
OVERVIEW

WORLDkids readers, usually between ages eight and ten, have begun piecing the world together 
in new and more complicated ways. They’re ready for an awareness of current events, but they 
need lots of background knowledge to build their understanding of what’s going on in the world. 
WORLDkids connects the news to things kids can already relate to, then uses those touchpoints 
to take their understanding deeper. Along the way, WORLDkids drops Christian worldview “bread 
crumbs,” adding wisdom to news and knowledge. 

WORLDkids organizes current events into six topic areas, each with multiple stories that provide  
the context to help children understand the topic more fully.

EACH TOPIC SECTION INCLUDES:

• Four stories

• Online interactive activity

• Photo slideshows with each online story

• Knowledge-reinforcing activities and puzzles

• Quiz for comprehension and application

RECOMMENDED PACING:

Daily—

•  Read the daily News Shorts online to grow an appreciation for what’s happening around  
  the world.

Weekly—

•  Work through one topic section during the week. Read all four stories with the online photo  
  slideshows, do the interactive activity, and take the quiz. Each section should be done as a  
   whole to better understand the topic and how to engage current events.

•  Complete one of the printable worksheets included with the teaching guide to gauge reading  
  comprehension and increase understanding.

TEACHING GUIDE & WORKSHEETS
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ScienceSoup makes the stuff of earth and space fascinating, with 

a cornucopia of aromatic ingredients to ignite a passion for the 

natural world.

From an active volcano expedition, to the launch of a new space 

telescope, ScienceSoup uses creative themes and attention-getting 

topics to engage your children’s senses, helping them fall in love 

with the study of science.

Illustrated with eye-popping photos and delightful videos, 

ScienceSoup ties current events to the laws of nature, using simple 

but testable explanations to help science make sense.

And lest we forget, ScienceSoup provides suggestions for fun and 

safe experiments at home, so your kids can use all their senses to 

see how God’s marvelous creation really works! 

THERE IS NO NEED TO BE A GENIUS TO 
HAVE A TASTE FOR SCIENCE SOUP!

1. Leaping Maggots!: Scientists take a close look at maggots to get ideas for robots.

2. Mexican Jumping Beans and Larva: What makes these beans jump? It’s larvae—baby bugs! 

3. Rocky “Raft” Headed to Australia: A pumice raft sails for Australia—thanks to an undersea volcano. 

4. Volcanoes down Deep: What do we know about undersea volcanoes? Start with what you know about 
volcanoes on land. 

5.  Volcanoes: Power on Display: Tap through an interactive explainer about how volcanoes work.  
(Online Explore It Interactive)

SCIENCE SOUP STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. A maggot is __.
a) a bean
b) a fly larva
c) a corn kernel
d) a robot

2. Butterfly and moth larvae are __.
a) tadpoles 
b) maggots
c) caterpillars
d) grubs

3. What created the floating raft?
a) an undersea volcano
b) a milkshake machine
c) a sea creature
d) ocean explorers 

4. How many volcanoes probably exist under the sea?
a) fewer than 100
b) more than a million
c) none
d) more than a trillion

5.    ? 

VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
1. colleagues

a) worker friends
b) worst enemies
c) scientists

2. dormant
a) active now
b) quiet now
c) welcome mat

3) porous
a) hard and solid
b) squishy
c) lots of holes

4) submarine
a) water-filled
b) above water
c) under water
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TIME MACHINE STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

Our time machine has both forward and rewind buttons. As it runs 

in reverse, it might groan and spit out a cloud of rust from the 

Industrial Age, salt spray from the bow of a Viking ship or a sandy 

haze from King Pharaoh’s mines.

Time Machine can also zip into the future, reporting plans for an 

Arctic exploration, nuclear fusion or cancer research.

Using current events to explain history and history to explain 

current events, Time Machine will help your child recognize the 

significance of big moments and the vital connection between past 

and present.

With attention-grabbing graphics and engaging activities, kids will 

take the wheel of this Time Machine, launching amazing expeditions 

of wonder and learning.

Climb in, buckle up and take a bold voyage to meet extraordinary 

people and see remarkable places, all reflecting God’s glory in time 

and space.

REMARKABLE  EXPEDITIONS DEDICATED 
TO EXPANDING HORIZONS

5315 U RED 032 U

1817 U 285 U

Uncoated Pantone

137 U 1505 U

248 U

RGB

1. Medieval Meets Modern: New technology aims to make jousting more fair. 

2. When Knighthood Was in Flower: How did a knight become a knight? What rules did he follow?

3. A Coffin Refitted for a King: King Tut’s coffin gets some serious first aid.

4. Finding Tut’s Tomb: In 1922, Howard Carter found Tut’s tomb—with the help of a water fetcher.

5. Life in Ancient Egypt: What was life like? Ask an ancient Egyptian. But you will have to figure out if he is telling 
the truth. (Online Explore It Interactive)

READING QUIZ 

1. Jousting became this country’s first national sport: 
a) Norway
b) Germany
c) France
d) England

2. Chivalry refers to __.
a) rules of behavior
b) jousting scores
c) awards for knights
d) fighting technique

3. Tut’s outer coffin is made of __.
a) cement
b) gold
c) wood
d) plaster

4. Tut’s tomb was found in Egypt’s __.
a) Valley of Treasure
b) Tombs of Cairo
c) Valley of the Kings
d) Pyramid Valley

5. Why were mummies buried with so much stuff?
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CITIZEN SHIP STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. What is a disadvantage of scooters?
a) They can be unlocked with an app.
b) They’re cool. 
c) Walkers get knocked down.
d) They can be parked anywhere.

2. The motor works because your magnet always creates __. 
a) a battery
b) a magnetic field
c) fingernail polish 
d) insulation

3. A paroemiologist is __. 
a) a dictionary of proverbs 
b) someone who studies proverbs
c) someone who studies libraries
d) someone who collects books 

4. “Look before you leap” comes from __.
a) China
b) Hungary
c) Germany 
d) Israel

5. What is the difference between listening and hearing?

VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
1.  commute

a) travel
b) rest
c) shop

2. vertical
a) sideways
b) angled
c) upright

3.) located
a) bought
b) found
c) borrowed

4.) abounding
a) filled with
b) bouncing
c) lacking

Citizen Ship makes civics fun for your children, with personal 

stories they can relate to that are both sensible and memorable.

Because so much of civics is centered on the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals, Citizen Ship helps kids realize that 

big things like countries, governments and laws are formed by 

the ideas and actions of ordinary people—people just like them. 

The Citizen Ship’s hold will be filled with current events stories, 

charts, videos and cartoons that will bring civics to life for your 

child in ways they can touch, feel and experience.

Election season is a chance to play an interactive campaign 

game or to see how candidates attract votes. A high-speed 

rail project introduces the concept of infrastructure, while a 

challenge to religious freedom might be accompanied by an 

illustration of the branches of government.

We’ve charted a course to ensure every voyage aboard the 

Citizen Ship is a memorable journey in discovering our role in 

civil society, so come aboard!

WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL YOU MAKE 
IN A WORLD FULL OF PEOPLE?

RGB

1. Stumped by Scooters: Some people think cool scooters solve problems. Others think they  
ARE problems. 

2. Make a Simple Electric Motor: Use wire, a battery, and a magnet.

3. A Place for Proverbs: A professor gets a whole library just for proverbs. 

4. Words from the Wise: True proverbs hang around for hundreds of years.

5. A Good Name: What’s in a name? Here’s some fun knowledge about given names.  
(Online Explore It Interactive)
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TAKE APART SMART STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. The Mayflower II was __.
a) captured during World War II
b) a gift from Canada
c) bought from Canada
d) built from parts of the original Mayflower

2. Providence is __.
a) disobedience
b) a prayer to God
c) God’s care and plan
d) all of the above

3. Name the Pilgrims’ second ship
a) Speedwell
b) Pinta
c) Plymouth
d) Cornwall

4. Mayflower’s ocean voyage took __.
a) 82 days
b) 44 days
c) 75 days
d) 66 days

5. Describe one Pilgrim experience that is an example of providence.

Whether an old clock or a bullfrog—one of the best ways to learn 

about something is to take it apart, to find out what makes it tick . . . 

or croak.

Take Apart, SMART! brings big ideas to light by dissecting things. 

Your child might learn how a machine works by unscrewing its 

springs and gears and how an athlete excels by examining his 

nutrition and training regimens.

While taking things apart, kids will also put things together—gaining 

a deeper understanding of how God’s laws (like physics and logic) 

drive our world. 

They might click on a sequence of valves and doors to see a ship 

move through locks on the Panama Canal or select an animation that 

shows electrons moving in a solar panel.

Visuals play a big role in learning, so Take Apart, SMART! uses clear 

and descriptive visual tools to fuel a passion in your child—a passion 

to learn how things work and why! Using cutaways, diagrams, videos 

and interactive illustrations, they will make sense of big ideas through 

exploring the parts that make up the whole.

Your child doesn’t have to be an engineer or a mechanic to love Take 

Apart, SMART! We’ll bring the tools and clean up the shop—their 

curiosity will do the rest.

TAKING LITTLE THINGS APART, 
TO GRASP BIG IDEAS

166 U 298 U

Yellow U Re�ex Blue

Uncoated Pantone

RGB

1. Mayflower II Sails Again: Mayflower II gets fixed up before its big voyage.

2. It Pleased God: Millions of people live in America today because it pleased God to take care of the pilgrims. 

3. Real Mayflower: Study the parts of the ship the pilgrims sailed on.

4. Triumphant Tires: An expert on Mars dirt designs new rover tires using memory metal.  

5. Mayflower II: The replica is repaired and back in the water. But look at this film of it arriving 50  
years ago! (Online Explore It Interactive)
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CRITTER FILE STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. Last year, scientists made silk out of __.
a) spider legs
b) bacteria
c) tweezers
d) none of the above

2. Which is sticky?
a) capture spiral
b) auxiliary spiral
c) a and b 
d) none of the above 

3. “My son, eat __, for it is good.”
a) a bee
b) maple syrup
c) sugar cane
d) honey 

4. Worker bees are __.
a) male
b) female
c) queens
d) eggs

5. What does the scientists’ experiment with silk-making show us about God?

VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
1. dissect

a) sew up
b) cut apart
c) magnify

2. adhesive
a) glue
b) oil
c) fur

3.) anxious
a) calm
b) angry
c) nervous

4. sluggish
a) fast
b) slow
c) thoughtful

Critter File is one file in your child’s cabinet that will never get 

full. Always expanding its reach to all creatures, great and small, 

Critter File is an amazing discovery of the animal kingdom.

Your children can view captivating images, play in the “game 

lands” or learn little-known tidbits about their favorite animals 

by exploring their species, habitats, anatomies and diets.

Some files will contain current events, like the birth of a rare 

tiger or the recovery of an endangered owl. 

If a child is curious about the Japanese spider crab, but it’s not 

yet in the file, she can let us know, and we’ll do our best to add 

it quickly.  

With Critter File, we’ll use kids’ innate curiosity about animals 

to spark a deeper understanding of the natural world, helping 

them fall in love with the study and stewardship of the amazing 

critters in God’s creation.

FROM AARDVARKS TO ZEBRAS—ALL 
YOU NEED TO KEEP YOUR CRITTER 
FILE GROWING!

123 U Cool Gray 6 U

Uncoated Pantone

RGB

1. Copying Spider Silk: A scientist collects and studies spider silk for use in future inventions. 

2. Spin a Web: How do spiders make their webs? It’s complicated. 

3. Beekeeping Calm and Carrying On: Veterans relax by caring for bees. 

4. Bees in a Box: Tour the bees’ colony and hive.

5. Healing from Spider Silk: The amazing properties of spider silk are being put to use in medical 
research. (Online Explore It Interactive)
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JET BALLOON STORIES 
Check the box after reading each story, and then take the quiz.

READING QUIZ 

1. What blocks silt from shoring up Alexandria?
a) overfishing
b) pollution
c) dams
d) seaweed

2. This apostle probably started the first churches in Alexandria.
a) Paul
b) James
c) John
d) Peter

3. Divers rebuild reefs by __.
a) scattering coral seeds
b) transplanting coral onto rocks
c) coating coral with nitrogen
d) transplanting coral into pots

4. Coral polyps have these features:
a) mouths
b) stomachs
c) tentacles
d) all of the above

5. What does co-dependence mean? Give another example from nature.

1. Sinking Alexandria: Earthquakes and floods are making this ancient Egyptian city sink.

2. Strong, Ancient City: Alexandria’s story began thousands of years ago. 

3. Gardening Coral in Jamaica: Coral gardening is like planting grass one blade at a time.

4. Designed to Depend on Each Other: Coral reefs are the “rainforests of the sea,” sheltering a huge 
variety of life 

5. Coral Concerns: Coral is a living animal. A disease can kill it. (Online Explore It Interactive)

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER TEACHING GUIDE



ANSWER KEY: 

 
Science Soup:  
Reading Quiz: 1) b, 2) c, 3) a, 4) b, 5) Answers will vary, but may include: The huge floating raft of 
pumice shows God’s power more quietly. 

Vocabulary Quiz: 1) a, 2) b, 3) c, 4) c. 

Time Machine:  
Reading Quiz: 1) d, 2) a, 3) c, 4) c, 5) Answers may be something like: Ancient Egyptians believed the 
dead would need tools, weapons, and wealth to help them in their journey into the afterlife. 

Citizen Ship:  
Reading Quiz: 1) c, 2) b, 3) b, 4) c, 5) Answers will vary, but may include: To truly hear the wisdom of 
God, you must have a soft heart. 

Vocabulary Quiz: 1) a, 2) c, 3) b, 4) a. 

Take Apart Smart:  
Reading Quiz: 1) b, 2) c, 3) a, 4) d, 5) Answers may describe: the rescue of John Holwarth, safe arrival 
in stormy seas, finding a stash of Indians’ corn, meeting an Indian who spoke their language. 

Critter File:  
Reading Quiz: 1) b, 2) a, 3) d, 4) b, 5) Answers will vary, but may include: Scientists need a whole gene 
to make silk like a spider’s. It takes them years of work to do what was easy for God to do. 

Vocabulary Quiz: 1) b, 2) a, 3) c, 4) b. 

Jet Balloon:  
Reading Quiz: 1) c, 2) a, 3) b, 4) d, 5) Answers vary but may include: Animals or plants need each other 
to survive. For example, bees and flowers need each other.
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(Technology)

Our time machine has both forward and rewind buttons. As it runs 

in reverse, it might groan and spit out a cloud of rust from the 

Industrial Age, salt spray from the bow of a Viking ship or a sandy 

haze from King Pharaoh’s mines.

Time Machine can also zip into the future, reporting plans for an 

Arctic exploration, nuclear fusion or cancer research.

Using current events to explain history and history to explain 

current events, Time Machine will help your child recognize the 

significance of big moments and the vital connection between past 

and present.

With attention-grabbing graphics and engaging activities, kids will 

take the wheel of this Time Machine, launching amazing expeditions 

of wonder and learning.

Climb in, buckle up and take a bold voyage to meet extraordinary 

people and see remarkable places, all reflecting God’s glory in time 

and space.

REMARKABLE  EXPEDITIONS DEDICATED 
TO EXPANDING HORIZONS

5315 U RED 032 U

1817 U 285 U

Uncoated Pantone

137 U 1505 U

248 U

RGB

ScienceSoup makes the stuff of earth and space fascinating, with 

a cornucopia of aromatic ingredients to ignite a passion for the 

natural world.

From an active volcano expedition, to the launch of a new space 

telescope, ScienceSoup uses creative themes and attention-getting 

topics to engage your children’s senses, helping them fall in love 

with the study of science.

Illustrated with eye-popping photos and delightful videos, 

ScienceSoup ties current events to the laws of nature, using simple 

but testable explanations to help science make sense.

And lest we forget, ScienceSoup provides suggestions for fun and 

safe experiments at home, so your kids can use all their senses to 

see how God’s marvelous creation really works! 

THERE IS NO NEED TO BE A GENIUS TO 
HAVE A TASTE FOR SCIENCE SOUP!

(Science) (History)

Whether an old clock or a bullfrog—one of the best ways to learn 

about something is to take it apart, to find out what makes it tick . . . 

or croak.

Take Apart, SMART! brings big ideas to light by dissecting things. 

Your child might learn how a machine works by unscrewing its 

springs and gears and how an athlete excels by examining his 

nutrition and training regimens.

While taking things apart, kids will also put things together—gaining 

a deeper understanding of how God’s laws (like physics and logic) 

drive our world. 

They might click on a sequence of valves and doors to see a ship 

move through locks on the Panama Canal or select an animation that 

shows electrons moving in a solar panel.

Visuals play a big role in learning, so Take Apart, SMART! uses clear 

and descriptive visual tools to fuel a passion in your child—a passion 

to learn how things work and why! Using cutaways, diagrams, videos 

and interactive illustrations, they will make sense of big ideas through 

exploring the parts that make up the whole.

Your child doesn’t have to be an engineer or a mechanic to love Take 

Apart, SMART! We’ll bring the tools and clean up the shop—their 

curiosity will do the rest.

TAKING LITTLE THINGS APART, 
TO GRASP BIG IDEAS

166 U 298 U

Yellow U Re�ex Blue

Uncoated Pantone

RGB

Citizen Ship makes civics fun for your children, with personal 

stories they can relate to that are both sensible and memorable.

Because so much of civics is centered on the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals, Citizen Ship helps kids realize that 

big things like countries, governments and laws are formed by 

the ideas and actions of ordinary people—people just like them. 

The Citizen Ship’s hold will be filled with current events stories, 

charts, videos and cartoons that will bring civics to life for your 

child in ways they can touch, feel and experience.

Election season is a chance to play an interactive campaign 

game or to see how candidates attract votes. A high-speed 

rail project introduces the concept of infrastructure, while a 

challenge to religious freedom might be accompanied by an 

illustration of the branches of government.

We’ve charted a course to ensure every voyage aboard the 

Citizen Ship is a memorable journey in discovering our role in 

civil society, so come aboard!

WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL YOU MAKE 
IN A WORLD FULL OF PEOPLE?

RGB

Critter File is one file in your child’s cabinet that will never get 

full. Always expanding its reach to all creatures, great and small, 

Critter File is an amazing discovery of the animal kingdom.

Your children can view captivating images, play in the “game 

lands” or learn little-known tidbits about their favorite animals 

by exploring their species, habitats, anatomies and diets.

Some files will contain current events, like the birth of a rare 

tiger or the recovery of an endangered owl. 

If a child is curious about the Japanese spider crab, but it’s not 

yet in the file, she can let us know, and we’ll do our best to add 

it quickly.  

With Critter File, we’ll use kids’ innate curiosity about animals 

to spark a deeper understanding of the natural world, helping 

them fall in love with the study and stewardship of the amazing 

critters in God’s creation.

FROM AARDVARKS TO ZEBRAS—ALL 
YOU NEED TO KEEP YOUR CRITTER 
FILE GROWING!

123 U Cool Gray 6 U

Uncoated Pantone

RGB

(Civics) (Animals) (Geography)

TOPIC EXPLORER

Is your student interested in volcanoes? Ancient Egyptian mummies? Or love reading about horses? 
Use the WORLDkids Topic Explorer to find relevant current-events stories quickly.

The WORLDkids Topic Explorer is a regularly updated index of popular topics you can easily 
browse or search for age-appropriate news stories. Get more from your WORLDkids membership 
by using the WORLDkids Topic Explorer—your gateway to an extensive article archive on 
WORLDkids. 

TO SEARCH INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES ON THE WORLDKIDS WEBSITE:

Use the SEARCH function on the WORLDkids website to retrieve articles based 
on your own keyword searches. Your search results may include sets of feature 
articles with their related stories and photo slideshows. Your search may also display 
standalone News Shorts articles—brief stories from the daily News Shorts section of 

the WORLDkids website. The website content and potential search results are always expanding as 
new articles are added day by day.

 

TO BROWSE BROADER TOPIC AREAS IN THIS LIST:

The list of topics on the following page is arranged alphabetically and grouped within the 
six subject categories used in the WORLDkids magazine and website. When viewing the list 
electronically, click on any of the topics to jump to content on the WORLDkids website. The topic 
list will be regularly updated as content is published in the WORLDkids magazine.

9

Topic Explorer
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER



Take Apart Smart! 
(Technology)
Archaeology: Bible Figurine
Ball Kids, Line Judges
Bears: Spreading Seeds
Birds: Extinct
Bumble Bees
Cars: Design
Cheese: Competition
Chocolate
Clocks
Color Blindness
Da Vinci
Dinosaur: Tyrannosaurus 
Rex
Dr. Seuss: The Lorax
Elections: U.S. President
Food: Art and Science
Food: Business
Frogs: Red-Legged
Gardening: Unusual
Immune System
Jupiter
Lobster Fishing
Mekong River
Miniatures
Palm Oil: Indonesia
Practice
Puppets
Robots: Bipedal
Saffron
Salt
Sign Language
Sign Language: Babies
Space Exploration
Space Ovens
Space Oven, Baking in 
Space
Spinal Cord
Storytelling
Sun 
Surfing
Tennis, Ball Boys and Girls
Water Bears

Our time machine has both forward and rewind buttons. As it runs 

in reverse, it might groan and spit out a cloud of rust from the 

Industrial Age, salt spray from the bow of a Viking ship or a sandy 

haze from King Pharaoh’s mines.

Time Machine can also zip into the future, reporting plans for an 

Arctic exploration, nuclear fusion or cancer research.

Using current events to explain history and history to explain 

current events, Time Machine will help your child recognize the 

significance of big moments and the vital connection between past 

and present.

With attention-grabbing graphics and engaging activities, kids will 

take the wheel of this Time Machine, launching amazing expeditions 

of wonder and learning.

Climb in, buckle up and take a bold voyage to meet extraordinary 

people and see remarkable places, all reflecting God’s glory in time 

and space.

REMARKABLE  EXPEDITIONS DEDICATED 
TO EXPANDING HORIZONS

5315 U RED 032 U

1817 U 285 U

Uncoated Pantone

137 U 1505 U

248 U

RGB
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ScienceSoup makes the stuff of earth and space fascinating, with 

a cornucopia of aromatic ingredients to ignite a passion for the 

natural world.

From an active volcano expedition, to the launch of a new space 

telescope, ScienceSoup uses creative themes and attention-getting 

topics to engage your children’s senses, helping them fall in love 

with the study of science.

Illustrated with eye-popping photos and delightful videos, 

ScienceSoup ties current events to the laws of nature, using simple 

but testable explanations to help science make sense.

And lest we forget, ScienceSoup provides suggestions for fun and 

safe experiments at home, so your kids can use all their senses to 

see how God’s marvelous creation really works! 

THERE IS NO NEED TO BE A GENIUS TO 
HAVE A TASTE FOR SCIENCE SOUP!

Science Soup  
(Science)
Airships
Animal Migration
Bananas
Biomimicry
Bugs: Declining
Cat DNA
Cereal, Breakfast
Cheese: Competition
Drought: California
Earthquake
Entertainment
Eyesight and Screens
Glass
Glider: Perlan 2
GMO Salmon
Helium
Horned Toads
Human Skin
Ice Expedition, Iceberg
Lightning
Malaria
Mars: InSight Spacecraft
Mars: Preparation
Mars: Simulation
Microbes
Mississippi River: Model
Modified Salmon, Wheat
Monarch Migration
Mushrooms
Paleontologists: What 
They Do
Plant for Pain
Polarstern Voyage
Redwood Trees
Seeds
Solar Eclipse: U.S., 2017
Telescope
Volcano: Kilauea
Volcanoes 
Wolves, Isle Royale

Time Machine  
(History)
Astronauts: Historical
Australia: Matthew Flinders
Bible History
Bicycle: History
Boat: Reed
Boston Light Lighthouse
Braceros
Bradstreet, Anne
Cars: Self-Driving Delivery
Catacombs: Rome
Civil War, U.S.: Reenacting
Cuba
Dogs, Eyes
Earhart, Amelia
Earhart, Amelia: Bone 
Theory 
Egypt: Tombs
Gateway Arch
Great Depression
Hurricanes
Ice Age Wolf, Puppy Eyes
Inventions: Then and Now
Lightsaber Fencing
Lunchboxes
Mines, Abandoned 
Panama Canal: Centennial
Peru: Ruins
Puebloan Native Americans
Salt, from Sea
Santa Fe Trail
Shackleton, Ernest
Ships: Ocean Liners
Shipwrecks: Albania
Space Flight: Survival
Streetcars 
Vikings: Bluetooth’s 
Treasure
Washington, George
Wolf, Frozen Head
Wolves in Words, Where 
they Belong

Whether an old clock or a bullfrog—one of the best ways to learn 

about something is to take it apart, to find out what makes it tick . . . 

or croak.

Take Apart, SMART! brings big ideas to light by dissecting things. 

Your child might learn how a machine works by unscrewing its 

springs and gears and how an athlete excels by examining his 

nutrition and training regimens.

While taking things apart, kids will also put things together—gaining 

a deeper understanding of how God’s laws (like physics and logic) 

drive our world. 

They might click on a sequence of valves and doors to see a ship 

move through locks on the Panama Canal or select an animation that 

shows electrons moving in a solar panel.

Visuals play a big role in learning, so Take Apart, SMART! uses clear 

and descriptive visual tools to fuel a passion in your child—a passion 

to learn how things work and why! Using cutaways, diagrams, videos 

and interactive illustrations, they will make sense of big ideas through 

exploring the parts that make up the whole.

Your child doesn’t have to be an engineer or a mechanic to love Take 

Apart, SMART! We’ll bring the tools and clean up the shop—their 

curiosity will do the rest.

TAKING LITTLE THINGS APART, 
TO GRASP BIG IDEAS

166 U 298 U

Yellow U Re�ex Blue

Uncoated Pantone

RGB

Citizen Ship makes civics fun for your children, with personal 

stories they can relate to that are both sensible and memorable.

Because so much of civics is centered on the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals, Citizen Ship helps kids realize that 

big things like countries, governments and laws are formed by 

the ideas and actions of ordinary people—people just like them. 

The Citizen Ship’s hold will be filled with current events stories, 

charts, videos and cartoons that will bring civics to life for your 

child in ways they can touch, feel and experience.

Election season is a chance to play an interactive campaign 

game or to see how candidates attract votes. A high-speed 

rail project introduces the concept of infrastructure, while a 

challenge to religious freedom might be accompanied by an 

illustration of the branches of government.

We’ve charted a course to ensure every voyage aboard the 

Citizen Ship is a memorable journey in discovering our role in 

civil society, so come aboard!

WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL YOU MAKE 
IN A WORLD FULL OF PEOPLE?

RGB

Critter File is one file in your child’s cabinet that will never get 

full. Always expanding its reach to all creatures, great and small, 

Critter File is an amazing discovery of the animal kingdom.

Your children can view captivating images, play in the “game 

lands” or learn little-known tidbits about their favorite animals 

by exploring their species, habitats, anatomies and diets.

Some files will contain current events, like the birth of a rare 

tiger or the recovery of an endangered owl. 

If a child is curious about the Japanese spider crab, but it’s not 

yet in the file, she can let us know, and we’ll do our best to add 

it quickly.  

With Critter File, we’ll use kids’ innate curiosity about animals 

to spark a deeper understanding of the natural world, helping 

them fall in love with the study and stewardship of the amazing 

critters in God’s creation.

FROM AARDVARKS TO ZEBRAS—ALL 
YOU NEED TO KEEP YOUR CRITTER 
FILE GROWING!

123 U Cool Gray 6 U

Uncoated Pantone

RGB

Citizen Ship  
(Civics) 
Ambulance
Ancestry
Art Restoration
Badminton: Saina Nehwal
Baltimore: Arabbers
Bicycles: China
Blindness: Glasses
Bolivia: Cable Cars
Brexit
China Christianity
China: Diplomacy, Pandas
Circus
Citizenship
Dental Care
Dialect
Food: Raising Your Own
Games: Board
Gardening
Goats: Fire Prevention
Hurricanes: Puerto Rico
Mideast
Model Building
Names
Nile River
Pony: Chincoteague
Puppies in Jail
Robot Jobs
Rome, Italy
Sports: Work Related
Statue of Liberty
UK, EU
Venezuela
Washington,  
D.C.: Boundaries
Washington, D.C.: Rats
Water Infrastructure: NYC 
& VE
Wild Pigs
Wind Power
Worship, Bibles
Zimbabwe

Critter File  
(Animals)
Animals: Domestication
Animals: Living With
Animals: Restoration
Bats and Fireflies
Biomimicry: Bats
Cat Tongues
Crane: Sarus
Crayfish: Invasive
Dinosaur: Fossils
Dinosaur: Titanosaur
Dog: Truffle Hunting
Dogs: Exhibit
Critter File
Dugong Baby 
Dugong, Marine Mammals
Grasshopper
Hippos: Fiona
Honeybees
Horses: Choctaw
Hurricane Animals
Invasive Species
Llamas, Bolivia
Olms
Orangutan
Orca: Captivity
Orca vs. Shark
Owls: Airport
Owls, Snowy
Parrot
Python
Rabbit: New England 
Cottontail
Sea Otter, Comeback
Shark: Greenland
Shark: Whale sharks
Stinky Beach, Whale Falls
Turkey: Wild
Vulture 
Walrus: Migration 
Whales, Decomposing
Zoos: Aardvark Milk

Jet Balloon  
(Geography)
Alaska: Reindeer
Arctic Exploration
Babylon
Babylon, Iraq
China: Great Wall
China: History
China: Tea
China: Walmart
Cleanliness
Fish as Food
Ghost Towns
Haiti
Haiti Vetiver
Hawaii: Taro
Horses: NYC Police
Hurricane Maria
India: Religions
Iraq: Christians
Japan: Emperor
Japan: Tsunami
Kenya: Ballet
Korea: Reunions
Lakes
Languages
Mapping
Migrants: Refugees
Mongolia: Bankhar Dog
Mount Everest: Records
Nigeria: Dyeing
North Korea: Food
Oceans
Pacific: Garbage Patch
Rivers
Royalty: Young Royals
Shipwreck: Lake Erie
St. Helena Island
Vetiver, Hispaniola
Volcanoes: Ring of Fire
Water Supply
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SIX QUESTIONS IN A STORY

Directions: Read a WORLDkids story and look for answers to the questions that journalists use  
to tell a story—Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

Title of the story: 

The WORLDkids topic area the story is in (such as Science Soup or Critter File):

Who was involved?

What happened?

When did it happen?

Where did it happen?

Why did it happen?

How did it happen?
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VOCABULARY BUILDER

Directions: Read all four of the stories in a WORLDkids topic area and look for five words you don’t 
know well. Look up each word in a dictionary and write its meaning below.

Topic area you chose (such as Science Soup or Critter File): 

Word #1: 

Definition:

Word #2: 

Definition:

Word #3: 

Definition:

Word #4: 

Definition:

Word #5: 

Definition:
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PICTURE IT!
Directions: Choose a WORLDkids story and read it carefully. In the space below, draw a picture that 
illustrates some part of the story that impressed you.

Write a sentence explaining what part of the story you chose to draw. 
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PHOTO INTERPRETER
Directions: Select a photo from WORLDkids. In your own words, answer the following questions about 
the photo. Use complete sentences in your answer.

What is happening in the photo?

What do you see in the photo that led you to your answer? 

What else can you find in the photo?
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MAPMAKER
Directions: In the space below, draw the outline of a state, province, or country that is the subject 
of a WORLDkids story. Show where its capital is located, and write its name. Below your map, write 
something you learned about this area from the WORLDkids article.
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GRAPH READER
Directions: Select a graph or infographic from WORLDkids.

In your own words, explain what the image illustrates. What is its main point?

What information does it present? 

Why was it included in the article instead of using more text to explain the information?

 



                           WORKSHEET
 

                                                        Name:                                             

                                                                 Date:                                               

      
FAVORITE STORIES
Directions: Choose a story from WORLDkids that you especially liked. Use complete sentences to 
answer the following about the story.

Story Headline:

The story’s topic area in WORLDkids (such as Critter File or Jet Balloon): 

Why did you choose this story?

Describe an interesting thing you learned from reading this story.

 


