be another 

This 
greyhound’s 
red brindle 

coat is going 
gray with 
old age.

Its color is 
called fawn.

racing career ends? New owners need to know that racing greyhounds . . .
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Some Kenyan farmers are getting out of the cow 
business . . . and into the giant African snail busi-
ness. � e move makes sense—even though not 
everyone likes to gnaw on gigantic gastropods.

Perks of raising giant African land snails: 
 � ey multiply fast. One can produce up to 500 

eggs about every two months. 
 Cheap! To raise the snails, farmers need a 

license from the Kenya Wildlife Service. � at costs 
1,500 Kenyan shillings—less than 13 U.S. dollars.

 � ey’re easier than cattle to care for.
 Delicious? � at’s a matter of opinion. Nutri-

tious? � at’s a fact. Snails contain protein, iron, 
calcium, and vitamin A. � ey’re also low in fat.

Take it from Rose Kabura. She is now a snail 
farmer. She stands in her plot in the outskirts 
of � ika, a town in Kenya. “� ey are not 
noisy,” she says of her snails. “� ey are 

not smelly.” She also says they 
don’t take up a lot of space like 
cattle or pigs. 

People in Kenya and around the 
world feast on snails. � ey put them in 

(yes) snail stew. Or they fry them up 
with spicy peppers. Around two 
pounds of snail meat goes for 
about 2,500 Kenyan shillings. 
(� at’s almost 25 U.S. dollars.) 
Ms. Kabura is raising 4,000 
snails. Eventually, she wants to 
keep 100,000. She could make a 
pretty profi t!

Ms. Kabura feeds her snails 
every day in the morning and eve-
ning. She has something few farmers 
enjoy: spare time.

Giant African snail shells 
can reach eight inches in 
length and four inches 
in diameter!
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Snail stew, anyone?

8 inches

1 Boil in a pot of water 
for five minutes.

2 Use tweezers to pull 
the cooked snail 
from its shell.

3 Squeeze lemon juice 

on top. Scrub the 
sliminess off the snail.

4 Rinse, rinse, rinse!
5 Now proceed with the 

snail-licious recipe 
of your choice.
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A boy in Great Britain tiptoes into the 
ocean. He reaches down to the sandy floor. 
Eureka! He pulls out a gooey snail in a 
castle-shaped shell. A whelk!

In Thailand, a kid swimming in 
fresh water spots a red-rimmed 

melania. This snail lives in a shell 
shaped like an ice cream cone. 

A girl is busy playing in Tanzania 
when she spots . . . YIKES! . . . a huge
snail creeping toward her on land. It’s 
eight inches long—a giant African land snail. 

All these finds belong to an animal group called 
gastropods. Think of gastropods in two categories: 
snails—which have shells—and slugs, which don’t.

God made this family of animals ubiquitous. 
(That’s a 10-dollar word meaning they show up 
everywhere.) Milk snails in the garden. Sea slugs in 
the ocean. Spike-topped apple snails in the fresh-
water fish tank. Altogether, around 65,000 types 
of gastropods exist on Earth. 

God loves variety. And He loves to create things 
that work. Gastropods are useful. Here’s how:

• Hang the old houses of sea snails (conch, 
limpet, and whelk) from your neck as jewelry. 

• Rely on your typical garden snail to eat up 
plant waste and leave nutritious poo behind for 
your plants. Field slugs love gardens too. (But if 
they start eating your flowers, you could try 
sprinkling crumbled egg shells to keep them away.)

• Freshwater snails? Outdoors, they’ll gobble up 
dead fish, algae, and plant waste. Indoors, let them 
float around your fish tank making itty bitty baby 
snails faster than you can keep track.

• Boil or fry up the crawlies—big and small—for 
dinner. But DO NOT EVER, even if you’re triple-
dog-dared, eat a land snail raw. This can spread a 
dangerous parasite to the human brain. Just say 
no to brain worms.

This lightning whelk was 
exposed during low 

tide in Everglades 
National Park, 

Florida.

A plough snail is a type of dog whelk.
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1. Greyhound racing 
_______ .
 a) was invented in 
 the 2000s
 b) is almost extinct 
 c) is an art  
 competition
 d) is a type of 
 automotive race

2. Greyhounds 
_______ .
 a) are half wolf 
 b) like car rides
 c) have unusually 
 short legs
 d) enjoy long hikes

3. A Giant African 
Snail _______ .
 a) is inedible
 b) is more expensive 
 to raise than cattle 
 c) is usually eaten 
 raw
 d) can produce 500 
 eggs in about two 
 months

4. Gastropods live 
_______ .
 a) only in the ocean
 b) only in fresh 
 water
 c) only on land
 d) in the sea, in 
 fresh water, 
 and on land

5. What are some 
reasons African 
farmers give for 
raising snails instead 
of cattle or pigs?

Answers
on page 5

everywhere
the ocean. Spike-topped apple snails in the fresh-
water fish tank. Altogether, around 65,000 types 
of gastropods exist on Earth. 

God loves variety. And He loves to create things 
that work

• Hang the old houses of sea snails (conch, 
limpet, and whelk) from your neck as jewelry. 

Slugs are gastro
pods to

o.

N
ev

er
ea

t a

raw land snail!

That’s a lot of 
snail eggs!

red-rimmed 
melania

Gastropods 
remind us 

that God loves 
variety and He 
loves to create 

things that 
are useful.
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When there’s a big bully on the playground, it’s 
good to have strong friends. 

But what if the bully is an entire country? 
What if the playground is the whole world?
� is February, Russia invaded its neighbor nation 

of Ukraine. All the world’s nations watched. Each 
had to decide, Whose side are you on?

Of course, it’s also possible to decide not to decide. 
Take Finland and Sweden, for example. � ese two 
nations are famous for being neutral. 

And now? 
� ey’re changing their tune. Finnish and Swedish 

leaders have asked to join NATO. 
NATO stands for “North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-

tion.” It’s an alliance—a group of countries that stick 

together. If a little nation in NATO gets 
picked on, the other nations will come 
to help it. NATO formed after World 
War II. Twelve nations saw the 
 damage caused by Nazi Germany. By 
joining forces, they hoped to stop such 
a thing ever from happening again. 

But Sweden and Finland? � ose 
nations liked to mind their own 
aff airs . . . until Russia invaded 
Ukraine. Finland and Sweden’s corner 
of Europe doesn’t look as safe as it 
once did. � ey need some big friends 
on the international playground.

Today, NATO boasts 30 members. Is it time to 
add two more?

One NATO member, Turkey, says no. 
Turkey claims Finland and Sweden protect 

terrorists. Sweden off ered to send diplomats to 
Turkey to talk things over. Turkey refused—at least 
at fi rst.

� at was bad news for Finland and Sweden. For 
them to join NATO, all 30 NATO members must 
agree. Other nations said they would try to help 
change Turkey’s mind.

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people. — Proverbs 14:34

What’s next for NATO? Check kids.wng.org for 
updates.

JET
BALLOON
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Scripture says that nations rise and fall. So do alliances. But no matter how the world’s national arrangement changes, God is still the one King over all.

Representatives from Finland, NATO, 
and Sweden hold a press conference.

Non-NATO 
countries

Joined NATO between 
1949* and 1990

* Not shown, but the U.S. 
and Canada joined in 1949.

Joined NATO between 
1999 and 2020

RUSSIA

FINLAND

UKRAINE

SWEDEN

ICELAND NORWAY

DENMARK
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NORWAY: Welcome to the 
kingdom of Norway! Here 

you can sail up a fjord (water-
way), but you may not be able 
to climb the ultra-steep 
mountains. Norway is a great 

place to fish, hike, and ski. You 
may spot herders tending 

reindeer. Just try not to think about 
those cute animals while you slurp 
your bowl of finnbiff (reindeer stew).

DENMARK: Ride a 
bike through Denmark. 
When you’re good and 
hungry, stop for a 
bowl of Flæskesteg og 
Brun Kartofler (roast 
pork with sugar-brown 
potatoes). You may 
not know how to 
pronounce that dish. 
But a Norwegian likely 
would. Danes and 
Norwegians speak 
similar languages and 
can usually under-
stand each other when 
they talk or write.
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You may 
know one 
famous 
Dane 

better than 
you think. 

Hans Christian Andersen 
wrote many fairy tales, 
including “The Snow 
Queen.” This story 
inspired the movie 
Frozen, which 
takes place in 
an imagined 
version of 
Scandinavia. Ukraine isn’t Russia’s only 

neighbor. Finland sits right 
along Russia’s northwest 
border. West of Finland, 
you’ll find Sweden—not 
quite a next-door neighbor, 
but just one country away.

Let’s say hello the 
Scandinavian way. 
Sweden: Hallå!
Norway: Hallo!
Denmark: Hej!
Should we add Finland’s 
Hei! to this gaggle of 
greetings? And what 
about Iceland’s Halló!? 
Maybe. But not every-
one agrees that these 
two nations are part of 
Scandinavia.

inspired the movie 
Frozen, which 
takes place in 
an imagined 
version of 
Scandinavia.

Elsa 
from 

Frozen

SWEDEN: Get a pocket full of Swedish krona 
(money). Enjoy a smorgasbord. Porridge, 
pickled herring, and lingonberry jam—yum! 
Take public transit to some of the nation’s 
more than 250,000 islands and almost 

100,000 lakes. Wander the forest (which 
covers more than half the country!). Fall asleep 
in the sunlight. Sweden is so close to the North 
Pole that in Swedish summers, the Sun never sets.

Let’s say hello the 

100,000 lakes. Wander the forest (which 
covers more than half the country!). Fall asleep 

NORWAY
kingdom of Norway! Here 

you can sail up a fjord (water-
way), but you may not be able 
to climb the ultra-steep 
mountains. Norway is a great 

place to fish, hike, and ski. You 
may spot herders tending 

reindeer. Just try not to think about 
those cute animals while you slurp 
your bowl of finnbiff (reindeer stew).

Pole that in Swedish summers, the Sun never sets.

ICELAND: Glaciers. Volcanoes. Cooled 
lava. Hot springs. People who are 
reserved yet hospitable. Look for all 
these in Iceland, which is also a good 
place to fish and farm. Humans had to 
bring their own farm animals into 
Iceland. When people first arrived in 
the chilly spot, only foxes lived there! 

FINLAND: Sitting in a sauna 
making conversation with a Finn? 
You may have to do most of the 
chatting. Finns have a reputation 
for skipping the small talk. Next, 
take a hike. Forest covers three-
quarters of Finland. And you 
thought Sweden was woodsy . . .

This picture was taken at 
midnight in Stockholm, 

Sweden!

In Iceland, you 
can see the 

northern lights 
and the red glare 

of a volcano at 
the same time!

Wait . . . 
what kind 
of stew?

and Canada joined in 1949.

6WK22_26-29_JB.indd   276WK22_26-29_JB.indd   27 6/9/22   11:58 AM6/9/22   11:58 AM



You can live any place you 
choose when you work from 
home! 

During much of the pandemic, 
some businesses let employees 
work from their houses. People 
often felt restless indoors for 
long weeks. Some thought about 
moving away from big cities. They 
hoped to go to less crowded 
areas. They also wanted to 
save money. 

Many places want to 
attract more people to 
live and work. New 
people buy local 

products. Restaurants get more 
business. Grocery stores sell 
more. More homes are sold. More 
people means more tax money 
going to those states and cities.

What if a state offered you 
$10,000 to move to it? That’s a 
big reason Ahmed Zuhairy 
(zoo-harry) and Anela Malik 
(muh-leek) packed their bags. 
They were living in a small apart-

ment in Washington, D.C. They 
moved to a three-bedroom 

house in Arkansas. 
Both worked from 

their apartment. They 
were getting in each 

other’s way! Mr. Zuhairy and Mrs. 
Malik searched online. They 
hunted for places that offer what 
they enjoy. Mr. Zuhairy wanted 
bike trails. Mrs. Malik wanted 
 restaurants. Both love being in 
nature. Northwest Arkansas kept 
popping up in their research.

Life Works Here is an Arkansas 
program. It invites people to 
apply for money and other prizes. 
Winners move to Arkansas to 
stay for at least a year. There 
were 35,000 applicants. Mr. 
Zuhairy and Mrs. Malik won!

Several other states offer 
similar programs. Kansas, West 
Virginia, Georgia, Minnesota, 
Oklahoma, and Vermont all say 
they will pay to draw new 
 neighbors. 

Having more space and saving 
money are great perks. But 
people matter most. James 2:8 
teaches, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Mrs. Malik says, “It was 
the people here that made up our 
minds for us when we came.”  

When it goes well with the 
righteous, the city rejoices. 
— Proverbs 11:10

Ahmed 
Zuhairy 

and Anela 
Malik
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products. Restaurants get more 

ment in Washington, D.C. They 
moved to a three-bedroom 

house in Arkansas. 

WELCOME TO 

ARKANSASWELCOME TO 

ARKANSAS

you will have 
wisdom about 

where you live and how to 
love your neighbors well.

Where you live is a big decision! Think about the kinds of places you’d like to live—and ask yourself why. Think about the people you will share life with.
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We surveyed the God’s World News team members to 
learn where they live and why, and what might cause 

them to consider moving. Our questions and the results are graphed below. 
Now you give it a try! Ask these three questions of at least five people. Tally 
the results, and then make bar graphs like ours to show what you learned. 
How different or similar were they? Let us know: Send us your results tally and 
a picture of your graphs to worldkidseditor@wng.org. Explain what you learned.
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1. neutral
 a) flavorless 
 b) not taking sides
 c) aggressive

Answers
on page 5

2. reserved
 a) private 
 b) boisterous 
 c) historical

3. perks
 a) benefits
 b) twitches
 c) hilltops

4. surveyed
 a) studied maps 
 b) ignored information 
 c) gathered opinions

The GWN team is 
spread across the US.

C. Which would be the main 
factor to cause you to move 
somewhere new? (choose one)
 1. A new job opportunity
 2. To be closer to family
 3. Weather
 4. Culture (politics or faith)
 5. Cost of living
 6. Things to do (e.g. 
  mountains, beach, parks) 1

N
um

be
r o

f v
ot

es

2 3 4 5 6

B. What is your favorite thing 
about where you live? (choose one)
 1. Job opportunities
 2. Close to family
 3. Weather
 4. Culture (politics or faith)
 5. Cost of living
 6. Things to do (e.g. 
  mountains, beach, parks)

1

N
um

be
r o

f v
ot

es

2 3 4 5 6

A. What was the main factor that caused you 
to move to your current home? (choose one)
 1. I was born here
 2. Job opportunity
 3. To be close to family
 4. Things to do (e.g. 
  mountains, beach, parks)
 5. Culture (politics or faith)
 6. Weather

1

N
um

be
r o

f v
ot

es

2 3 4 5 6

. Explain what you learned.

6

B. What is your favorite thing 
about where you live? (choose one)
 1. Job opportunities
 2. Close to family
 3. Weather

  mountains, beach, parks)

 3. Weather

 1. Job opportunities 1. Job opportunities 1. Job opportunities 1. Job opportunities
 2. Close to family 2. Close to family

 4. Culture (politics or faith)

 6. Things to do (e.g. 

 2. Close to family

 4. Culture (politics or faith) 4. Culture (politics or faith) 4. Culture (politics or faith) 4. Culture (politics or faith) 4. Culture (politics or faith)

 6. Things to do (e.g. 
 5. Cost of living
 6. Things to do (e.g. 
 5. Cost of living 5. Cost of living
 6. Things to do (e.g. 

6
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Something 
stinks! And it’s 
taking over Mexi-
co’s beaches. Piles of sargassum are washing ashore. 

Sargassum is a type of algae. It floats in ocean 
currents. It can double in size in 20 days. Scientists 
think water pollution causes the rapid growth. 
Rotting sargassum isn’t just making a mess of 
beaches. It’s smelly and can cause headaches.  

Mexico’s Navy tries to clean up the mess. It uses 
boats, barriers, and nets to catch the algae in the 
water. On land, workers use wheelbarrows. They 
haul sargassum away. Backhoes can cause erosion 
when they dig up sand along with the algae. 

What to do with all that waste? Sargassum can 
be used as fuel. It also makes good fertilizer, animal 
feed, and even bricks!

taking over Mexi-

Girls 
Take 

the Ice

Ice skating in summer? Why not? Indoor ice 
rinks make summer hockey practice possible. Many 
children growing up in Canada or northern states 
like Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Massachu-
setts have played ice hockey from the time they 
could first wobble onto an ice rink. Girls and boys 
play on youth teams all winter long. But more girls 
these days are putting on skates and taking to the 
ice with a stick and a puck. Women’s ice hockey is 
growing in popularity in warm states like North 
Carolina, Texas, Florida, and Tennessee. The U.S. 
women’s hockey team has won two gold medals in 
the Olympics—in 1998 and again in 2018.

Stinky 
Beaches

Workers remove 
sargassum 

seaweed.
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Berrylike air 
bladders help the 

seaweed float.

This cannon barrel 
is encrusted in 
rust and mud.

Buried War Treasure
Kaboom! In 1779, British and American soldiers blasted cannons. It was 

the fourth year of the Revolutionary War. The fighting armies traveled 
on Georgia’s Savannah River. They tried to sink each other’s ships!

Last year, a dredge scooped sediment from the river. A dredge is a 
backhoe with metal jaws. Workers wanted to deepen the channel. No 
one wants cargo ships to get stuck. 

What did the dredge find? More than mud. It picked up 19 cannons!
Were they from the Civil War? U.S. Navy experts say no. The guns 

aren’t like weapons from the 1800s. They are 
almost 100 years older!

The Savannah History Museum hopes to 
display the cannons.display the cannons.

Barrels were 
often mounted 

on wooden 
bases.
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A thousand years ago, artists had to lie flat to 
create on this canvas! A cave in Alabama has 
 thousands of images traced into the mud ceiling. 

The 19th Unnamed Cave 
has art on ceilings as low as 
two feet. Those who named 
the cave don’t want others to 
find it. Touching the etched 
drawings can destroy them. 

Researchers took 16,000 
photos of the ceiling. They 
overlapped the photos to 
make 3-D models. Some 
images were too faint to see 
with the bare eye. 

Photographer Stephen 
Alvarez is amazed. “Think 
about doing that by torch-
light. You would only have 
one shot at it.”  

The etchings include a 
rattlesnake over 11 feet long. 
There are also human figures 
dressed for rituals.

Green Up Your Yard Sale
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summer sales. You can both declutter and 
cash in with a yard sale. Here are some tips 
for success:

    Keep it cheap: People expect to get 
something for almost nothing at a yard sale. 
Remember, you’re releasing unwanted items. 
Price them to sell fast, and count your 
pennies as they turn into dollars.

    Go big: In this case, less isn’t more. 
Invite neighbors to join in. Multi-family sales 
bring more shoppers to your yard.

    Toss the junk: Don’t try to sell broken 
or stained goods. Tools, kitchen gadgets, 
sporting goods, and camping gear are all 
popular at yard sales.

    Advertise: Buyers won’t come if they 
don’t know! Ask your parents to help you 
advertise in a neighborhood web group. If 
allowed, you can post signs at street inter-
sections and on public boards, like in the 
post office or grocery store.

    And don’t 
forget your change!
Keep small bills 
and coins handy. 
Now go turn 
some 
clutter 
into cash!

Hidden Art Museum

The snake 
drawing was 
hard to see.

The 3-D 
models 

made the 
art clear.

The cave 
ceiling is low.

Is your name Josh? Would you “fight” for it?
Josh Swain of Arizona made a challenge on 

Facebook in 2020. He messaged every “Josh Swain” 
he could find. He suggested they all meet for a 
showdown. The Joshes had one year to prepare. 
The winner would get to “keep” the name. 

Hundreds of Joshes (not just Swains!) were 
game. In April of 2021, the Joshes arrived in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. They came armed and ready to boop one 
another. The Joshes wage war with pool noodles. 

The battle raged again this spring. Five-year-old 
Josh Vinson, Jr., is the reigning champ.

Founder Josh Swain also conquered Josh Swain 
of Omaha in 2021. That was in a brutal match of Rock, Paper, Scissors. 

Josh uses the event to raise money for good. This year, he 
 collected $20,576 for a children’s hospital.

Root for Josh!

Joshua Memphis 
Folmar (left) battles 
reigning champion 
Josh Vinson, Jr. (right).

Berrylike air 
bladders help the 

seaweed float.

HELLO
my name is (also)
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Answers
on page 5

DOWN

 1 Capital of England
 2 Ball used in jai alai
 3 People who study old things
 6 Early Chinese soccer
 8 Longing for home or the past
 10 A fish ___ helps fish cross dams.
 12 A type of spring flower
 13 A snail or slug
 14 The trees that Frank N. Meyer 
  brought to the U.S.
 16 What greyhounds love to do
 17 An alliance of nations
 18 A name that means “olive tree”
 23 Boston Dynamics’ robot dog

ACROSS

 4 An animal that nibbles flowers
 5 What Mt. Vesuvius is
 7 A river in California
 9 Someone who lives near you
 11 The Social Security ___ tracks 
  baby names
 15 My people will ___ in a 
  peaceful habitation . . . . 
  —Isaiah 32:18
 19 What lamps provide
 20 An illegal name in France
 21 Love the ___. 
  —Deuteronomy 10:19
 22 Walls that collect water

0 Read your WORLDkids 
from cover to cover, and 

then you’ll be ready to 
complete this crossword 

based on story details 
found in this issue. 

Solve the colored clues 
first if a word has 

you stumped!

COLORS  
 Opposite of bad
 Underground part 

 of a plant
 Nickname for Thomas 
 Extra small
 A game of chase 
 A name for a father

 7 A river in California
 9 Someone who lives near you
 11 The Social Security 

 15 My people will 

 19 What lamps provide
 20 An illegal name in France
 21 Love the 

 22 Walls that collect water

 3 People who study old things
 6 Early Chinese soccer
 8 Longing for home or the past
 10 A fish 
 12 A type of spring flower
 13 A snail or slug
 14 The trees that Frank N. Meyer 

 16 What greyhounds love to do
 17 An alliance of nations
 18 A name that means “olive tree”
 23 Boston Dynamics’ robot dog

DOWN

 1 Capital of England
 2 Ball used in jai alai
 3 People who study old things

ACROSS

 4 An animal that nibbles flowers
 5 What Mt. Vesuvius is
 7 A river in California

then you’ll be ready to 
complete this crossword 

based on story details 
found in this issue. 

Solve the colored clues 
first if a word has 

you stumped!

 4 An animal that nibbles flowers
 5 What Mt. Vesuvius is
 7 A river in California

 1 Capital of England
 2 Ball used in jai alai
 3 People who study old things
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