
OVERVIEW

WORLDkids readers, usually between ages eight and ten, have begun piecing the world together 
in new and more complicated ways. They’re ready for an awareness of current events, but they 
need lots of background knowledge to build their understanding of what’s going on in the world. 
WORLDkids connects the news to things kids can already relate to, then uses those touchpoints 
to take their understanding deeper. Along the way, WORLDkids drops Christian worldview “bread 
crumbs,” adding wisdom to news and knowledge. 

WORLDkids organizes current events into six topic areas, each with multiple stories that provide  
the context to help children understand the topic more fully.

EACH SECTION INCLUDES:

• One main story and idea

• Interactive, to explore the section’s main idea

• Three more supporting stories

• Photo galleries with the stories

• Knowledge-reinforcing activities and puzzles

•  Quiz for comprehension and application 

•  Choice of printable worksheets included with teaching guide

RECOMMENDED PACING:

•  Read the daily News Shorts online.

•  Read the main story for one of the sections, do the online interactive, read the additional stories,      
  view the website galleries, and take the quiz. Each section should be done as a whole to better  
  understand the concept and how to engage news stories.

•  Complete one of the printable worksheets for additional practice in understanding  
  current events.

TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY EXAMPLE LESSONS:

Scientific innovations enable a team of doctors to grow new skin for a Syrian boy who has a 
disease that keeps one layer of his skin from adhering to the others. Hassan’s condition puts his 
life in danger and makes it impossible for him to enjoy activities other kids take for granted. But 
now Hassan is healthy again—and even playing soccer. His case shows just how many crucial 
functions our largest organ performs in the body—from keeping us cool to protecting us from 

starvation. Hassan’s successful lab-grown skin transplant may offer hope to other people with his condition. But that 
hope is tenuous. Like other organs, skin tends to be unique for each individual. That makes transplants hard. It’s also 
why it’s so difficult to imitate God’s work when designing new skin. Hassan is truly experiencing a miracle!

Healthy skin is an ultra-sensitive, self-repairing, powerful protector that people just can’t live without. Without skin,  
we wouldn’t be able to sweat or grow hair. Our skin attaches to our muscles and bones. Our insides wouldn’t stay in 
without it. But skin is also a protector that needs protecting—from sunlight, cold, dirt, and the chemicals it can absorb 
like a sponge. 

STORIES: 

1. New Skin for Hassan: Lab-grown skin was Hassan’s last hope.

2. What Is Skin?: Skin has three layers, and each has many jobs. 

3. Your Touchy Skin: These experiments show which parts of your skin are most sensitive.

4. Protect Your Sponge: God’s design for skin protects us. But skin needs protection too.

5. Crossword Skin: Solve this Explore It crossword to review the amazing design of human skin.

6. Quiz: 1. Skin picks up all kinds of sensations. Make a list of words that describe how things can feel.

 2. Has your skin ever been damaged? What happened? What did you do to help your skin heal? 

Washington, D.C.’s new museum is located two blocks from the National Mall—but it doesn’t focus 
mainly on U.S. history and government. The brand-new, 430,000-square-foot museum is all about 
the Bible. Its enormous size says a lot about how much the Bible has impacted the world. The Bible 
has forever changed education, literature, art, fashion, culture, ethics, history, languages, and much 
more. The Museum of the Bible uses cutting-edge tech to explain both the content and legacy of 
the Bible. This, and not evangelism or proving the Bible’s factuality, is the museum’s stated purpose. 

Its exhibits are aimed not just at people who believe the Bible is true but at anyone who wants to learn about it.

The museum hosts one of the world’s largest private collections of Torah scrolls, and it will temporarily showcase 
artifacts from the Israel Antiquities Authority—the first public viewing of the collection. These contents help bring to life 
an important truth. The Bible, which people have made great sacrifices to translate and preserve, is not just a storybook 
for us to gather lessons from. It is an account of a God who is deeply involved in history. The book’s events occurred in 
real places and times, known and chosen by a God who we can really know.

STORIES: 

1. An Epic Opening: The Museum of the Bible opened this fall.

2. Exploring the Book That Changed Your World: Take a tour of the museum floor by floor.

3. The Gift of Letters: There would be no Museum of the Bible without the alphabet.

4. Not Just Stories: The Bible is a book of great stories—and much more.

5. Bible Books: When and Where: Scroll through a timeline in this Explore It interactive to learn when and  
 where the books of the Bible were written.

6. Quiz:  1. Find three common phrases we use in everyday speech that come from the Bible. What are they?

  2. What is one way the Bible has changed history?

Our time machine has both forward and rewind buttons. As it runs 

in reverse, it might groan and spit out a cloud of rust from the 

Industrial Age, salt spray from the bow of a Viking ship or a sandy 

haze from King Pharaoh’s mines.

Time Machine can also zip into the future, reporting plans for an 

Arctic exploration, nuclear fusion or cancer research.

Using current events to explain history and history to explain 

current events, Time Machine will help your child recognize the 

significance of big moments and the vital connection between past 

and present.

With attention-grabbing graphics and engaging activities, kids will 

take the wheel of this Time Machine, launching amazing expeditions 

of wonder and learning.

Climb in, buckle up and take a bold voyage to meet extraordinary 

people and see remarkable places, all reflecting God’s glory in time 

and space.
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ScienceSoup makes the stuff of earth and space fascinating, with 

a cornucopia of aromatic ingredients to ignite a passion for the 

natural world.

From an active volcano expedition, to the launch of a new space 

telescope, ScienceSoup uses creative themes and attention-getting 

topics to engage your children’s senses, helping them fall in love 

with the study of science.

Illustrated with eye-popping photos and delightful videos, 

ScienceSoup ties current events to the laws of nature, using simple 

but testable explanations to help science make sense.

And lest we forget, ScienceSoup provides suggestions for fun and 

safe experiments at home, so your kids can use all their senses to 

see how God’s marvelous creation really works! 

THERE IS NO NEED TO BE A GENIUS TO 
HAVE A TASTE FOR SCIENCE SOUP!
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The Nile River has been a valuable resource for people since ancient times. Its waters feed a 
green, fertile land that would otherwise be desert. When we think of the Nile, ancient Egypt often 
comes to mind. But modern Egypt is much more than dusty mummies and history. People still 
make their homes in Egypt. Lots of people do—seemingly more than the Nile can support. People 
living along the Nile already have less water per person than other nations around the world, and 

their population is growing. At this critical moment, Ethiopian officials have decided to harness the Nile’s water power to 
build a large dam. Ethiopia needs the water power to bring electricity to people who have none. But the water loss could 
make Egyptians suffer significantly. 

The amount of water loss to Egypt will probably depend on how quickly or slowly Ethiopians fill the dam’s reservoir. 
So compromise may be possible—or it would be possible if trust existed between the two nations. Egypt’s failure to 
compromise in the past may be making the country powerless now. 

Without the Nile, Egypt cannot exist. But Ethiopia has serious needs too. The Bible tells us to think of the needs of others 
before our own (Philippians 2:4). How can national leaders employ that principle? They must use wisdom. They are called 
to care for their own nations first. But they must also treat people of other nations with kindness as much as they can.  

STORIES: 

1. Don’t Touch My Nile!: What will happen if the Nile stops flowing to Egypt?

2. Thirsty Egypt: Few countries depend on a river as much as Egypt depends on the Nile. 

3. Up the Nile: Follow the Nile’s path from Uganda to Egypt.

4. Care to Share?: Compromise between nations will take a lot of work and wisdom. 

5. World’s Great Rivers: Explore animated statistics and graphics in this Explore It interactive to compare a 

    few of the world’s great rivers.

6. Quiz: 1. Which way do you think would be harder to live—with little water or with little electricity? Why? 

 2. Have you ever had to reach a compromise (sacrifice a little of what you want for the good of someone   
     else)? What was the compromise?

If you take a walk down the street with Cassie, the bird-like robot, you’ll see that she has an 
advantage over many robots: she can walk on two legs. But you’ll also notice that she still falls down 
occasionally. Cassie is far from perfect—but she is made tough so she can try, try again.

Engineers have been trying to build a successful bipedal robot for a long time. They hope bipedal bots will be able to 
move much like humans would—on any kind of a terrain, in narrow spaces, up stairs—and eventually become valuable 
assets in rescue operations. The Cassie robot has backward-looking knees, similar to those of the cassowary bird, for 
which she is named. A deeper look into the body structure of this class of birds (called ratites) reveals why the design 
makes for a good robot. The birds are tough. They use energy efficiently and have to rely on their legs, since their wings 
are not built for flying. Cassie’s engineers did not model their robot directly on the cassowary. But their calculations 
produced a design very similar to the one God thought of for ratites. That reminds us that all our good creations derive 
from Him. As we study His world, we learn over and over that even when we think of an idea, He thought of it first! 

STORIES: 

1. Here Comes Cassie: Is this headless bird bot a good rescuer? Not yet!

2. Model Bird: Engineers make robots like ratites.

3. Are You Pulling My Leg?: Man-made machine parts will never match God’s designs for muscles and tendons.

4. Solving the Bipedal Problem: Scientists study animals while preparing to build robots.

5. Biomimicry Memory: Play this Explore It memory game to match the creatures and features from nature that  
   have led to cool inventions.

6. Quiz: 1. Draw your own bipedal robot. Model it after a person or a two-legged animal.

 2. How many two-legged animals can you think of? Dinosaurs count.

Citizen Ship makes civics fun for your children, with personal 

stories they can relate to that are both sensible and memorable.

Because so much of civics is centered on the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals, Citizen Ship helps kids realize that 

big things like countries, governments and laws are formed by 

the ideas and actions of ordinary people—people just like them. 

The Citizen Ship’s hold will be filled with current events stories, 

charts, videos and cartoons that will bring civics to life for your 

child in ways they can touch, feel and experience.

Election season is a chance to play an interactive campaign 

game or to see how candidates attract votes. A high-speed 

rail project introduces the concept of infrastructure, while a 

challenge to religious freedom might be accompanied by an 

illustration of the branches of government.

We’ve charted a course to ensure every voyage aboard the 

Citizen Ship is a memorable journey in discovering our role in 

civil society, so come aboard!

WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL YOU MAKE 
IN A WORLD FULL OF PEOPLE?
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Whether an old clock or a bullfrog—one of the best ways to learn 

about something is to take it apart, to find out what makes it tick . . . 

or croak.

Take Apart, SMART! brings big ideas to light by dissecting things. 

Your child might learn how a machine works by unscrewing its 

springs and gears and how an athlete excels by examining his 

nutrition and training regimens.

While taking things apart, kids will also put things together—gaining 

a deeper understanding of how God’s laws (like physics and logic) 

drive our world. 

They might click on a sequence of valves and doors to see a ship 

move through locks on the Panama Canal or select an animation that 

shows electrons moving in a solar panel.

Visuals play a big role in learning, so Take Apart, SMART! uses clear 

and descriptive visual tools to fuel a passion in your child—a passion 

to learn how things work and why! Using cutaways, diagrams, videos 

and interactive illustrations, they will make sense of big ideas through 

exploring the parts that make up the whole.

Your child doesn’t have to be an engineer or a mechanic to love Take 

Apart, SMART! We’ll bring the tools and clean up the shop—their 

curiosity will do the rest.

TAKING LITTLE THINGS APART, 
TO GRASP BIG IDEAS
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Turkeys are taking over Boston!

In these stories, conservation has gone right . . . and wrong. Conservationists worked hard to restore 
threatened wild turkeys to the Boston area. But now they wander into the city in large numbers, 
damaging property as they go.  

We know that one person would not be surprised by the turkey’s scrappiness: American founding father Benjamin 
Franklin. He admired the turkey’s pluck and wanted the bird to serve as the symbol on a medal made by the Society 
of the Cincinnati. He was disappointed when the eagle was chosen instead. Animals have served as symbols for a 
long time. Many such symbols are used in the Bible—for example, treacherous wolves symbolize false teachers, 
and the gentle, sacrificial lamb represents Jesus.

STORIES: 

1. Turkeys—Back to Attack: Turkeys return to Boston with a vengeance. 

2. Ben Franklin’s Bird: Which represents the American spirit better—the eagle or the turkey?

3. Calling All Turkeys: Got a turkey wing bone? Build your own turkey call. 

4. Turkey—Did You Know?: Here’s how to tell a turkey’s name, gender, and true feelings.

5. Turkey Calls: You learned how to make a wing-bone turkey call in WORLDkids magazine. Now hear  
    what turkey calls sound like and what they “say.”

6. Quiz: 1. What other animals are used as symbols for bigger ideas in the Bible?

 2. What animal do you think best symbolizes the country where you live?

Thanks to the construction of a new airport, people can finally travel to one of the most 
remote places in the world—the tiny island of St. Helena. Few people have visited this unique 
community wedged in the South Atlantic. But many remember it from history books. It’s the 
island where French general Napoleon Bonaparte was exiled and eventually died.

Earthly empires and emperors have seasons of greatness. But their power doesn’t last forever. 
That was the case with Napoleon and his rule. Visitors to St. Helena can visit an exact replica of the room where 
Napoleon’s life ended—and a stay on the island will probably give them a taste of what exile feels like. Even with an 
airport, St. Helena is very disconnected from the rest of the world. Because of infrequent shipments of goods and 
isolation, finding things many take for granted—like ingredients for favorite recipes and cell phone reception—can 
be a serious challenge there. 

Christians are familiar with the idea of exile. Since God has changed our natures to love Him and hate sin, we don’t 
fit in in the world. But He is preparing a better home for us where we will live with Him and be like Him. 

STORIES: 

1. Planes for St. Helena: For the first time, commercial flights land on the tiny island.

2. Napoleon’s Prison: Do visitors feel stuck on St. Helena? They aren’t the first ones to feel that way!

3. Empires: Great and Then Gone: God removes kings and sets up kings.

4. Saints in Exile: What is an exile? Are you an exile?

5. Empire: Empires rise and fall. Explore this map sequence to watch the long history of the Roman Empire, 

   in quick time!

6. Quiz: 1. If you had to be exiled to another country, which would you choose? Why?

 2. God has prepared a new home for His people. What do you imagine that home is like?
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Critter File is one file in your child’s cabinet that will never get 

full. Always expanding its reach to all creatures, great and small, 

Critter File is an amazing discovery of the animal kingdom.

Your children can view captivating images, play in the “game 

lands” or learn little-known tidbits about their favorite animals 

by exploring their species, habitats, anatomies and diets.

Some files will contain current events, like the birth of a rare 

tiger or the recovery of an endangered owl. 

If a child is curious about the Japanese spider crab, but it’s not 

yet in the file, she can let us know, and we’ll do our best to add 

it quickly.  

With Critter File, we’ll use kids’ innate curiosity about animals 

to spark a deeper understanding of the natural world, helping 

them fall in love with the study and stewardship of the amazing 

critters in God’s creation.

FROM AARDVARKS TO ZEBRAS—ALL 
YOU NEED TO KEEP YOUR CRITTER 
FILE GROWING!
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See the WORLDkids website at kids.wng.org to take advantage of the  
Explore It interactives and online quizzes that accompany the news stories.
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
SIX QUESTIONS IN A STORY

Directions: Read a WORLDkids story and look for answers to the questions that journalists use  
to tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Title of the story: 

The WORLDkids topic area the story is in (such as Science Soup or Critter File):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

Where did it happen?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
VOCABULARY BUILDER

Directions: Read all four of the stories in a WORLDkids topic area and look for five words you don’t 
know well. Look up each word in a dictionary and write its meaning below.

Topic area you chose (such as Science Soup or Critter File): 

Word #1: 

Definition:

Word #2: 

Definition:

Word #3: 

Definition:

Word #4: 

Definition:

Word #5: 

Definition:
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
PICTURE IT!
Directions: Choose a WORLDkids story and read it carefully. In the space below, draw a picture that 
illustrates some part of the story that impressed you.

Write a sentence explaining what part of the story you chose to draw. 
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDkids. In your own words, answer the following questions about 
the photo. Use complete sentences in your answer.

What is happening in the photo?

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

What else can you find in the photo?
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
MAPMAKER
Directions: In the space below, draw the outline of a state, province, or country that is the subject 
of a WORLDkids story. Show where its capital is located, and write its name. Below your map, write 
something you learned about this area from the WORLDkids article.
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
GRAPH READER
Directions: Select a graph or infographic from WORLDkids.

In your own words, explain what the image illustrates. What is its main point?

What information does it present? 

Why was it included in the article instead of using more text to explain the information?
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                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
FAVORITE STORIES
Directions: Choose a story from WORLDkids that you especially liked. Use complete sentences to 
answer the following about the story.

Story Headline:

The story’s topic area in WORLDkids (such as Critter File or Jet Balloon): 

Why did you choose this story?

Describe an interesting thing you learned from reading this story.

 


