
OVERVIEW: WORLDkids readers, usually between ages eight and ten, have begun piecing the world 

together in new and more complicated ways. They’re ready for an awareness of current events, but 

they need lots of background knowledge to build their understanding of what’s going on in the world. 

WORLDkids connects the news to things kids can already relate to, then uses those touchpoints to take 

their understanding deeper. Along the way, WORLDkids drops Christian worldview “bread crumbs,” 

adding wisdom to news and knowledge. 

WORLDkids organizes current events into six topic areas, each with multiple stories that provide 

the context to help children understand the topic more fully.

NEW! Not only does WORLDkids have a new look, but your teaching guide now offers more resources 

for you! Scroll down to see our suggestions for extending the learning experience with some of the 

news stories in this selection. You’ll find links, videos, recommended reading, and more. How can we 

help you? Send us your ideas for what you find most useful. Email us at: WORLDkidseditor@wng.org.

PLUS MORE NEW! 

Watch your Monday email newsletters for more news and application for parents and teachers from the 

God’s WORLD News Coach, Kelsey Reed. And coming JANUARY 18, listen to Concurrently: The News 

Coach Podcast, at gwnews.com/newscoach/ or anywhere you listen to podcasts!

1

Teaching Guide & Worksheets • January/February 2023

EACH TOPIC SECTION 

INCLUDES:

• Four stories

• Online interactive activity

• Photo slideshows with  

 each online story

• Knowledge-reinforcing  

 activities and puzzles

• Quiz for comprehension  

 and application

RECOMMENDED PACING:

Daily—

• Read the daily News Shorts online to grow an appreciation for  

 what’s happening around the world.

Weekly—

• Work through one topic section during the week. Read all  

 four stories with the online photo slideshows, do the interactive  

 activity, and take the quiz. Each section should be done as a whole  

 to better understand the topic and how to engage current events.

• Complete one of the printable worksheets included with the  

 teaching guide to gauge reading comprehension and increase  

 understanding.

https://gwnews.com/newscoach/


1. The Grape Bank: Kamal el-Saikali started a “grape bank” to preserve old varieties of grapes his family has 
enjoyed for generations. His ancestors used the grapes to make molasses and raisins.  
Why? The first job God gave to Adam was gardening. (Genesis 2:15) Preserving plant varieties is one way to 
steward God’s creation well.

2. What Makes a Berry a Berry?: Berries, drupes, accessory or aggregate fruits. How are each of these 
yummy fruits defined? You’ll have to read to find out!

3. Tunes with Teeth: As he got older, Thomas Edison became hard of hearing. Did he stop listening to music? 
Nope. The famous inventor discovered a way to listen through his teeth! 
Why? Curious and inventive people can creatively use God’s very purposeful designs for many good things, 
including addressing disability.

4. Hear, Hear!: Soundwaves usually travel through air, liquids, and solids. God enables people and animals to 
hear in creative ways. Even animals with no ears (like snakes) can pick up vibrations. 

5. How To Hear through Your Teeth: Learn to listen to the radio or a vinyl record through your teeth in our 
interactive. (You can also find an old piano to bite while someone plays!)

Explore further: The Grape Bank 
Pining for a sweet snack? If you have grapes on hand, you can make your own raisins. All you need is boiling 
water, ice water, and an oven. Go to “Make Your Own Raisins” to learn more: www.youtube.com/watch?v=UW_
BjEItybo. 

SCIENCE SOUP STORIES  Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.
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SCIENCE SOU P

READING QUIZ 

1. Kamal el-Saikali’s bank ______  .
 a) holds money made from 

vineyards 
b) protects rare grape varieties  
c) is the first bank in Lebanon 
d) is the oldest bank in Lebanon

2. Which is a berry?
 a) strawberry 

b) blueberry 
c) apple 
d) peach

3. Thomas Edison invented ______  .
 a) the piano 

b) the hearing aid 
c) the phonograph 
d) the magnifying glass

4. Which is a way animals can hear?
 a) Elephants hear vibrations 

through their feet.  
b) Moths hear bat chirps through 
their antennae.  
c) Snakes hear ground vibrations 
with their jaws.  
d) all of the above

5. Explain how hearing through teeth 
works.
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https://kids.wng.org/node/6545
https://kids.wng.org/node/6546
https://kids.wng.org/node/6547
https://kids.wng.org/node/6548
https://kids.wng.org/node/6560
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UW_BjEItybo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UW_BjEItybo
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1. Dates from Bricks: Bricks and pottery contain magnetic materials. When burned, they record the position 
of Earth’s magnetic field at the time of the fire.  
Why? God’s word is not only a history book. But it does include history! The Bible’s accuracy shouldn’t 
surprise Christians. “The sum of your word is truth,” declares Psalm 119:160.

2. Counting Days: People have used all kinds of calendars throughout history and even today. Learn about 
many different ways of tracking days and years in human history.

3. Finding American History: Long after the important Battle of Yorktown, the Revolutionary War-era Camp 
Security was lost to history. Pennsylvania purchased 47 acres to find the site. See what archaeologists have 
discovered. 
Why? Searching diligently may seem burdensome. But some discoveries are worth the effort!

4. The Battle of Yorktown: The United States and France teamed up to fight their greatest foe: British 
General Charles Cornwallis. Why was the Battle of Yorktown so important in the war?

5. What Can Ancient Burned Bricks Tell Us?: See our original World Watch video on how scientists in Israel 
use “archaeomagnetic dating” with burnt bricks and pottery shards. They confirm the dates of major events 
cited in the Bible. 

Explore further: The Battle of Yorktown 
Check out The American Revolution by Bruce Bliven, Jr., from the library for a deep dive into the fight for 
independence. For a short and informative explanation of the war’s turning point, see “The American 
Revolution: Battle of Yorktown” here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yiuVtBeSLc. 

TIME MACHINE STORIES  Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. Which city did Hazael 
NOT destroy, according to 
scientists? 

 a) Horvat Tevet 
b) Tel Zayit 
c) Tel Beth-Shean 
d) Tel Rehov

2. What does “A.D.” stand for?
 a) After Dawn 

b) Anno Domini 
c) Ante Domini 
d) After Death

3. In the Revolutionary War, 
Britain’s army surrendered 
at ______  .

 a) Appomattox 
b) Camp Security 
c) The Battle of Yorktown 
d) York, Pennsylvania

4. To win the Revolutionary 
War, the United States 
teamed up ______  .

 a) Germany 
b) France 
c) Mexico 
d) nobody

5. Why do some people use C.E. 
and B.C.E. instead of B.C. 
and A.D. in dating?

VOCABULARY QUIZ 

1. testimony
 a) examination 

b) promise 
c) statement

2. scholars 
 a) people who study a subject 

b) people who dig up artifacts 
c) people who carve wood

3. stockade
 a) prison 

b) wooden fence 
c) battle

4. independence
 a) patriotism 

b) happiness 
c) freedom

https://kids.wng.org/node/6568
https://kids.wng.org/node/6569
https://kids.wng.org/node/6570
https://kids.wng.org/node/6571
https://kids.wng.org/node/6578
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yiuVtBeSLc
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1. Catching a Big Fish . . . Together: Too many people fished too many pirarucu for too many years. The fish 
was nearly extinct. Now the fish has come back to the lakes of Medio Jurua, Brazil.  
Why? People work together and make laws to care for the resources God gives. And that can make a big 
difference!

2. Leather from Fish?: Pirarucu skins used to get thrown away. Now a company called Nova Kaeru turns as 
many as 50,000 skins each year into leather. This puts all that skin to good use!

3. Saffron, Indoors: Right now, Kashmir does not have enough irrigation or saffron-growing land. Most 
people in Kashmir make money from farming. They’re getting creative. They plant valuable saffron-producing 
flowers vertically indoors.  
Why? Even in a world of scarcity, God deals abundantly with His people.

4. Spicy . . . and Pricey: Saffron is worth its weight in gold—literally! The savory flower threads are scarce. 
Growing the flowers takes a lot of work. Learn about all that drives up the price of this in-demand spice!

5. Find Your Spice: Learn more about where spices come from in our interactive. Discover facts about 
cinnamon, cloves, horseradish, vanilla, pepper, and ginger. 

Explore further: Catching a Big Fish . . . Together 
Pirarucu fish are also known as arapaima. They have to surface for air. They also make loud noises that sound 
like coughing! For more fascinating details about these massive freshwater fish, see Animal Fact Files: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Lt87gdYrnzc. 

CITIZEN SHIP STORIES  Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. Pirarcucu ______  .
 a) surface to breathe 

b) are extinct 
c) taste terrible 
d) are toxic

2. Eduardo Filgueiras worked as a ______  
farmer.

 a) snake 
b) fish 
c) ostrich 
d) toad

3. Saffron comes from the _____   flower.
 a) Crocus sativus 

b) Camellia sinensis 
c) Rosa rubiginosa 
d) Bellis perennis

4. Scarcity is ______  .
 a) more supply than demand 

b) more demand than supply 
c) more riches than poverty 
d) more goodness than evil

5. Do you sometimes think you’re missing 
out, that you don’t have enough? 
Make a list of the many ways God has 
provided more than you need. Find 
a Bible verse that talks about God’s 
provision.

https://kids.wng.org/node/6589
https://kids.wng.org/node/6590
https://kids.wng.org/node/6591
https://kids.wng.org/node/6592
https://kids.wng.org/node/6599
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt87gdYrnzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt87gdYrnzc
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1. City Food for Zoos: Exotic animals need exotic foods. So some zoos also hunt all around their cities for 
local vegetation. They use what they find to feed anything from apes to koalas to giraffes to zebras.  
Why? God made the world teem with nourishing plants for people and animals to enjoy.

2. What Can YOU Find?: Both people and animals can forage. Use our guide to help you track down edible 
plants like burdock, prickly pear cactus, clover, wild strawberries, or dandelion. 

3. Videogame Logic in Real Life: NASCAR driver Ross Chastain played racing video games, where he 
practiced virtual tricks. Then Mr. Chastain tried a game tactic in a real race.  
Why? The racing event was exciting, gutsy, and attention-getting. But people must judge the value of actions 
by what is right and not just what is flashy and self-serving.

4. NASCAR Physics: When objects move in circles, centripetal force pulls them toward the center. Learn how 
Mr. Chastain harnessed this force in his racing move. 

5. Racing (Virtually): See our original World Watch video in which Caleb Bailey takes a virtual ride to 
discover just how challenging it is to be a race car driver. 

Explore further: City Food for Zoos 
A koala can eat more than two pounds of eucalyptus leaves in a day. What other fun facts are there to 
discover about these Australian marsupials? Check out Unbelievable Pictures and Facts about Koalas by Olivia 
Greenwood from the library. You can also visit National Geographic’s WILD episode “Koalas 101”: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=oI3ADcDH0Uc.

TAKE APART SMART STORIES  Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. Eucalyptus comes from ______  .
 a) California 

b) Australia 
c) Africa 
d) Asia

2. Foraging is ______  .
 a) planting dandelions 

b) composting 
c) searching for food in the wild 
d) brewing tea 

3. Some NASCAR drivers dislike wall-
riding because it is ______  .

 a) unfair and dangerous 
b) inspired by a videogame 
c) only possible at night 
d) too loud

4. Centripetal force was discovered 
by ______  .

 a) Dr. Diandra Leslie-Pelecky 
b) Ross Chastain 
c) Isaac Newton 
b) Albert Einstein

5. Do you think Mr. Chastain’s flashy 
race move was a good thing or not? 
Explain your reasons.

VOCABULARY QUIZ 

1. flourishes
 a) makes flowers 

b) struggles 
c) thrives

2. teeming 
 a) swimming 

b) abounding 
c) scattering

3. unsportsmanlike
 a) out of shape 

b) unfair 
c) paid for by a sponsor

4. centripetal
 a) center-seeking 

b) gas-powered 
c) sideways

https://kids.wng.org/node/6549
https://kids.wng.org/node/6550
https://kids.wng.org/node/6551
https://kids.wng.org/node/6552
https://kids.wng.org/node/6567
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oI3ADcDH0Uc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oI3ADcDH0Uc
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1. San Francisco’s Dogstaurant: Rahmi Massarweh spends hours cooking gourmet meals. But not for 
people—for dogs. Some say the price is way too much to spend on dinner for a dog—especially in a city where 
many people are needy. 
Why? It can be fun to spoil a pet. But we must also wisely use the money God gives us.

2. What’s Up Your Dog’s Nose? : Dogs’ noses contain tiny organs called turbinates. They hold the sniffer-cells 
that connect to nerves that send smelly messages to the brain.

3. How To Save a Moose: Ticks harm Maine’s moose calves. This past fall, the Maine government gave 
hunters permission to kill more moose. Too bad for ticks. They’ll have 4,000 fewer moose to munch.  
Why? People are caretakers of God’s world. They can help protect animal species by keeping creature 
numbers in balance.

4. What a Nose!: God designed the moose to stick its head into water to look for food. Learn more about this 
and other mammals called ungulates.

5. Make Your Own Dog Food: Join us in the kitchen for a fun video interactive. Our writer Chelsea and her 
young chef sidekick show you how to make an affordable, healthy, delicious dog treat for your furry friend. 

Explore further: How To Save a Moose 
Moose are the largest and heaviest species in the deer family. To learn more about these majestic creatures, go 
to All Things Animal: www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAZt9CtHrMk. And just for fun, check out the book If You 
Give a Moose a Muffin by Laura Numeroff. Don’t forget the jam!

CRITTER FILE STORIES  Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. Dogue rhymes with ______  .
 a) roof 

b) vogue 
c) arrow 
d) rough

2. Nose turbinates look like ______  .
 a) scrolls, seashells, or sponges 

b) dogs, microscopes, or fire 
hydrants 
c) quail eggs, steak, or waffles 
d) mailboxes, bushes, or streets

3. Ticks mostly harm ______  moose.
 a) baby 

b) adult 
c) Canadian 
d) Mexican

4. Ungulates ______  .
 a) eat plants 

b) eat meat 
c) have two legs 
d) have wings

5. How would you try to help save 
moose from so many ticks each year 
in Maine? Can you think of other 
ideas the scientists haven’t tried?

https://kids.wng.org/node/6579
https://kids.wng.org/node/6580
https://kids.wng.org/node/6581
https://kids.wng.org/node/6582
https://kids.wng.org/node/6612
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAZt9CtHrMk
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1. Fire on Easter Island: Fire raged on Easter Island, Chile, in October. Some of the island’s statues cracked.  
Why? Local people valued the Easter Island statues because they may have believed the statues held the 
spirits of ancestors. We see them as artifacts of history and marvel at their size. But Christians know God’s 
people go to be with Him when they leave their bodies.

2. Land of Mysteries: Who built these heads so curiously peeking out of the ground? How did they do it? And 
why? Plus, what happened to Easter Island’s trees? 

3. Paper from Worm Food: The Meros paper factory in Uzbekistan makes “silk paper” from mulberry 
branches. People there started making their unique paper 14 centuries ago. It lasts for centuries! 
Why? God valued skilled craftspeople in the making of His place of worship. We benefit from the skills of 
many, and others benefit from our talents too!

4. Passport to: Uzbekistan: Can you spot Uzbekistan on a map? Learn about the farms, exports, languages, 
religions, meals, animals, and houses of this central Asian country.

5. Where Does Paper Come From?: Explore our Jet Balloon interactive about favorite papers for crafts. Learn 
facts about construction paper, cardstock, tracing paper, magazine paper, and (best of all?) edible paper! 

Explore further: Fire on Easter Island  
For a more in-depth look at the moai statues, check out Where Is Easter Island? by Megan Stine from the 
library. You’ll learn where the Rapa Nui came from and what scientists have discovered about Easter Island 
over the years. You can also view this short video from Free School: www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhEeh_
BcADg. 

JET BALLOON STORIES  Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. The biggest moai is called ______  .
 a) Goliath 

b) El Gigante 
c) Mega Rock 
d) Father Moai

2. Which country governs Easter 
Island?

 a) Polynesia 
b) Chile 
c) Alaska 
d) Brazil

3. “Silk paper” is made from ______  .
 a) mulberry bark 

b) worms 
c) papyrus 
d) maple wood

4. Chuchvara is ______  .
 a) a dumpling dish 

b) a breed of bear 
c) an Uzbek language 
d) the capital of Uzbekistan

5. Come up with a theory (an idea) 
about how the Easter Island 
statues got buried in the dirt 
so that only their heads show. 
Write or tell your version of 
what happened.

VOCABULARY QUIZ 

1. marvel
 a) wonder 

b) doubt 
c) deny

2. strategies 
 a) techniques 

b) calendars 
c) inventions

3. moniker
 a) primate 

b) pulp  
c) name

4. provisions
 a) goods 

b) trains 
c) homes

https://kids.wng.org/node/6601
https://kids.wng.org/node/6602
https://kids.wng.org/node/6603
https://kids.wng.org/node/6604
https://kids.wng.org/node/6600
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhEeh_BcADg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhEeh_BcADg


ANSWER KEY: 
 
Science Soup:  
Reading Quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. c, 4. d, 5. Answers will vary but may include: Sound is made 
of waves. When they pass through a material, they cause vibrations. Sound waves 
passing through teeth send vibrations through the jaw bone to the ear, where they are 
decoded by the brain into hearing.

Time Machine:  
Reading Quiz: 1. c, 2. b, 3. c, 4. b, 5. Answers will vary but should include that B.C. and 
A.D. set dates clearly around the birth of Jesus, while C.E. and B.C.E., which use the 
same points in history, remove reference of him from the dating system. 

Vocabulary Quiz: 1. c, 2. a, 3. b, 4. c

Citizen Ship:  
Reading Quiz: 1. a, 2. d, 3. a, 4. b, 5. Answers will vary but may include clothes, toys, 
home, family, friends, pets, groceries, hobbies, church, school, medical and emergency 
services, seasons, and of course, Jesus! Bible verse examples include 2 Corinthians 
9:8, 2 Peter 1:3, Hebrews 13:5, Luke 12:24, Matthew 6:33, Psalm 23:1, Romans 8:32, 
Ephesians 3:20, and many more.

Take Apart Smart:  
Reading Quiz: 1. b, 2. c, 3. a, 4. c, 5. Answers will vary but may include: It was a good 
move because he used physics and got to the championship; or It was not a good move 
because he damaged his car and could have injured other people.

Vocabulary Quiz: 1. c, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a

Critter File:  
Reading Quiz: 1. b, 2. a, 3. a, 4. a, 5. Answers will vary but may include using a natural 
pesticide to kill ticks in the wild without harming other life; corralling young moose 
and applying a tick prevention like people do for pets; finding birds or other animals 
that eat ticks and releasing them in the area.

Jet Balloon:  
Reading Quiz: 1. b, 2. b, 3. a, 4. a, 5. Answers will vary greatly but may include: 
Whole villages dug giant holes to tip them into; an earthquake opened up cracks and 
sinkholes around the statues; hurricanes washed layers of dirt onto shore around 
them; etc.

Vocabulary Quiz: 1. a, 2. a, 3. c, 4. a
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TOPIC EXPLORER

Is your student interested in volcanoes? Ancient Egyptian mummies? Or love reading about horses? 
Use the WORLDkids Topic Explorer to find relevant current-events stories quickly.

The WORLDkids Topic Explorer is a regularly updated index of popular topics you can easily browse 
or search for age-appropriate news stories. Get more from your WORLDkids membership by using the 
WORLDkids Topic Explorer—your gateway to an extensive article archive on WORLDkids. 

To SEARCH individual articles on the WORLDkids website:

Use the SEARCH function on the WORLDkids website to retrieve articles based on 
your own keyword searches. Your search results may include sets of feature articles 
with their related stories and photo slideshows. Your search may also display 
standalone News Shorts articles—brief stories from the daily News Shorts section of the 

WORLDkids website. The website content and potential search results are always expanding as new 
articles are added day by day.

To BROWSE broader topic areas in this list:

The list of topics on the following page is arranged alphabetically and grouped within the six subject 
categories used in the WORLDkids magazine and website. When viewing the list electronically, click 
on any of the topics to jump to content on the WORLDkids website. The topic list will be regularly 
updated as content is published in the WORLDkids magazine.

9

(Science)

(Civics) (Animals) (Geography)

(Technology) (History)

TAKE APART S MART

C RITTER FILE JET BALLOO N

SEARCH

CITIZEN SHIP

T IM E MACHINESCIENCE SOU P

Teaching Guide & Worksheets • January/February 2023



10

Teaching Guide & Worksheets • January/February 2023

TAKE APART SMART! 
(Technology)

Archaeology: Bible 
Figurine
Banana Stalks
Bears: Spreading Seeds
Berber Granaries
Birds: Extinct
Cars: Design
Clocks
Cookie Design
Coral Atlas
Da Vinci
Dinosaur: Tyrannosaurus 
Rex
Flying Mechanics
Foraging
Illuminated Manuscripts
Indoor Farm
Learning Languages
Lobster Fishing
Magnetic Field
Mars Rover Tires
Mars Rovers
Mayflower II
Middleman
Mona Lisa
Moving Houses
NASCAR
Pipe Organs
Printing Press: History
Publishing Imprints
Puppets
Quilting
Robots: Bipedal
Rotating House
School: History
Sea of Galilee
Sign Language
Sign Language: Babies
Space Ovens
Space Oven, Baking in 
Space
Space Travel
Spinal Cord
Surfing
Tennis, Ball Boys and 
Girls
Tennis, Line Judges
Vermeer
Water Bears
White House Chef

SCIENCE SOUP  
(Science)

Artificial Reefs
Bananas
Bends
Berries
Bridge Types
Bugs: Declining
Cheese: Competition
Citizen Scientists
Concussion Test
Cyborgs
Derechos
Desertification
Diamonds
Echidnas
Eyesight and Screens
Extremophiles
Fermentation
Glider: Perlan 2
GMO Salmon
Hearing
Horned Toads
Ice Expedition, Iceberg
Immune System
Jupiter: Red Spot
Lionfish
Maggots, Leaping
Manganese
Mars: InSight Spacecraft
Mars: Preparation
Modified Salmon
Monarch Migration
Mushrooms
Nuclear Power
Oyster Shells
Plant for Pain
Polarstern Voyage
Prairie Progess
Rock Raft
Seeds
Sourdough
Spaceship, Launch
Star Life Cycle
Telescope
Twins
Volcanoes
Wave Power
Wolves, Isle Royale

TIME MACHINE  
(History)

Australia: Matthew 
Flinders
Aztecs
Battle of Yorktown
Bible History
Bible, Writing Of
Bradstreet, Anne
Bray School
Calendars
Cars: Self-Driving Delivery
Chinese Immigrants
Clocks
Colosseum
Columbus Statue
Computer History
Cursive
Dogs and People
Dogs, Eyes
Dragons
Earhart, Amelia: Bone 
Theory
Egypt: Tombs
Hieroglyphics
Ice Age Wolf
Joinery
Jousting
Lightsaber Fencing
Lunchboxes
Marquis de Lafayette
Marriage
Mines, Abandoned
Old West
Pandemic: 1918
Peru: Ruins
Pirates
Pompeii
Queen Elizabeth
Salt, from Sea
Shackleton, Ernest
Story Hour
Streetcars 
The Holy Land
Tut Coffin
Underground Railroad
Victory Gardens
Vikings: Bluetooth’s 
Treasure
Washington, George
Wolf, Frozen Head

CITIZEN SHIP  
(Civics) 

Art Restoration
Baltimore: Arabbers
Bicycles: China
Blindness: Glasses
Bolivia: Cable Cars
Brexit
Budgets
Character
China Christianity
China: Diplomacy, Pandas
Common Good
Disability 
 
Electric Scooters
Equestrian Team
Food Banks
Food: Raising Your Own
Foster Care
Goats: Fire Prevention
Hard Times
Humanitarianism
Hurricanes: Puerto Rico
Intellectual Property
Landlords
Lebanon
Legacy
Model Building
Nile River
Organ Donation
Pirarucu
Proverbs Library
Reforestation
Remembering History
Saffron
Sahel Region
SCOTUS History
UK, EU
United Kingdom: Scot-
land and England
Venezuela
Vocation
Voting
Washington, D.C.: Rats
Water Infrastructure: 
NYC & VE
Wildfires, Fighting
Wild Pigs
Wind Power
Worship, Bibles

CRITTER FILE  
(Animals)

Bats and Fireflies
Beekeeping Veterans
Beluga Whales
Bird Flight
Cat Tongues
Cetaceans
Cow Products
Dinosaur: Fossils
Dinosaur Sizes
Dogs: Exhibit
Dogs: Nose
Dogs: Taste and Smell
Dugong Baby 
Dugong, Marine  
Mammals
Elephants: Tuskless
Fish: Sleep
Goliath Grouper
Hellbenders
Hippos: Fiona
Honeybees
Horses: Choctaw
Horseshoe Crabs
Hurricane Animals
Komodo Dragons
Llamas, Bolivia
Macaws
Murder Hornets
Mutations
Naked Mole-rats
Otters
Owls: Airport
Owls, Snowy
Pandas
Sea Otter, Comeback
Spider Silk
Stinky Beach, Whale Falls
Super-Cows
Tasmanian Devils
Turkey: Wild
Ungulates
Venom
Walrus: Migration 
Water Birds
Whales, Decomposing
White House Pets
Woolly Rhino
Zoos: Aardvark Milk

JET BALLOON  
(Geography)

Afghanistan 
Africa Cycle Journey
Alexandria Sinking
Arctic Exploration
Babylon
Babylon, Iraq
Bolivia
Cat Cafés
Chad
China: Great Wall
China: History
Easter Island Statues
Fish as Food
France: Culture
Ghost Towns
Glassblowing
Haiti
Haiti Vetiver
Hawaii: Taro
Horses: NYC Police
Hurricane Maria
Indonesia
Indonesia: Capital
International Space 
Station
Jamaica Coral
Japan: Emperor
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Lakes
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Nile River
Oceans
Pacific: Garbage Patch
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Uganda
Uzbekistan
Vetiver, Hispaniola
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 Six Questions in a Story        

Directions: Read a WORLDkids story and look for answers to the questions 
that journalists use to tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Title of the story: 

The WORLDkids topic area the story is in (such as Science Soup or Critter File):

Who was involved? ________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happened? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When did it happen? ________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where did it happen? _______________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did it happen? _________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did it happen? _________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 

Teaching Guide & Worksheets • January/February 2023



 Vocabulary Builder        

Directions: Read all four of the stories in a WORLDkids topic area and  
look for five words you don’t know well. Look up each word in a dictionary  
and write its meaning below.

Topic area you chose (such as Science Soup or Critter File):

Word #1:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Word #2:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Word #3:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Word #4:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Word #5:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 
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 Picture It!        

Directions: Choose a WORLDkids story and read it carefully. In the space below,  
draw a picture that illustrates some part of the story that impressed you.

Write a sentence explaining what part of the story you chose to draw.  _______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 
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 Photo Interpreter        

Directions: Select a photo from WORLDkids. In your own words, answer the  
following questions about the photo. Use complete sentences in your answer.

What is happening in the photo?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What else can you find in the photo?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 

Teaching Guide & Worksheets • January/February 2023



 Mapmaker        

Directions: In the space below, draw the outline of a state, province, 
or country that is the subject of a WORLDkids story. Show where its 
capital is located, and write its name. Below your map, write something 
you learned about this area from the WORLDkids article.

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 
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 Graph Reader        

Directions: Select a graph or infographic from WORLDkids.

In your own words, explain what the image illustrates. What is its main point?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What information does it present?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why was it included in the article instead of using more text to explain the information?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 
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 Favorite Stories        

Directions: Choose a story from WORLDkids that you especially liked.  
Use complete sentences to answer the following about the story.

Story Headline: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  

The story’s topic area in WORLDkids (such as Critter File or Jet Balloon): 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Why did you choose this story? _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe an interesting thing you learned from reading this story. ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 
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 Imagine It!        

Directions: Choose a story or photo from WORLDKids.  
Imagine you were there when the photo was taken or the event happened. 

Title of the story: 

The WORLDkids topic area the story is in (such as Science Soup or Critter File):

What would you see?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you hear?  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you smell? _____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you feel? ______________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you taste? _____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pick one of the items you wrote down. On another piece of paper, write a new story. Be creative! It can be long or short. 

It doesn’t need to be a true story like the one in WORLDKids. You can use your imagination and make it up.

Name:                                                               

Date:                                                                 
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